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Old timers on top form 


% Left: World War II submariner Gus Britton's 
latest stunt in aid of the Submarine Memorial 
Fund was to free fall from 10,500 ft over 
Headcorn airfield, Maidstone, in company 
with tandem master Clem Quinn. Five years 
ago Gus (70), long-time archivist at the RN 
Submarine Museum, Gosport, swam to the 
Isle of Wight and back to raise £7,000- Now 
he is hoping to raise £1 a foot from his “free 
ascent in reverse.” Donations made out to 
SOCA (Parachute Fund) will reach him at the 
museum, HMS Dolphin, Gosport, Hants. 


• Right: Gus is just a youngster next to Jut¬ 
land veteran Bert Pester — who at 99 was 
still the smartest man on parade when he 
came to watch his great-grandson Christian 
Chalker's Passing Out at HMS Raleigh. Bert, 
who was the Wardroom wine steward in the 
battleship HMS Centurion during the 1916 
battle, has four children, eight grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren. Christian is cur¬ 
rently at RNH Haslar for his Part II training as 
a Medical Assistant. 



Flying her paying off pen¬ 
nant at the end of her 30- 
year career, HMS Opos¬ 
sum, last of the Oberon 
Class diesel-electric sub¬ 
marines, makes her final 
run into HMS Dolphin — 
where she also marked the 
end of 90 years’ contin¬ 
uous submarine operation 
out of Gosport 


With the retirement of Commandant Anne Spencer as the last Direc¬ 
tor WRNS, speculation mounted last month that the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service was about to be disbanded. 


Approval has yet to be given by The Queen, as Lord High Admiral — and by the 
Queen Mother, as WRNS Commandant-in-Chief and the Princess Royal, as Chief 
Comandant — but with full integration the Service seems likely soon to pass into 
history, as did the Women's Royal Army Corps last year. 

The WRNS was formed 
in 1917 in the bleakest year 
of World War I to relieve 
more men for sea duty. In 


1919 no further require¬ 
ment was perceived and it 
was disbanded — until the 
need was once again imper¬ 
ative in 1939. 

By ihe end of 1945 there 
were some 74,600 Wrens em¬ 
ployed in a wide range of duties 

— "some were even trained as 
ship's pilots in the aftermath of 
D-Day. A number had lost 
their lives at sea — most noto¬ 
riously the 22 cypher officers 
and telegraphists who died 
when the SS Aguila was torpe¬ 
doed on her way to Gibraltar. 

A small post-war WRNS of 
around 3,000 was retained and 
slowly, over the years, they be¬ 
came more and more integrat¬ 
ed with the Royal Navy. They 
came under the Naval Disci- 
pline Act in 1977, began scrv- 
ing in warships in 1990 — 
Wrens were embarked in HMS 
Brilliant during the Gulf War 

— and discarded their old blue 
braided badges in favour of the 
men's gold and red in 1992. 

There was further specula¬ 
tion, loo. that women may one 
day serve in submarines. Com¬ 
mandant Spencer, for one. was 
“not personally in favour of the 


idea.” 

It is understood that the 
WRNS will live on in the RN 
women's titles — Leading 
Wrens and PG Wrens will 
sound an echo of a proud tradi¬ 
tion into the next century while 
the Association of Wrens and 


the WRNS Benevolent Trust 
will likewise continue, together 
with such popular annual fix¬ 
tures as the Christmas concert 
at the WRNS Church, St Marv- 
le-Strand. 

# Interview — pages 20-21 

# News view — page 18 


Cumberland closes 


the gap 


West Indies Guard Ship 
HMS Cumberland, seen 
here at St Lucia, last 
month helped the local 
Coast Guard arrest 
three suspected drug 
traffickers. 

She launched her Sea 
King helicopter to close 
in on a fleeing speed¬ 
boat, stopping it in the 
water until it could be 
boarded by the St Lucia 
authorities. 

The Type 22 frigate 
was due to arrive home 
in Devonport this month 
after handing over 
WIGS duties to HMS 
Active at Bermuda. 
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Options 


THE Corinth Canal — 
seen here transited by 
the Type 42 destroyer 
HMS Birmingham — ce¬ 
lebrates its centenary 
this year. 

The 6.3 km waterway 
separating the Pelopon¬ 
nesus from the Greek 
mainland was started 
by a French company in 
I860 but completed by 
Greek engineers in 
1890-93. 

Only 24.5 metres 
wide with towering cliff 
walls on either side, it is 
a tight fit even for to¬ 
day's slimline warships 
such as Birmingham — 
celebrating her own 
21st anniversary this 


Ton up 

for the 

Corinth 

Canal 


Monument to 
the midgets 



A lone piper plays a lament for the men of the 12th Submarine Flotilla, 39 of whom died 
in midget submarines during World War II. 

The people of Loch Cairnbawn, where they did much of their training, have built a fine 
stone cairn in their memory and 25 survivors from the famous X-Craft squadron — best 
known for its attack on the Tirpitz — travelled to the far north west coast of Sutherland for 
the monument’s unveiling by the Captain of the Tenth Submarine Squadron at Faslane, 
Captain Robert Bradshaw. 



Boats 

with 

bottie 

Third year pupils at Royal 
Guildford School accepted an 
unusual challenge from the 
engineers at HMS Sultan — to 
build a vessel to carry 1kg of 
cargo across four metres of 
water, powered by a small 
elastic band. 

The boys had just two hours 
to build their craft from waste 
materials that could be 
brought to school in a carrier 
bag — and there are plans to 
present the two winning 
teams among the 36 entries 
with a pair of canoes. 

• Engineer Training Com¬ 
mander Nick Bird watches as 
one of the runners up — a raft 
made of plastic bottles — 
takes shape on the work 
table. 



• Looking for an 8ft adjutant 
— Sgt Pete Carr* 


Bird man of 
Cambodia 


ON PATROL on the Tonic Sap Lake, Cambodia, as a UN 
Naval Observer, Royal Marines Sgt. Pete Carr had many 
things to watch out lor. Illegal fishing, gun-running, extor¬ 
tion of the local villagers — and birds* 


Pete is a keen member of the 
R N Bjrd wa tc h i ng Soei et y a n d a 
qualified ringer for the British 
Trust for Omothology. So on 
the vast waters of Tonic Sap, 
one of the most important stop¬ 
over places in South East Asia 
for migratory birds, he was in 
his element, 

“The area is world-class," he 
explained “It s par with abso¬ 
lutely anywhere for wetland 
birds — and it must be 
preserved,” 

Pete lists some of the birds in 
the area — white rump vul¬ 
tures. greater and lesser adju¬ 
tants (these arc eight-foot 
storks), spot-bellied pelicans, 
black-necked ibis, parakeets 


and twenty types of waders. 

No serious ornothologieal 
survey has been carried oul in 
Cambodia for over 25 years — 
not surprising considering the 
country's recent history — so 
Pete has been carrying out a 
bird population census and re¬ 
cord of migratory patterns for 
the Oriental Bird Club and his 
paper will shortly be published 
in their Journal, 

Perhaps the most exciting 
discovery for Pete was the exis¬ 
tence of a large stork, the Asian 
open bill, “The last colony, in 
Thailand, was burnt out. but in 
May and June they were on the 
lake here — only a thousand or 
so probably remain." 
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They all fall 
for Amanda 


Chin-chin, 

Chan 


years 

JUST back from three months away in the United States and the 
Mediterranean, HMS Turbulent has now completed her first ten year 
commission and is due for a lengthy refit. 

The three-year package will include a major weapon and tactical 
system update, an upgraded towed array, communications modifica¬ 
tion and a new command system. 

She has travelled 267,000 nautical miles, visiting the North Pole — 
and the US, where she has just spent five days at Port Canaveral, on 
many occasions. 

Close links have been established with her affiliated town of War¬ 
rington — following the IRA bombing the ship's company raised nearly 
£2,000 for the hospital scanner appeal 


MISS Globe and Laurel Amanda Johnson 
— now a contender for the Miss United 
Kingdom title — was preparing for a 
tandem jump with the Royal Marines at 
the Joint Service Parachute Training 
Centre at Netheravon as Navy News went 
to press last month. 


AFTER only a year in 
operation, HMS Nel¬ 
son’s Employment Ser¬ 
vice Jobcentre has won 
a commendation in the 
national Customer Ser¬ 
vice Competition. 

The competition run by 
Management Matters maga¬ 
zine was across all Govern¬ 
ment departments and at¬ 
tracted 46 entries. 

Sir Robin Butler, Secretary 
of the Cabinet and Head of the 
Home Civil Service, said the 
Jobcentre, set up in response to 
the ‘Options for Change' redun¬ 
dancies, was “clearly doing a 
very good job/ 1 

“I was impressed with their 
performance and 1 send my 
thanks and congratulations to 
them." 

Cdr. Clive Lewis, the Naval 
Resettlement and Information 
Officer at HMS Nelson told 
Navy News that 78 per cent of 
Navy leavers going through 
there were finding jobs within 
three months — and over half 
had jobs on the day they left. 

“The major contributing fac¬ 
tor has been the establishment 
of a Job Search Centre here, by 
Hampshire Employment Ser¬ 
vice/" he said. 

“It is available to all ranks of 
all three services for up to three 
months before leaving. One of 
its benefits is its ‘job dub' facil¬ 
ity where registrants get free 
use of fax and photocopier for 
job applications. 

“Most of the people through 
its books have been from the 
Navy — but it is now starting 
to get more popular with the 
other services." 


doing 
good 


a 


CHAN, last ship's dog of HMS 
Wasperton, one of the last Ton 
Class minesweepers to serve in 
the Hong Kong Squadron in 
1983-84 has died. After the 
ship decommissioned in 1984 
he found a home with Ron and 
Valeric Underwood — who 
brought him home with them 
to England in 1987, 


The 19-year-old blonde shop 
assistant from Nottingham 
posed for this picture 
CPO Ash 
Amliwala before 
buckling on 
her harness. 


CONCERT DATE 


THE Band of the Royal Marines (C-in-C 
Naval Home Command) appear in concert 
at the Civic Hall, Guildford 
3, at 7.45 p.m. in aid ol 
Fund for Sailors. Tickets 
€5.50 and €3.50 from the 
Guildford 444555. 


Jobcentre is 
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Wanting to go foreign? 

— there’s still a chance 


OVER the years the opportunities to serve abroad on local foreign service, particularly 
married accompanied, have declined, hut there are still a surprising number of S&S and 
Medical billets in many different parts of the world. These are detailed below. 

Why not take this opportunity to render a new C240 to state vour preferences? Volunteers 
are always required and the normal length of tour is two and a half years. 

Also state if you could move at less than normal drafting notice (five months) because 
occasionally a short notice requirement occurs which is difficult to fill. 

Note, however, that in the case of Hong Kong, after March 1995 service in the colony for 
new' drafts will be classified as Foreign Service — that is, unaccompanied. Time is running 
out, so act now if you want to sample the oriental charms of the Far East. 


LOCAL FOREIGN SERVICE BILLETS AVAILABLE (from ! April 1994) 


WTR Branch 

Gibraltar - 1 WO, 3 CPO, 3 PCL 9 LWTR. 6 WTR 
Hong Kong — l CPO, 3 PO, 10 LWTR, 5 WTR 
Italy — 1 WO, 1 CPO. 8 PO, 9 LWTR, 11 WTR 
Portugal - 2 CPO, 4 PO, 1 LWTR 
USA — 2 CPO, 2 PO, 1 LWTR 


Belgium — 1 CPO, 4 PO. 10 LWTR 
Norway — l CPO, l PO. 1 LWTR 
Denmark — 1 CPO, 1 PO 
Russia — I CPO, 1 PO 


Additionally, there is one CPOWTR billet in each of the following — Australia. Barbados. Bermuda 
and Oman. 

One POWTR billet in Argentina, Pakistan and Singapore, and one LWTR billet in China, Diego 
Garcia and Saudi Arabia, 


SA Branch 

Gibraltar — I CPO, 1 PO. 7 LSA, 3 SA Belgium — 1 PO. 1 LSA 

Hong Kong — 1 WO. 1 CPO. 2 LSA. I SA Norway — I PO. I LSA 

Additionally, there is one CPOSA billet in Saudi Arabia and in the Gulf, and one PGSA billet in 
Bermuda and Germany. 

CK/CA Branch 

Gibraltar - I CCK, 1 CCA, 4 POCK. 10 LCK, 10 CK 
Hong Kong - 1 CCA. I POCA. 1 LCK 

Additionally, there is one CCK hillet in the USA. and one POCK billet in Belgium, Bermuda and Italy. 


STD/QA Branch 

Gibraltar — 2 CPOSTD, 1 POSTD. 1 POQA, 8 LSTD, 10 STD 

Italy — I POSTD, I LSTD. i LQA, 1 STD Belgium — 1 POSTD. 1 LQA 

Additionally, there is one POSTD billet in the USA and one LSTD billet in Diego Garcia and 
Bermuda. 


MedicaJ/Dental Branches 



“You’re sure it’s 'Local Foreign’ not 'Foreign Legion’ service!” 


Medical ups and downs 

AFTER two years finding the right bait to catch the correct fish LieuL-Cdr. Mark Wagstaff has moved to 
fresh waters at RNH Haslar. Taking over the pain and strain of the Medical/Denial/Family Services desk 
is Lieut .-Cdr. Roger Fully bank who has joined the team from SRA(SMS). 

The inheritance is a slow improvement to the Medical Technician numbers continue to meet the 
overall numbers in the MA category. This is a re- requirement in all specialisations with the excep- 
flection on the buoyant recruiting that has taken tion of Pharmacy Dispenser and Registered Mental 
place over the last 18 months and improved reten- Nurse. The former will hopefully be rectified over 
tion figures. The only disappointment is the con- the next 12 months but as yet no foreseeable im- 
tinued shortfall in the male recruitment target, provement to the RMN category is envisaged. 


Gibraltar — ! CFS, I CMA, 2 POM A, 8 LMA, 4 MA 

4 CMT. 4 PMT, I PQNN. 5 LNN. 2 LENG, 4 ENG 

1 PODS A, 1 LDSA, 1 WDSA, 1 LDHYG 

Hong Kong — I CFS, 1 POFS, 1 CM A, I POM A, I LDHYG 

Italy — I POM A. 1 LDHYG 

Diego Garcia — 2 LMA 


M M/ Drafty I I Pussers and Medics / 


W 

TELEVIDEO 

PRODUCTIONS 


EXCITING NEW 


VIDEO RELEASES 



THE QUEENS GUARDS ON PARADE 
Featuring the Massed Guards Division, Recorded June 1993 

' THE GREAT EUROPEAN BAND SHOW 

Highlights from the Breda - Holland International 
Tattoo 1988/89 

THE ROYAL TOURNAMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
VOL. 2, THE NAVY YEARS 1984/87/90 

Featuring the Massed Bands of 
H.M. Royal Marines. 

Plus much more from our extensive catalogue:- 

■BEAT RETREAT’ ihe Royal Marines; 'MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL’ the Royal Marines; THE ROYAL 
MARINES SEARCHLIGHT TATTOO’; THE SOUNDS OF SCOTLAND’ The Scottish Division; THE 
BIGGEST BAND SHOW IN THE WORLD' Vols. 1 &2, from Wembley; 'MASSED BANDS ON PARADE 1 
all three services perform; 'THE ROYAL TOURNAMENT’ The RAF Years; 'THE ROYAL 
TOURNAMENT’ The Army Years. 

Please send for details of our full catalogue, or send cheque/postal order to:- 

Televideo Productions, Unit 55, Wessex Trade Centre, Ringwood Road, Poole, Dorset, BH12 3PG 

Telephone: 0202 738220/748644 


ijtf Please tick 

□ The Royal Navy Years 

□ The Army Years 

□ The RAF Years 

□ European Band Show-Breda 

□ Queens Guards on Parade 

□ Massed Bands on Parade 

□ Beat Retreat 

□ Mountbauen Festival 

□ Searchlight Tattoo 

□ Sounds of Scotland 

□ Biggest Band Show Vol 1 

□ Biggest Band Show Vol 2 


Please send me the video tapes selected at £14.95 each plus P&P. 
P&P - UK £1.50 per tape - overseas add a further £4.00 per tape 

NAME ............. 

ADDRESS...«......... 

........POSTCODE. 

TEL. NO:..... T enclose:- Sub Total £. 

P&P £... 

TOTAL £...._ 

Please allow 21 days delivery (overseas 28) 


First 

POMAfQ) 

WITHIN the next two months 
another milestone wilt be 
reached when the first B13 for 
a POMA(Q) is issued. This will 
bring both males and females 
into line and obviously open up 
more billets, especially at sea, 
for “QY” In addition July saw 
the first LMA(Q) drafted to 
Diego Garcia, 

Hygienist 
at sea 

THE Dental Branch is also 
breaking new ground as two 
Leading Wren Dental Hygien¬ 
ists are at present serving at sea 
in HM Ships Ark Royal and 
Cornwall. By the end of 1993 
we will also see Dental Surgery 
Assistants serving at sea. This 
is a reflection of the policy of 
taking the service to the 
customer, 

HQ staffs 
to 

Pompey 

AS preparation is taking place 
to make changes in the Man¬ 
agement Structure of the RN so 
the Mcdical/Dental branches 
HQ staffs are also undergoing 
review and will be relocated in 
early 1994 at Portsmouth. At 
present this reorganisation will 
affect only a few personnel but 
in future will open new billets 
for staff who wish to serve in 
the Hampshire area. The mes¬ 
sage is if you wish to work with¬ 
in the new HQ organisation 
then review your DPC and lef 
Draftv know. 


All together — 
submariners, S&S 
and medical 

FOLLOWING a manpower review and, as reported in last 
month’s issue under the Submarine Drafting banner, the 
Naval Drafting Division is to be re-organised and rationa¬ 
lised to reflect the overall reduction in RN numbers. As 
part of this change, the S&S and Medical Division will 
amalgamate and co-locate with the Submarine Division 
under a single Drafting Commander on 1 December 
1993. 

The New Division will be known as D4 with the present 
Submarine Drafting Desks of D4A (SM Technical) and 
D4B (SM Non Technical) remaining intact to minimise 
disruption and confusion. The current $&S and Medical 
desks of D5A, D5B and DSC will translate to D4C (Medi¬ 
cal (GS & SM)), D4D (WTR/SA/ETS (GS & SM)) and D4E 
(CK/STD/CA (GS & SM)). 

The significant changes concern the SM Warrant Offi¬ 
cers’ who will acquire a new Appointer and, 'SM’ S&S 
and Medical ratings who will in future be attached to 
their source branch drafting desk. 

The five Drafting Officers will share one large office so 
there should be so shortage of advice and since there 
are only minor organisational changes at the bottom end, 
business should continue as normal. 

In future, the Drafting Commander (D4) will be a 
CDR(S) SM which should satisfy all interests. 


THE NEW IMPROVED 
S&S AND MEDICAL 
DRAFTING TEAM 

Drafting Commander (D4) & Warrant 
Officers (SM, S&S, Medical) Ap¬ 
pointer Cdr P. G. Edger (Ext 2381) 

FS, DA, Medic and QARNNS, NPF$ 

Co-ordinator, RNCC (CA5REPO) 

(D4C) 

SA, WTR, ETS (D4D) 

CPO Wtr and S&S Co-ordinator 
POWTYR, LWTR. WTR, ET$ 

All SAs 

CK, C.A. STD (D4E) 

SR/LH(SEA) 

LH(SHOR), AB 
STDs 


Licui.-Cdr Roger Pulleybank (Ext 2570) 

POWWTR Suzanne Skinner (Ext 2445) 
LieuL-Cdr. Bryan Ward (Ext 2455) 
CPOWTR Kevin Hamlyn (Ext 2443) 
POWTR Mick Aitken '(Ext 2285/2505) 
LW r WTR Sally W'illiams 
POWWTR Lynda Gwynn (Ext 2444) 
Lieut.-Cdr. Terry Morris (Ext 2456) 
POWTR Ken Eatwell (Ext 2446) 

LW'WTR Sara Clarke (Ext 2446) 

POWTR Kev Norwood (Ext 2575 ) 
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Ships of the Royal Navy 


No. 455~] 


PURSUER OF EXCELLENCE 



Facts & 
figures 


Laid down: 1985 by Watercraft 
Ltd, Shoreham. Completed: 
1988 by Vosper Thornycroft, 
Southampton. Construction: 
Moulded glass reinforced 
plastic. Displacement: 77 
tons. Length: 21 metres. 
Beam: 5.8m. Draught: 2m. 
Wartime armament: 1 x 20mm 
GAM-BOI; 2 x GPMG machine 
guns. Propulsion: 2 x Perkins 
(Rolls-Royce) CV12 diesel en¬ 
gines, each developing 820 
bhp. Top speed: 22 knots. 


POSTCARDS or Ships of ihe 
Royal Navy are obtainable at 65p 
each (minimum order £1.95) from 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Ports¬ 
mouth POI 3NH. An order for 12 
cards is priced at £7 and a stand¬ 
ing order for the supply of each of 
12 cards on publication can be 
arranged on receipt of £10.50/ 
foreign £12. Prices include 
postage and packing, and post¬ 
cards will be despatched on re¬ 
ceipt of stamps, postal order or 
cheque. No postcards are 
stocked of ships which paid off 
before 195*. 



CARRIER 
SUPPORT 
FOR THE 
TIRPITZ 
STRIKE 

THE present HMS Pursuer 
is the third Royal Navy 
warship to bear the name. 
She was completed in 
1938 by Vosper Thorny- 
croft, Southampton, and is 
one of the RN’s ten Archer 
class patrol ships. 

With her sister ships, 
Puncher, Blazer and Dasher, 
she is based at HMS Nelson in 
Portsmouth, With up to 12 stu¬ 
dents embarked, she oper¬ 
ates away from base port for 
up to four weeks at a time. 

In her wartime role, the Pur¬ 
suer would be fitted with an 
armament of one 20mm gun 
toward and two general pur¬ 
pose machine guns on the 
bridge. She also carries a 
Gemini inflatable dinghy 
which can transport a board¬ 
ing party for port and harbour 
defence duties. 

The first HMS Pursuer was 
an escort carrier of 11,240 
tons built in the United States 
and commissioned into Royal 
Navy service in June 1943. 
Carrying 18 aircraft she 
served in both the Atlantic 
and Mediterranean and in 
1944 took part in the air strike 
on the German battleship 
Tirpitz. 

She also provided support 
for the invasion of southern 
France and was an anti-sub¬ 
marine warfare patrol ship for 
the Normandy landings. 

The second RN ship of the 
name was a Landing Ship 
Tank, which served from 1947 
to 1956. 

Battle honours: Atlantic 
1943-5, South France 1944, 
Norway 1944, Aegean 1944 
and Normandy 1944. 


DESPITE being one of the Fleefs smallest ships, the fast training boat HMS Pursuer has had 
a very newsworthy few months, culminating in the receiving of the Freedom of her affiliated 
town of Ncwhaven. 


Pari of the 10th Mine Coun¬ 
termeasures Squadron, she is 
mainly employed as a training 
platform for midshipmen from 
Sussex University Royal Naval 
Unit {URNU). 

She also provides training for 
members of the Combined 
Cadet and Sea Cadet Corps, 
and is a navigational training 
ship for Royal Navy, Royal Na¬ 
val Reserve and International 
Officers. 

In March the Pursuer's five- 
strong RN ship's company and 
12 trainees found themselves 
unexpectedly involved in 
Fishery Protection when two 
civilian Fishery Officers were 


detained against their will on 
board a French fishing vessel 
and called for help. Pursuer 
was at that time conducting 
navigational training off the 
Channel Islands and was quick¬ 
ly on the scene. 

Foreign Office 

The two Guernsey Fishery 
Officers were reassured by the 
Pursuer's presence and the 
commanding officer. Lieut. 
John Kingwell, was able to 
keep the Foreign Office and 
Fisheries Ministries informed 
of events via a radio link with 
Rosyth. 


The ship followed until the 
fishing vessel entered French 
waters and a French warship 
was despatched to ensure the 
continued safety of the Fishery 
Officers. 

HMS Pursuer completed her 
Easter deployment in early 
April and returned to Ports¬ 
mouth. Following leave she 
gained the distinction of being 
one of the smallest ships to fly 
an Admiral's Flag when Flag 
Officer Portsmouth, Admiral 
David Bawtree, embarked fora 
day. The previous ship to enjoy 
the honour had been HMS Ed¬ 
inburgh. Pursuer then achieved 
a notable first when, on May 
22, she was the first warship to 
berth in the Sussex town of 
Eastbourne. She was visiting 
the town's marina during its 
first 24 hours of opening. 

The ship regularly operates 
off the south coast and enjoys 
dose links with Ncwhaven. 
These links were strengthened 
during a weekend visit in June. 
The ship's company took the 
opportunity to visit the Pursu¬ 
er's adopted charity, the Help 
the Aged Day Club, and pres¬ 
ent them with a cheque for 
£175 towards a new building. 
The ship was also visited by 
other charitable groups 
throughout the weekend. 

The stay culminated in a 
Freedom Parade marking the 
granting of the Honorary Free¬ 
dom of the town. The ship's 
company formed the Colour 
Party for the Parade and was 
supported by CIMCNAV- 
HOME's Royal Marines Band. 
HMS Sussex Guard, midship¬ 
men from Sussex URNU and 
the ship's affiliated Sea Cadet 
Unit (Ncwhaven). A great suc¬ 
cess, the event must be one of 
the rare occasions when such a 
small ship has exercised the 
right to march through the 
streets with flags flying, drums 
beating and bayonets fixed. 

In the last few months HMS 
Pursuer has proved that even 
with a complement of only five 
virtually nothing is impossible. 



The ship’s company of HMS Pursuer proudly carries the White 
Ensign in the Freedom of Newhaven Parade. In the front row 
are RO(T) Jacko Jackson, CPO(Ops)(EW) Kev Freestone (First 
Lieut.) and LMEM(L) Dick Barton. The Colour Officer is 
CPOMEA Derrick Swords (MEO). 


TAX FREE MAZDA 


CRUISERS 

Cruising in a compact package can be enjoyed in Ihe 5-door 323 
Fastback with its unique wedge profile and pop up heatfamps. 
There's an impressive choice of body shape and engine size in the 
10-strong range - all high on technology and specrfkcalion. 

323 PRICES FROM £6899 



CARRIERS 

Within the curvaceous 626, live passengers and tiieir luggage are 
earned in style and comfort. 

This family-sized range includes saloons, hatchback and estates. 
Impressive equipment on 2.Qi and 2.5i models includes ABS, 
eleclric windows, sunroof and six-speaker stereo. 



626 RANGE FROM £9339 

DESTROYERS 

The MX-5 remains unmatched as ihe classic modem 2-seaier, w?|fr 
superb sports car responses. Whilst the MX-6, jusi voted “What 
CarT magazine's Xoupe of the year", is a stunning 2+2 which 
blends driver appeal with a fully loaded package. 

Tel: 061 708 9400 


WERNICK MAZDA 


FREEPOST, 266 Bury New Road, Salford M7 0HT 



Please send me further details on 
□ 121 □ 323 Q 626 □ RX-7 □ MX-5 □ MX-6 

Rank & Name. 

Contact address . 


• Special Naval prices - save more 
than just the tax 


I t Expert advice/test drives from Mark 
Richardson (ex Navy) 

• Tailored finance packages 

...I (subject to status) 

Work tel no.Ext.Home tel no. I ® Part exchanges welcome 

I • Shipment to anywhere in the worid 

I--__--taxireej • Worldwide dealer support 
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YOU’RE SERVING 
YOUR COUNTRY. 

MAKE SURE YOU 

HAVE A SAY 
IN RUNNING IT. 


You can have your say by using your vote, 
but your name must be on the electoral register. 

As a member of HM Forces, you only need to register once 
as a service voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of your service 

career, wherever you're posted. 

Registration forms are available from your unit or ship. 

Send the completed form to the appropriate electoral registration officer 

(the form tells you how). You will then 
be able to vote at all parliamentary, European Parliamentary and 

local government elections. 

Wives and husbands of members of HM Forces can also register 
as service voters or, if they prefer, register each year as civilian voters 

(so long as they are living in the UK). 


Don’t lose your right to vote 



ISSUED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
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Options 
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Hum) Letters ///M/ 


Chipping at 
a block in 


More plugs 
for Hawkins 

1 HAD cause to smile at Mr 
Crump's interesting letter con¬ 
cerning the achievements of 
HMS Hawkms (August issue). 

I was not aware of her re¬ 
cords, hui as Chief Boiler 
Maker 1 seemed to be contin¬ 
ually involved in plugging or 
replacing hurst boiler pipes un¬ 
til we left the South American 
patrol for a return in Durban. 

Wc eventually finished on 
three engines, having lost a pro¬ 
peller and shaft. This got us 
home to Pompcy just inside 
two years, and probably saved 
us, as the Hermes, one of the 
last ships to which we said 
goodbye, was sunk shortly 
afterwards by the Japanese. — 
R. Pigott, North Walsham 
Norfolk. 

I—Foul- 
weather 
friend 

I read WO(OPS)(M) 
Saunders letter in the June 
edition of Navy News 
about the wearing ot short 
sleeved white shirts con¬ 
flicting with local orders 
with interest — a similar 
situation exists with 
jackets. 

I have three jackets, a 
raincoat, windproof and a 
foul weather jacket The 
only one that is of any use 
is the fouly* as it is fully 
wind and waterproof. It is 
also the only one which 
dries out fairly quickly and 
doesn’t smell like a wet 
dog for half a day after 
getting wet 

However, while these 
are perfectly acceptable 
for wear around dock¬ 
yards, they are not within 
establishments. Why? Rain 
does not stop at dockyard/ 
establishment borders, 
therefore am I supposed to 
remove my jacket before 
passing from dockyard to 
establishment and get 
soaking wet or carry two 
types of jacket? — LWTR 
P. Funks* HMS Gloucester, 


EVER since the decision 
to combine the Hull and 
Marine Engineering Sub 
branches in the mid- 
1970s the role of the 
CPOMEA (Hull adqual) 
has continued to be 
slighted by those who see 
the job as some sort of 
easy option. 

Those of us who choose 
to take this career path arc 
deemed to have c sold our 
birthright 1 to become a 
4 Wood Butcher,' a pseudo 
Shipwright. 

Any Hull adqual having 
served at sea in a Shipwright's 
billet would vehemently argue 
that it is certainly no easy op¬ 
tion - with a part of Ship ex¬ 
tending from the Fo'c'sle to the 
quarterdeck and from the top 
of the masts to the keel; with 
responsibility for the mainte¬ 
nance of structure, hot and cold 
fresh water systems, drains, 
sewage treatment, prcwetling 
systems, ventilation systems, 
furniture, lagging and linings 
and in some cases fire and sal¬ 
vage systems. 

Frustrating 

This list is by no means ex¬ 
haustive. Then of course there 
is the paperwork, work pack¬ 
ages to compile, compartment 
surveys to carry out with their 
associated reports to write, the 
NMS logs to complete — and 
he is also expected to be the 
Ships Husbandry advisor and 
probably the FLA GO contract 
overseer as well. 

Most of us who have taken 
this path do not complain 
about our lot — at sea it is of¬ 
ten better to be busy than bored 
(except when there is a run 
ashore involved). 

But when the time comes to 
consider advancement, we are 
forced to return to main stream 
engineering in order to obtain a 
charge ticket — in many cases 



after spending ten or fifteen 
years in huh related work. 

This we do find frustrating, 
because many of us believe that 
we would have a lot to offer as 
CCPO’s and WO's but hold 
back because we wish to remain 
in the hull stream. 

Wc arc not holding up a ban¬ 
ner that says Make us all 
chippy's — hut maybe we 
should be considering a 
CCMEA (Hull specialist) tak¬ 
ing a hull biased charge ticket. 

It would be foolish to suggest 
that wc could have the deep 
hull knowledge and experience 
of an apprenticed Shipwright 
(even if we arc expected to per- 


Earlier that year I was an 
ERA in H M Submarine 
Trident in Trincomalce and we 
had to have an extensive engine 
refit by the boat's engine room 
staff. Wc were moved from 
alongside the depot ship HMS 
Wolfe to tic up alongside the 
City of London as the job 
would lake about a month. 

The POs and ratings were al¬ 
ways complaining about their 
conditions on board this ship 
and the quality and quantity of 
the food. 

One day I was visiting one of 



form as one from the moment 
we step across the gangway of 
our first ship as Chippy), but 
after that first sea draft, we will 
have achieved a level of compe¬ 
tence and confidence to tackle 
the majority of tasks required 
of todays "Chippy.' 

in ten or fifteen years lime 
when the last of the shipwrights 
have gone from senior/middle 
management, taking with them 
the deep hull experience gath¬ 
ered over many years, who will 
fill the void they leave? We 
believe that the hull adqual can 
do it if given the incentive to 
do so. — C. €, Dixon CPO¬ 
MEA, FOSFfME). 


the ERAs in the POs' Mess 
when the supper arrived — it 
was liver in gravy and not 
much of it. When the POs saw 
it there was uproar and even¬ 
tually one of them went to fetch 
the purser. 

When he arrived he look up a 
threatening attitude and told 
the men they were lucky to get 
it. This so enraged the PQ car¬ 
rying the tray of liver that he 
poured it over the purser! After 
that, the ERA t knew' told me 
things did improve. — J. Ste¬ 
venson, Sheffield. 


Liverish in 
London 

I was very interested to read R. Hill's description of his trip 
home in the City of London in December 1945 (August 
issue). 


Why we said knickers to bloomers 


I AGREE wholeheartedly with LWREN Davis’s criticisms of 
the proposed new style uniforms (August edition), 
l served in the WRNS for 26 years in the stores branch and during 
those years saw many changes to the uniform which were for the 
better and did not detract from its smart appearance. 

Out went: lisle and rayon stockings; teddy bear suits, black hats 
and canvas ones; cotton shirts with detached starched collars (candle 
wax a must); gaberdine raincoats with alt-round belt (down to ankles 
in most cases); navy blue rayon bloomers; and showing personal 
items as kit musters. 

In came: nylon stockings and then tights; diagonal serge suits; 


court shoes; lightweight raincoats; more modern footwear (though 
the preference seemed to be for beetle crushers); plastic hats; woolly 
pullics; polycotton shirts with attached collars — to name but a few 
improvements. 

All these items were accepted for case of laundering and smartness 
in the modern world — but this so-called modem uniform is more 
suited to musical comedy. 

When will the powers that be realise that members of the WRNS 
come in all shapes and sizes, do sterling work alongside their male 
counterparts — and are not there as fashion models, all 5ft 9in and 
size 10? —J. M. Catherall, Ex CREWN SA 1956-82, Eggbuckland, 
Plymouth, 
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Sad to find 
Fisgard’s 
gym now a 
fish store 

l WAS an Artificer Apprentice in HMS Fisgard from 
September 1963 until September 1964. This was a 
period of my life which left a strong impression upon 
me and I decided I would revisit the place. 


1 was upset to see the 
once proud establishment 
reduced to rubble, the Gym 
a fish store, and the parade 
ground, factory, school 
rooms and huts lorn down. 

I understand the need to 
manage change; in the compu¬ 
ter industry wc do it all the 
time, however this seems an act 
of wanton destruction. 

Leaving the gates in place, 
crests removed, bent and dis¬ 
torted was a thoughtless and in¬ 
sensitive act which must be re¬ 
gretted by the thousands of 
tiffics who spent their forma¬ 
tive years there, 

1 found the Fisgard Squadron 
alive and well within Raleigh 
and was treated to a presenta¬ 
tion of current training by the 
Divisional Officer who kindly 
made lime available for me. 

I searched for an aerial photo 
of Fisgard in the Sixties — but 
surprisingly there were none 
available in the museum. 

Are there any photographic 
records of Fisgard available 
and are there any middle aged 
ex tiffles who share my feel¬ 
ings? — R, EG Thomas, 
Huntington. 

No love for 
Barracudas 

'LEARNING to love the Barra¬ 
cuda' (August issue) brought 
back many sad memories for 

me. 

1 was a Radio Mechanic at¬ 
tached to 831 Sqn serving on 
board HMS Victorious, When 
the squadron attacked the Tir- 
pitz in April 1944 the aircraft 
performed quite well — it was 
w hen wc sailed for the Far East 
that our troubles started. 

During a mock dive bombing 
attack on the ship in the Med 
three of them disintegrated in 
mid air, killing all the crews. 
An inquiry was held, after 
which it was decided not to 
dive so steeply, but to attack at 
a different angle. 

At Trincomalce wc lost three 
more that dived straight into 
the harbour. All the crews were 
lost. If my memory serves me 
right the squadron took part in 
raids on Sumatra in July 1944 
— bui they never reached the 
standard expected of them and 
disbanded al the end of the 
year. 

Wc experienced many set¬ 
backs with the Barracuda. 
Hairline cracks appeared on 
[he wing locking mechanism 
and at Trincomalce you could 


hear rivets popping out of the 
leading edges. The hydraulic 
system was always giving trou¬ 
ble and the engine was under¬ 
powered — I well remember 
flying off the ship on a test 
flight and even using the whole 
of the flight deck we still 
dropped off. to see the ship 
above us instead of below. 

All credit to their pilots — it 
was bad enough facing the ene¬ 
my and landing on and taking 
off the carrier without having 
to contend with a very unstable 
aircraft. — C. F. God beer, 
Forth caw I. 

Augean 

stables? 

I fell compelled to write in res¬ 
ponse to the letter “Come clean 
on standards" (August issue). 

I have been a cleaner tor over 
ten years and have cleaned for 
the services in many different 
establishments. Recently I was 
offered a supervisory position 
in cleaning two accommoda¬ 
tion blocks. 

First thing Monday morning 
after a "heavy week-end 
ashore," many people wouldn't 
know where to start, what with 
left-over curry, drink cans, cig¬ 
arette ends etc w hich have to 
be disposed of before we can 
set about the general cleaning 
to keep up the standards ex¬ 
pected of us. 

I can only speak for myself 
and my colleagues — hut wc all 
work hard and take a pride in 
our work for little pay and even 
less thanks. It is not only us 
cleaners who need their stan¬ 
dards looked at. — C, Whit- 
combe. 

Neptune’s 

Europas 

AS wc approach the 50th anni¬ 
versary of D-Day. surely after 
50 years some recognition 
should he given to the little 
ships even Churchill forgot — 
the Euro pa minesweepers, 
without which no convoys 
would have moved. —* S* W. 
W. Bowman, Portsladc, 


LETTERS fo the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspond 
denVs name and address, 
not necessarily for 
publication . 



Mews 


No. 471 40th year 

Editorial and Business address: Barham Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants* POI 3HH 
Editor: Jim Allaway 

Assistant editors: Lindy Clegg, Ruth Vernon 
and Paul Parrack 

Business Manager: Mrs. Anne Driver 
TELEPHONES 

Editorial: 0705-822351 (Portsmouth Naval Base) 
extensions 24194 and 24163 
Business (advertising, distribution and accounts): 
0705 822351 ext. 24226 

Additional direct line to all departments: 0705-826040 
Fax: 0705-830149 
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w JO Squadron 
Sea Hamers 
at the ready 


NOW operating in HM$ Invincible in the Adriatic, 800 Naval Air 
Squadron had an extremely busy work-up period prior to their 
deployment, with air to ground, air to air and in-flight refuelling 
practice on their programme. 

For the squadron’s newest pilot, Lieut. Russ Eat well, in-flight 
refuelling was something new, but, under the eye of Senior Pilot 
Lieut.-Cdr. Dave Baddams, he successfully achieved his first 
“plug” from a Hercules tanker of 57 Sqn T based at RAF Lyneham, 





I would like further information on: 

□ PAR — Personal Accident for 
Reserves 

□ Global ConteiUs/Kil insurance 

□ “Take Cover” Contcnts/kit for 
Army/RAF UK based personnel 

□ Special Forces Building scheme for 
home-owners 

□ Special Forces annual Travel scheme 
(including war risks) 

□ Home-owners Legal Protection policy 
for Service personnel letting homes 

□ Home and Dry Contents/kil for Royal 
Navy/Royal Marines only. Available 
direct from CPIS. FREEPOST DR2, 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 3BR or our 
agents lists in Navy News, Globe & 
Laurel, Navy Wives. 


Name: ........ Rank: 

Address to send details. 


If you wish to telephone IJSMIA ring 
0303 850888 


HOW DO I OBTAIN 
INSURANCE? 

Simply ring United Services Mutual Insurance 
Agency on 0303 850888 where one of our staff 
w ill be pleased to be of assistance or write to us at 
U.S.M.I.A., Freepost, DR2, Folkestone, Kent 
CT20 3BR. Alternatively if you wish to speak to 
someone in the local vicinity we have listed below 
the names, addresses and telephone numbers of 
those organisations who are promoting our 
policies with us. They arc as follows: 


United Services Mutual 
Insurance Agency 

Insurance ^ fortes since 1902 

If you would like further information on the 
policy outlined in the editorial (right) or further 
information on our other Military schemes, 
please tick the boxes below and either return 
this form direct to USMIA, FREEPOST DR2, 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 3BR or to our agent 
opposite. 


Neville J. Harris 
Independent Financial 
Advisers Lid 

I 2 Meneagc si reel 
Helslon 

Cornwall TR13 SAB 
Telephone 0326 572472 

Godwins Ltd 
Fairfield House 
47-51 Kingston Cresceni 
Portsmouth PQ2 ft A A 
Telephone 0705 673511 

Personal A General Insurance 
Services 

The Mortgage Centre 

II Stubbingion Green 
Fareham 

Hants POI4 2JG 
Telephone 0329 664241 

Personal A General Insurance 
Services 

The Mortgage Cenire 
] I R owner Road 
Gosport 

Hauls PDI 3 911B 
Telephone 0705 524711 

R. T Williams Lid 
Prince Albert House 
5ft Ship Simcct 
Brighton 

Sussex BN1 IDE 
Telephone 0273 328181 
R. S4 Associates Lid 
Mi heme House 
Heather {’lose 
Short heath 
Farnham 

Surrey GU9 8SD 
Telephone 0252 716422 

Bradley Finance Insurance A 

Mortgage Brokers 

15H6 Charter House 

Lord Montgomery Way 

Portsmouth 

Hams POI 2SU 

Telephone 0705 874949 


Cramb A Symons Lid 
114 Exeter Si reel 
Plymouth 
Devon PL4 ONG 
Telephone 0752 669688 

F. P. Clark (InsurancesI Lid 
Incorporating Yeovil 
Insurance Brokers 
52 Middle Street 
Yeovil 

Somerset HA2 OLX 
Telephone 0935 20044 

Derek Parry Limited 
Fort field Chambers 
Sid mouth 
Devon EX 10 8NY 
Telephone 0395 57ftML 

Waimsley Baker Group 
Clifton House 
22 Henvet Road 
Newquay 

Cornwall TK7 3BJ 
Telephone 0637 876876 

Andrew Peat UK Lid 
Priory House 1 
Priory Lane 
Si Ncots 
Cambridgeshire 
Telephone 0480 407799 

Banks A Wyper Financial 
Services Lid 
Rechabhe House 
91 Crane Streel 
Salisbury 
Wilis SPI 2PU 
Telephone 0722 333525 

Willis, Corroon (AFFASJ 
Willis Corroon House 
30 Park Place 
Leeds LSI 2SP 
Telephone 0532 459077 


Carlton Financial Services 
t fa Georges Walk 
Ham hied on Road 
Walerloovilte. Hams 
PU7 7TU 

Telephone 0705 23H27 


-td 


NATO four 
at 

Dartmouth 

FOUR ships from NATO’S 
Standing Force Channel, the 
Dutch flagship HMNLS Aik- 
maar, the Royal Navy’s HMS 
Guorn, the Belgian Navy 
ship Myosotis and the Ger¬ 
man minesweeper Wetzlar, 
paid an informal visit to 
Dartmouth. 

A busy round of social and 
sporting engagements was 
organised by Britannia Naval 
College, hosts to the Force, 


Two other 14 firsts” were carried out by Lieuts. Bill Dean and 
Russ Eatwell (his second “first”!) when they landed on Invinci¬ 
ble’s flight deck, their first operational deck-landings since join¬ 
ing the Squadron. 

The Sea Harrier squadron is now well prepared for any task 
which it may be called upon to do, as HMS Invincible patrols the 
coast of former Yugoslavia, ready to support UN forces ashore, if 
and when required. 

Photographs — Right — 800 Sqn Sea Harriers, flown by Lieut.- 
Cdr. Dave Baddams and Lieut, Russ Eatwell formate on the RAF 
Hercules tanker aircraft. Picture — POA(Phot) Joe Mercer 

Below — close-up Lieut. Russ Eatwell successfully plugs in for 

fuel Picture — LA(Phot) Mick Storey 


Home and dry 
home and away 

BIGGER benefits and smaller premiums — that's the happy result of a complete review 
the Home and Dry insurance policy first set up for all Royal Naval and Royal Marines 
Regular, Reserve and ex-Service Personnel in 1980. 

or your spouse by fire, explosion or thieves in 


Underwritten by Norwich Union and arranged 
by Christopher Paul Insurance Services, a divis¬ 
ion of Bain Clarkson Ltd, the package applies 
whether you are single or married, living in self- 
contained or shared cabin accommodation, or a 
home owner living in married quarters or your 
own house. 

It coves not only the civilian contingency risks 
of household thefts, fire damage, burst pipes 
and so on — but also loss of kit aboard ship or 
ashore. While other policies provide worldwide 
cover on a limited basis. Home and Dry covers 
your effects aboard ship anywhere in the world, 
plus up to 60 days when you are on leave 
ashore in a foreign port. 

Add to this the fact that the policy is new for 
old and includes a fair helping of free insurance 
— as for toss of or) or metered water (£750) and 
fridge freezer cover (£300); a 24 hour helpline; 
£5,000 fatal injury benefit if death occurs to you 


the home- cover for acts of terrorism; and 
personal liability cover of Elm and the package 
looks to be still more tailor made for Naval 
needs. 

There is a provision for losses or damage in 
married quarters — including re-decoration 
costs in the event of fire, for example — and 
although the main prospectus is for home¬ 
owners and tenants there is a separate propos¬ 
al for single sailors and marines who only 
require kit insurance — a minimum of £2,000 for 
£30 a year. 

Compared with policies offered by two lead* 
ing home contents insurers — which do not in 
any case offer the additional benefits geared to 
the sailors' and marines' needs — Home & Dry 
offers savings of between £30-114 or more, de¬ 
pending on your location in the UK* 


Adriatic cooking contest 


A SUITABLY ethnic menu helped the winning team of HMS Invincible's Pro-Am Cook and Serve 
Competition held onboard while on patrol in the Adriatic. The team, comprising RPO Jan Harper 
(Professional Chef and ex LCK), Lieut Steve Panon (Amateur Chef), WSTD Jo Williams (Professional 
Steward) and RPO Max Boyce (Amateur Steward) impressed the judges with their novel menu which 
included Bosnian Prawns. Serbian Chicken and Yugoslavian Apple Charlotte. 

The competition was run 
over six days with each team of 
professionals and amateurs 
being given just 3V? hours to 
prepare a three-course lunch 
for ten people. The only prob¬ 
lem was that they were only 
given the list of ingredients half 
an hour before cooking was to 
commence. The judges, 

WO(STD) Tom Coleman and 
CPO(CK) Steve Moss declared 
that the teams had produced 
meals of extremely high stan¬ 
dard and that the final decision 
was very difficult. 

Individual prizes were also 
contested where 814 Naval Air 
Squadron made a clean sweep 
of the amateur side with Surg. 

Lieut.-Cdr. Mark Groome win¬ 
ning “Best Amateur Chef" and 
Lieut. Toby Williamson “Best 
Amateur Steward.” The Supply 
Department's Junior Rating's 
demonstrated that standards 
are as good as ever with CK 
Jock Tate winning “Best Pro¬ 
fessional Chef’ and STD Steve Surg. Lieut-Cdr. Mark Groome and his professional chef team- 

Rea “Best Professional mate LCK Scouse Edwards prepare their three-course lunch in 

Steward " only 3% hours. 
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Options 


Cash for a Lott of inventions 


NEW rules are being introduced to cover awards made under the Herbert Loti Nava! 
Inventions Trust Fund, so that awards can be made more quickly, whilst the recipient is still 
in the post in which the suggestion or invention came to be noticed. 


From 1st October FOSF T 
FOSEVh FONA, COM MW and 
CGRM wit] each be allocated a 
share of the Trust funds to be 
awarded within their Com¬ 
mands for the following six- 
month period, awards being 
made based on observations or 
subm issions by staff and squad¬ 
ron officers. 

Serving personnel not cover¬ 
ed by the five abovemen honed 
Commands will still be eligible 
for consideration for an award, 
application being made directly 
lo CNSA by an appropriate 
supporting officer. A pro forma 
letter tor such an application is 
shown in the DCF 

The DO also gives two illus- 
t rat ions of basic procedures 
which might apply typically for 
Herbert Loll Awards, 

Mr Herbert Lott, a great ad¬ 
mirer of the Royal Navy, creat¬ 
ed the Trust Fund in 1930 and 
on his death in 1948 the resi¬ 
due of his estate was beqnested 
to the Fund, its aim to provide 


Suitable subjects 
for a prize essay 

THE prizewinners in the Lieut.-Cdr. Hooper Essay Competition for 
1992 are: 

1st (£150)—- WEA App G. M. Hamilton (HMS Ark Royal) 

2nd (£75)— ALWREN(ETS) S. A. Bcnneli (40 t do) 

3rd (£40) — A7LWE.A J. Pacey (HMS Ark Royal) 

Prize money and certificates signed by the Second Sea Lord will 
be forwarded through Commanding Officers. 

The competition takes the form of an essay, between 1000 and 
2000 words, and is open lo all junior ratings of all branches (includ¬ 
ing Art.Apps.) and Royal Marines other ranks. Local Acting PCs are 
also eligible. 

Essay subjects lor 1993 are: 

a. Smoking should be banned in all public places — do you agree? 

b. Write a story involving a private investigator 

c. Write an essay, either narrative or descriptive, with a waterside 
setting 

Closing date for entries is 31 Dec 93 

Complete rules and conditions are contained in the DCt 

DCI RN 187/93 


mi Get Wise on DC/s / 


Scrum for 
tickets 

RUGBY Ifnion fans are invit¬ 
ed to apply for inclusion in the 
draw for Twickenham match 
tickets for the 1993/94 season. 
Serving and retired officers, 
men and women of the RN, 
RM, WRNS and QUARNNS 
arc eligible for the draw. 
Matches are — England v 
New Zealand 27 Nov 93, Eng¬ 
land v Ireland 19 Feb 94 and 
England v Wales 19 Mar 94, 
Stand seats eosl £30 and £25, 
with a limited number of £18 
and £10 (rings and standing). 
Maximum of two seals per 
applicant: closing date to apply 
is 14 Get 93. 

Apply to the Secretary, RN 
Rugby Union, HMS Temeraire 
— for full details see the DCI. 

DC! RN Announcement 3 Sept 



“More comfortable it may be, 
but we still prefer you in the 
uniform cap!” 


Distinctly 

green 

sleeves 

AUTHORITY has been 
given for DGST(N) civilian 
staff embarked in auxiliary 
oiler replenishment and 
fleet replenishment ships to 
wear uniform. 

The temporary ranks allo¬ 
cated to them will accord 
with their military equival 
ents, with uniforms as for 
Naval Officers, but with 
green distinction cloth. 

Initially uniforms will be 
provided for non-industrial 
staff only, 

DCI GEN 215/93 


awards lo “those who shall 
show marked efficiency or shall 
contribute in signal degree to 
the improvement of the ap¬ 
pliances of ihe Naval and 
Marine Forces.” 

DCI RN 185/93 

Mention 

in 

Yugoslavia 

PERSONNEL awarded a Men¬ 
tion in Despatches for service 
in the former Republic of 
Yugoslavia are to wear their 
bronze oak leaf directly on 
their uniform tunic, alongside 
any existing medal ribbons, 
and not on the ribbon of the 
United Nations Protection 
Force Medal. 

DCI GEN 208/93 



“From mentions we’ve had of 
your services you should be 
given a fig leaf I” 


WRENS ON PARADE 


RULES for WRNS participation in ceremonial duties are 
detailed under three headings — .internal, public and 
state. 


Internal — for Divisions 
and routine minor ceremoni¬ 
als carried out onboard ship 
or within establishments, 
WRNS personnel may form 
part of a mixed division or 
passing out parade guards, 
or act as armed ceremonial 
gangway sentry. Correct rig 
is No 1 Jacket, collar and tie, 
blue trousers, parade boots 
and white webbing. 

Public — these events In¬ 
clude Commissioning/Re- 
dedication. Queen's Birth¬ 
day, Remembrance Day, 
parades, non-Royal VIPs/ 
Heads of State visits or any 
parade in the media or pub¬ 
lic eye. In these events 
guards are to comprise rat¬ 
ings dressed alike. Unarmed 
platoons may be mixed but 
each file of ratings should 
be in the same rig. 

When paraded unarmed in 
a mixed platoon WRNS rat¬ 
ings' rig Is No 1 dress with 
skirt. Collar and tie is worn 
with No 1 dress on all cere¬ 
monial occasions through¬ 
out the year. 

State — ceremonial par¬ 


ades for members of the 
Royal Family, foreign Sover¬ 
eigns or Heads of State. On 
these occasions Royal 
Guards are to be found from 
men dressed as seamen or 
from Royal Marines. Un¬ 
armed platoons of street lin¬ 
ers are not to be mixed, but 
may be found from RN and 
WRNS Artificers or WRNS 
ratings. Rig for WRNS per¬ 
sonnel as street liners is No. 
1 dress with skirt. Cottar and 
tie to be worn with No. 1 
dress on aif ceremonial oc¬ 
casions throughout the year. 

For WRNS officers, the 
wearing of swords is ap¬ 
proved for Passing Out Par¬ 
ade, BRNC Dartmouth,on¬ 
board ships on ceremonial 
occasions, particularly 
abroad, and when Officer of 
the Guard in shore bases. 

The Passing Out Parade at 
BRNC is the only occasion 
when a skirt is to be worn 
while wearing a sword; trou¬ 
sers are to be worn on other 
occasions. 
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Lourdes holiday 


EACH year the Handicapped 
Children's Pilgrimage Trust 
{Royal Navy) lakes about 30 
children (along wilh 36 helpers) 
to Lourdes in the week follow¬ 
ing Easier, 

Personnel serving with ihe 
Royal Naval, Royal Marines. 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and civil¬ 
ians serving in support, who 
would like their children consi¬ 
dered for a place on Ihe 1994 


holiday may obtain details 
from ihe Secretary, CPOWren 
(Tel) S, Cradock, HMS War¬ 
rior. North wood, Middx. HA6 
3HS (Tel HMS Warrior exi 
200 ). 

She would also be pleased to 
hear from anyone wishing to 
volunteer to be a helper for 
these children to enjoy the holi¬ 
day of a lifetime. 
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FOREIGN SERVICE COMMEMORATIVE 


% 


CRIMSON ■ GOLD - BLUE BLUE - GOLD - CRIMSON 



OBVERSE ® © REVERSE 


(This medal is ^Registered and Copyrighted, 

No reproduction by any method or source is permitted) 


Service Com mem ora lives Ely. Ltd., is proud to announce the 
release of a commemorative for foreign service, to be available to 
all qualified British Commonwealth ex-servicemen and women 
and to Civilian Volunteers. (Police. Fire Service. Essential Serv¬ 
ices. Coast Guard, Merchant Navy, Ambulance, Red Cross, etc.) 

This medal is to commemorate overseas service that has not been 
recognised by any award. 

Both this superb medal and its miniature are STRUCK in bright 
cupronickel - to the same high standard as the military medals and 
decorations for which the Mints of the British Empire were so 
re n o w ned. fh is is not som e i n e x pen si v e cas t mg. {Th e m ed a! and 
suspender bar are two-piece assembly.) 

The medal's beautiful ribbon represents the colour of the eastern 
sky when the sun rises without a cloud, crimson falling into gold, 
and gold into blue. (Ribbon colour sequence is from left to right: 
crimson, white, gold, white, blue.) 

Although this commemorative is often displayed without any 
clasps (bars), individuals and organizations may have specially 
made clasps (bars) - minimum order of 25 - to recognize specific 
service. These clasps (bars) can be attached and riveted to each 
other and to the medal suspender assembly. Clasps are made 
from silver & cupronickel, and are of a similar construction and 
assembly type as used on the various General Service Medals, 

This is a Commemorative - and like all other commemoratives it 
is unofficial. In civilian dress this Commemorative should he 
displayed after or below Official Awards. 

Mounting and engraving services are not offered or provided by 
Serv i ce Com mem ora t i ves Pt v. Ltd. 


CLASPS AVAILABLE 


• BERLIN AIR LIFT 

• MALTA 

• FRANCE 1940 
•INDIA 

• CEYLON 

• EAST GERMAN BORDER 

• FALKLANDS GARRISON 
•NORTHERN NORWAY 

• BERLIN GARRISON 
•CARIBBEAN 

• FAR EAST 

• WEST GERMANY 

• CYPRUS 
•HONG KONG 

• BELIZE 

• GIBRALTAR 
•SUEZ 
•THAILAND 

• MIDDLE EAST 

• SINGAPORE 

• MALAYSIA 
•PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
•VIETNAM 
•SOUTH EAST ASIA 

• NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 
•NORTH AMERICA 
•GREAT BRITAIN 

• NEW ZEALAND 
•OCCUPATION OF JAPAN 
•KOREA 

•UNITED NATIONS FORCES 
•BORNEO 

• SOUTH WEST PACIFIC 
•INDIAN OCEAN 
•SOUTHERN OCEAN 



Surname___Christian Names__ _ _________ 

Postal Address____ ... __ „ 

_______ _______ Post Code _. -. _ 

Rank _Branch of Service___ . f( for NOK state relationship __ _ _ 

Upon receipt of your application and payment your Order witI he processed. The Order wilt then be placed with the 
manufacturer „ who wilt effect dispatch in nn estimated 6-S weeks , 

Because of the overwhelming demand, only firm orders accepted — Payment must accompany orders. 
All payments must be made only in Australian Dollars (£ 1 ~ approx. Australian $2.50) 


CLASPS AVAILABLE 


■ BOMB & MINE CLEARANCE 

• MALAYA 

• SYRIA 

• GREECE 
•CRETE 
•PALESTINE 

• NEW BRITAIN 
•SOUTHERN AFRICA 

• NORTH AFRICA 
•SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

• EMPIRE AIR TRAINING 
•OCCUPATION OF GERMANY 

• OCCUPATION OF ITALY 
•DEFENCE OF NATO. 

• EAST AFRICA 
•MEDITERRANEAN 

• ARCTIC OCEAN 

• NORTH ATLANTIC 

• SOUTH ATLANTIC 
•PACIFIC OCEAN 


International Drafts payable to: 

Service Commemoratives Pty Ltd (Sole Distributor for this Medal.) 

PO Box 173, Dromana, Victoria Aust. Company No, 059 615 753 

Australia, 3936 


J Full size Medal(s) & 6" ribbon @ $75 each (Jeweller polished) $ 

J First full-size Clasp/Bar @ $35 each (Jeweller polished & $ 

riveted to medal) 

____ _ _ (Print clasp title ordered) 

□ Second and Subsequent full size Clasp(s)/Bar(s) @ $30 each $ 

_ _ (Polished & riveted) 

_ _ (Print clasp title[s] ordered) 

□ Miniature Medal(s) @ $40 each (Jeweller polished) $ 

_l Miniature Clasp(s)/Bar(s) @ $15 each (Jeweller polished) $ 

(Print clasp titfefs] ordered) 

J Extra full-size ribbon (six inches) @ $2 $ 

J Extra miniature ribbon (six inches) @ $2 $ 

J Handling, Packing and Postage 1 - 3 Medals @ $10 $ IQ 00 

TOTAL $ 
























































































Leaving something in your will to 
the Sea Cadets (an independent 
charity) brings so much to girls and 
boys across Britain, Fun, friendship, 
teamwork, discipline and sport are 
all part of a cadet's life. For an infor¬ 
mative pack on wills and donations, 
contact the Membership Secretary, 
Room NN, The Sea Cadet Corps. 202 
Lambeth Road. London 5E1 7JF, 


THE SEA CADETS 


LEAVING US A LITTLE HELPS A LOT. 


Telephone 
071 401 8510. 

R.cg. Charity 306VH 
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Gunners set the pace 


FOLLOWING 10 months of training CP0(EW)(0) Gilly 
Gilchrist successfully completed the RN Marathon 
Championship — his first marathon — in the respectable 
time of three hrs 46 mins and managed to raise £450 for 
the British Ex-Servicemen's Wheelchair Sports Associa¬ 
tion (BEWSA). 

FOST Rear Admiral John Tolhurst is pictured, right, with CPO 
Gilchrist presenting the cheque to former LS(D) Mike Martin. 

Meanwhile a team from HMS Collrngwood’s Sick Bay, along 
with four of the physical training staff (below, right), took part in 


the Clintcare Transplant Relay, organised to make people 
aware of the benefits of transplants and of carrying donor 
cards. 

The relay began at Exeter and ended on Tyneside, with the 
Collingwood team joining the run at Fareham and covering their 
eight mite run to Portsmouth Guildhail Square in one hr six mins. 

Pictured before the event started are, back row, from left, LPT 
Wakefield, MA Ward, LWEA Atkinson, Surg.-Lieut. Howden, 
Surg,-Cdr, Fox and CPOMA Parkinson; front row, from left, 
LMA(Q) Hart, POWRNPT Lindsey, LPT Hughes and POP! 
Clifton. 


WALK THIS 


WAY 

PERSONNEL from HMS 
Daedalus put their best 
feet forward when they 
took part in a spon¬ 
sored walk in aid of the 
NSPCC. 

The team of walkers 
covered 162 miles 
across Britain, from Bri¬ 
dlington to Blackpool, in 
just five days covering, 
on average, 35 miles a 
day. 

CPO Kev Sargent, 
AEM Screwy Driver and 
Lieut. George Morrison, 
along with Capt. David 
Newberry, are pictured 
presenting the cheque 
for £850 to Sarah 
O’Connor. The remain¬ 
ing walker, CPO Pete 
Matthews, was absent 
due to a draft to HMS 
Southampton. 


CRACKING GOOD 
DISCOUNTS! 


From 

ssimxms mnmm (sssnnm 


I IntiJipojaiirnj Fftrc-O? Fsrry 


rry f - 


CAR HIRE 


Exclusive Military Rates for UK or 
Overseas hire with all major companies 

Signal Fax or Phone or invite our girls aboard to take your 
bookings or call in to your nearest office 


Concessions also available for: 

Package Holidays, Worldwide, European & Domestic 
Flights, Short Breaks, Inclusive Tours 
and all Ferry Routes. 

Ship/Families Rendezvous, Crew Changes, 
Expeditions and Groups 

The Travel Centre The Travel Centre 

HMS Nelson HMS Drake 

PORTSMOUTH Devonport 

Mil Ext 23744 724167 Mil ext 65012/65366 

Civil 0705 755502 Civil 0762 555366 


Helping Hands J/fMH 

Pioneer spirit is 
alive down south 


AS the only RN exchange officer serving with the US Oceanographic Office down in 
the “swamps” of Mississippi, Lieut.-Cdr. Richard Labone doesn’t gel many chances 
to “fly the flag.” 


However, he provided a for¬ 
midable RN presence when he 
look part in a 150-mile spon¬ 
sored cy de-ride in aid of Multi¬ 
ple Sclerosis and, by following 
the route of the old pioneers 
along the historic Natchez 
Trace Parkway, he raised £350. 
His wife Joanna also gave a 
helping hand by serving food 
and drinks to some of the 300 
participants. 

□ □ □ 

Personnel from COMMCEN 
Fort Southwick raised £511 for 
the St Thomas Research Unit 
for the Ticking Heart 
(STRUTH) by taking pari in a 
sponsored row using a mobile 
rowing machine. 

□ □ □ 

Officer Cadets and 1ST staff 
took lime off from their Initial 

Sea Training in HMS Not¬ 

tingham to help the wardens in 
Brecon Beacons National Park 


clear a badly overgrown and 
rutted bridleway on the site of 
an old Roman road between 
Bwlch and Pennorth. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Bulldog, the survey 
ship affiliated to the town of 
Ramsgate, has adopted the 
Ramsgate branch of Age Con¬ 
cern and members of the ship's 
company raised over £1,000 by 
taking part in a sponsored cy¬ 
cle-ride from Plymouth. 

□ □ □ 

The last two classes of Weap¬ 
on Engineering Mechanics in 
HMS Collingwuod marked 
their departure with a Hurry of 
fund-rasing activities. WEM(R) 
202 and WEM(O) 202, under 
the watchful eye of CPO Paul 
James, one of their instructors, 
visited Romscy's Cupern ham 
County Infant School and 
cleared the playground of old 
paving slabs and low walls with 


a view to refurbishing the area. 

On returning to the establish¬ 
ment their activities continued 
with a fancy-dress abseil down 
the Atlantic Building while the 
Leading Rates qualifying 
courses pulled a Ford Sierra 
around the parade ground. 
Over £600 was raised for Byr- 
ony Lodge residents' holiday 
fund. The Lodge is attended by 


the daughter of Lieut,-Cdr. 
Dave Ha mb rook, Lucy, who 
suffers from Cerebral Palsy, 

non 


Despite a reduction in the 
number of performances RN, 
WRNS, RNR and Sea Cadet 
Staff on the RN stand at this 
year's Royal Tournament col¬ 
lected the record sum of 
£3,336.16 for KGFS. They 
were assisted in their endea¬ 
vours by JEM the Robot. 


Teams arrive 
on the double 

SORE feet end aching limbs were soon forgotten when 
two teams of cyclists and runners from HMS Montrose 
were given a rousing welcome in their adopted town of 
Montrose. The ship’s company had taken part in the 
sponsored run and cycle from Glasgow to Forfar and 
Montrose and raised £1,000 in aid of Dorward House, a 
residential home for the elderly. 
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Eddie becomes 
village ‘Chief’ 

DURING their work as United Nations Naval Observers in the Cambodian port of Sihanoukville, CPO 
OPS (M> Eddie Seaborne and his colleagues from the New Zealand, PhMIipines and Uruguay Navies 
have made friends with many of the local villagers during the daily patrols they make through their 
areas. 


In the course of one patrol 
they came across an emaciat¬ 
ed and obviously very sick 
baby boy, weak from malnutri¬ 
tion and dehydration. The di¬ 
agnosis by a hastily-sum¬ 
moned doctor from the nearby 
French UN battalion was that 
without treatment he would 
have died within a few days. 

Happily, baby Peron is now 
well on the way to recovery, 
thanks to the continued inter¬ 
est of Eddie and his team¬ 
mates, who buy him the glu¬ 
cose and dextrose from the 
local market, and medicines 
to combat the vitamin defi¬ 


ciency from which he is 
suffering. 

In the same fishing village 
of Tomnoprolork, the team 
also help out in the local 
school with lessons in English 
and in basic hygiene, and re¬ 
cently gave a hand helping to 
build the village restaurant, 
now successfully up and run¬ 
ning in the capable hands of 
Amoy. 

+ Above: CPO OPS(M) Eddie 
Seaborne (he really has a way 
with kids!) is pictured with his 
New Zealand colleague PO 
Tony Green outside the vil¬ 
lage restaurant run by the 


smiling proprietor Amoy, 
(centre). 


Trust 
in us! 

CHILDREN with special needs 
can often be demanding on 
parents but art organisation 
exists within the RN to provide 
a tailored holiday for such 
children. 

Under the auspices of the 
Handicapped Children's Pil¬ 
grimage Trust (HCPT) a volun¬ 
teer group of naval personnel 
take the children to Lourdes. 
The RN branch of the HCPT Is 
supported by fund-raising and 
donations from naval welfare 
organisations and helpers are 
funded through sponsorship 
from their parent ships and 
establishments and from their 
own pockets. 

If you think your child might 
enjoy such a holiday or would 
like to help by fund-raising or 
volunteering as a helper con¬ 
tact one of the following; 
HCPT(RN) Secretary, 
CPOWRN Sue Cradoek, HMS 
Warrior, ext. 200; POENG Gary 
Wright, HMS Nelson, ext. 
24158; WQMEA(L) Peter Riley, 
HMS Raleigh, ext. 41457; 
LWRENQA Sharon Connelt- 
Malcolm, HMS Cochrane, ext 
62477. 


• Enjoying the snow during the 1993 pilgrimage are CK Paul 
Haslingden, from RN air station Culdrose, and Becky 
Hickingbottom. 


are CK Paul 


UNLUCKY BREAK 

AS pan of their fund-raising efforts, members of ihe lalesl Officer of 
the Watch course, X4, took pan in a sponsored parachute jump at 
the RN and RM SPA Dunkeswell to raise money for the Queen 
Alexander Hospital, Portsmouth, 

With T-shirts and hats kindly donated by Castlcmainc XXXX 
(the course beer!) the team took to the air on a warm Sunday 
morning. 

Of the four jumpers, all were successful in their 2,500 ft. descent, 
except for Sub.-Lieul. Sieve Monk who, despite a day of practise and 
training instruction, managed to land badly and break his left leg. 

h4 lt was typical that if you jump for a hospital, you’re going to end 
up in one/’ he commented. 

Through this and other fund-raising efforts the course raised 
almost £400 for the QA. 


Berkeley rows the boat ashore 


WHILE en route from Rosyth 
to Campbeltown HMS Berke¬ 
ley held a charity row to raise 
money for MENCAP. The 
ship’s company divided into 
five inter-mess teams of six 
oarsmen, each rowing for the 
fastest time over a set dis¬ 
tance of 1,000m, totalling 
three and a half miles per 
team. 

After much blood, sweat 
and tears, the Wardroom 
proved to be the winning team 
by completing the distance in 
22 mins. The fastest rower 
over 1,000m was LMEM(L) 
Holt with a time of three mins 
13 secs. 

Over £700 was raised dur¬ 
ing the event for the Stroud 
and District Homes Associa¬ 
tion (MENCAP) in Berkeley, 
Glos. 


GOSH, what 
a donation! 



PICTURED inside Great Ormond Street Hospital’s new shop, 
named in recognition of the WRNS £21,000 donation to the 
Wishing Well Appeal, are, from left, Lieut. Sally Prendergast, 
from DPR(N), Commandant Anne Spencer, Director WRNS, 
and Cdr. Maggie Robbins, Deputy Director WRNS. 

Operation Jingle Bear, the name chosen for the WRNS fund¬ 
raising campaign, involved personnel on service in the USA, 
China, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Italy and Portugal as well as 
those serving in establishments in the UK. 

The money was raised in a multitude of ingenious ways 
including sponsored parachute jumps, bike-rides, assault 
courses, walks and discos. Two Wrens even dressed up as 
Billingsgate Fish Porters and were sponsored to move five 
tons of shell fish through the market! 




v 



SOMEONE HAS TO LEAD... 

IF IT’S ROVER...ITS SCE 

Wherever you are in the world, if you’re considering a new car - tax free for export or tax paid 
lor return to Britain, you could he on the way to owning a prestigious new Rover at well below 
list price, 

• Big savings from the Rover/SCE Concession 

• Expert advice & test drive 

• Delivery w here you want it - shipping arranged 

• Flexible Finance - tailored to suit you - 
subject to status 

And all the other benefits which Rover buyers world-wide have come to expect 
from Rovers leading International Supply Specialists. For the full story-call us 
now or send the coupon For your full colour Rover/SCE information pack 


HOTLINE 

0367 241225 

SCE Ud, FREEPOST, 
Faringdon, 

Oxok SN7 5BR 


ROVER 


SCE 


a 


Used car disposal facility 
Widespread after sales care network 
Fast efficient mail order system 
The finest International plan - tax free 
or tax paid - from SCE 



r 

i 


Naim-: 


Title/Rank: 


n 


Addresv 


1 

| (:ir for u_sc in ( count ry ):_ 

| I am interested in : HIM) Series |_j New GOO Scries { j 300 Series j 

| 200 Cabriolet | Montego Estate |_ Metro [ J 


. Tel Ever 
Date Required: 


200 Saloon [ 200 Coupe I 

Mini | | Land Rover Defender I 

| Land Rover Discovery Q] fringe Rover Q TAX FREE FOR EXPORT Q] TAX PAID FOR lIK USE Q 

Post to SCE Ltd. Freepost, Faringdun. Oxon SN^ SBK (No stamp required if mailed \t\ \ 'K or BFPO) NN/ 1 0/ 93 
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• Right: Trainees read a 
Morse Reception Exercise 
in 1965 while, above, 
POWRENRS Rosie Hodg- 
kiss helps a Kelly student 
to learn Morse on an au¬ 
dio-visual computer-based 
system. 


• Below: Sunset for HMS 
Mercury as Capt. Paul Su- 
termeister salutes the low¬ 
ering of the White Ensign. 


Our ever popular ship & flag design sweatshirt in super 
cotton/polyester. With traditional crew neck and iong sleeves. 
Designed to team up perfectly with our summer T-shirts. 

Available in sizes: small, med, large and ex-large. 

(Colour as illustrated) 

£ 12.50 £ 13.05 

UK abroad 

Prices include post & package (surface mail) 

Send to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

Cheques made payable to: Navy News 

For orders from outside UK f payment is to be made by cheque/tntemationai Money Order in £ sterling 


Sun sets over 
Mercury 


A CHAPTER of Royal Navy history came to 
an end last month when, after 52 years, 
HMS Mercury, the Royal Navy's School of 
Communications Training, closed. 

Leydene House, in the heart of the Meon Val¬ 
ley, Hampshire, was requisitioned by the Admi¬ 
ralty in June 1941 when the bombing of the 
dockyard in Portsmouth made its presence 
there untenable and in August of that year it 
was commissioned as HMS Mercury. 

The first 300 trainees to join Mercury were 
obliged to steep in tents and, unfortunately for 
them, 1941 proved to be a particularly wet sum¬ 
mer! However, Nissen huts were rapidly con¬ 
structed before winter arrived, and facilities 
were vastly improved. 

Since then there have been several major 
building programmes and in 1977 the Naviga¬ 
tion School moved from HMS Dryad, giving Mer¬ 


cury more facets of the Operations Branch to 
train. 

Although HMS Mercury's history at Leydene 
is relatively short, there have been many distin¬ 
guished visitors and students. 

In 1972 the Basic Communications Training 
Section was given the name of Kelly Squadron 
after HMS Kelly, the war-time command of Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, who had personally 
requested that the squadron be so named. 

Earl Mountbatten, himself a Communicator, 
visited HMS Mercury and the Squadron many 
times and that particular link has continued to 
the present day in the form of a liaison between 
the squadron and the Kelly Reunion Associa¬ 
tion. 

With the closure of HMS Mercury, the Naviga¬ 
tion training department has moved back to 
HMS Dryad and Communications training 
moved to HMS Collingwood, 


• Above: Earl Mountbatten inspects Divisions in 1975. 

# Left: Leydene House, which became the Navy's Signals 
School in 1941 and which was HMS Mercury's Wardroom. 
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rree gifts as Lancaster 




WHILE alongside in King George IV Dock in Hull, 
members of HMS York's ship's company visited the 
Nestle factory. 

There Capt Paul Stone, LWEM (now POWEM) Donald 
Mitchell and WEM Lee Rhodes were presented with the 
traditional Yorkie Bar from Mr Ade Upton and Mr Gra¬ 
ham Millar, managing director of Nestle York, 

The company has always been an active supporter of 
the ship, particularly during her recent Armilla and Adri¬ 
atic deployments. 

With York some 40 miles from Hull it was difficult to 
ensure as many people as possible came to see their 
adopted ship but when she was open to visitors over 
1,000 people toured the ship in the space of only two 
hours. 


• Above: The choir stalls are filled in the Minster by 
HMS York’s ship’s company during a service conduct¬ 
ed by Rev. Canon Ralph Mayland. 

• Below: The ship’s company, led by Lieut.-Cdr. Fer¬ 
gus Giltanders, march from York Minster through SL 
Helen's Square. 

Pictures by LA(Phot) Tony Power 


celebrates 


IN A unique ceremony which made Royal Naval history HMS Lancaster and HMS 
Trafalgar were granted the Freedom of the City of Lancaster in a joint ceremony. 


As part of Lancasters 800th 
anniversary of its Royal 
Charter the two affiliated ships 
were given the Freedom of the 
City by the Lord Mayor Cllr. 
Mrs Joyce Taylor, in a ceremo¬ 
ny held at Ryelands Park, 
Two hundred and fifty men 
from both ships, along with the 
Band of the Royal Marines 
Lympstone, were on parade 
and during the ceremony Cdr. 
Mark Sloan, of HMS York, and 
Cdr. Bill Beatty, of HMS 
Trafalgar, look the oath of a 
Free Citizen on behalf of the 
ships 1 companies. 

The parade was followed by a 
Service of Thanksgiving at the 
Priory and Parish Church of 
the Blessed Mary after which 
the Colours and the Freedom 


of the City Scrolls were parad¬ 
ed through the busy city centre, 
escorted by the Guard of Hon¬ 
our and four platoons of rat¬ 
ings, The march through Lan¬ 
caster culminated at the Town 
Hall where the salute was taken 
by the Mayor. 

HMS Lancaster, the latest 
operational Type 23 frigate, 
completed Operational Sea 
Training at Portland and a 
JMC north of Scotland, HMS 
Trafalgar, mean while, is under¬ 
going refit at Dcvonport. 

The Type 42 destroyer, HMS 
York, has also made a visit to 
her affiliated town to exercise 
the ship’s right of Freedom of 
Entry to the City of York. 

POAEM Don'Philpott, LS 
Jim Alexander and LS Stan 


Stannistreet made up the Col¬ 
our Guard while the whole par¬ 
ade was led by HMS York’s 
First Lieutenant, Lieut.-Cdr. 
Fergus Gillanders. 

Outside the repaired South 
Transept of York Minster, da¬ 
maged during the fire of 1984,, 
the salute was taken by the 
Lord Mayor Cllr, Mrs Anne 
Reid, accompanied by the 
ship’s commanding officer, 
Capt, Paul Stone and the Sher¬ 
iff of York, Mr David Howell 

After the march past the 
ship’s company attended an 
Act of Worship in the Minster 
conducted by the York’s honor¬ 
ary chaplain Rev. Canon Ralph 
Mayland. 

Having completed duty as 
the Royal Escort to HMY Bri¬ 
tannia during the Queen’s Wes¬ 
tern Isles cruise HMS York de¬ 
parts for the Dutch Navy days 
in Rotterdam and then partici¬ 
pates in a NATO exercise, Ex¬ 
ercise Elder Joust. The new 
year secs the ship going into re¬ 
fit in Rosyth with a base port 
change from Rosyth to Ports¬ 
mouth in September 1994. 


• Above: The Guard of Hon¬ 
our parade through the 
streets of Lancaster. 

• Right: Pictured reading up 
on HMS Lancaster’s 800th 
anniversary are, from left, 
AMEM(M) Mark Stephenson, 
from HMS Lancaster, 
CMEM(M) Keith Guest, also 
from HMS Lancaster, and AB 
Polly Parrot, from HMS 
Trafalgar. 

Pictures by LA(Phot) Steve 
Wood 



Two pltanofnaflil WW 1 links with S. Ainu 

DURBAN'S LADY IN WHITE 

by Faria Smdle Gibson 
Tht concert utr who sang - with a tftik j*1ty m 
fur SEftflc - id thm mlbfl Sirvica folk on than 
war to war. Th« ISM edition of her 
autobiography available from Qct 93. Hardback. 
240 page*. 50 itiuttnikm*. £14JS pox lies. 

JUST NUISANCE A.B. 

by Terence Sieeon 

The niofi famout Great Dane ol al |m*! SoHb«k 
152 page* 1S Musiraiioni. £6 JS post live 
Chwjut or ADCtO^Viu No. tO: 

AadrHcnn Prrav. 113 The ftiigaway. 
iHthmr. Petti » 8«. Marti ill 4HG 
Tel: (07071 872720. Fax: (07071 073444. 



The ideal Christmas Gift for 
children aged 5-10 yrs 

MY ADVENTURE 
IN TOYTOWN 

A fully illustrated personalised Xmas 
story puffing your child centre stage 
or a Irip lo Toyfown. 

Send details of child’s firsi and Iasi 
name, friend's first name, who gift is 
from (eg Mum & Dad) + a b/w pas- 
sporl size photograph (optional) 
Send together wilh cheque/PG for 
£ 12.95 lo 

NETHERFIELD (PUBS) Pant, 
Oswestry, Shrops, SYI0 9QE. 

Deadline for Xmas delivery 1st Nov 
f UK only) 



SUPERB CHRISTMAS CARD BY TUG 

Designed Exclusively for N.N. Readers 
A high quality colourful Christmas Card in the famous 
Jack Cartoon style. Measures 7*A W x 5Vfe“ approx 

r ORDER NOW! 

Send to: 

The Business Manager, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, Queen 
Street, Portsmouth P013HH 

Cheques made payable to: Navy News 
For orders from outside UK, payment 
is to be made by cheque/intem a tbnal 
Money Order in £ sterling. 
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Options 


Paul couldn’t 


feel better! 


SHOWING due deference to his truly excellent Sick 
Berth Petty Officer is the commanding officer of 
HMS Active, Capt. Chris Beagley. For POMA Paul 
Fitzpatrick has won the Sick Berth Petty Officer's 
Efficiency Medal for outstanding work throughout 
his naval career. He joined the Royal Navy in 1976 
and has served in HM submarines Sceptre, Chur¬ 
chill and Resolution. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Graham Meggitt 


People in the Mews /W 


RACHEL’S 
TICKET 
TO RIDE 

AMONG the three £5 raffle 
tickets bought by WrenRO 
Rachel Davidson on board 
HMS Ark Royal was the 
one that won her a Rover 
2 MSI. 

She's pictured in the driving 
seal receiving the registration 
documents from Mr Garry 
Todd of Naiocars, the company 
sponsoring the raffle. 

Rachel, who only had an el¬ 
derly Ford Escort before the 
last deployment, said she was 
not yet over the novelty of pos¬ 
sessing Ibis beautiful new set of 
wheels, 

“I've done nearly 4,000 
miles, been just about every¬ 
where. I take my friends to the 
pub, shopping, wherever they 
want to go," she said. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Tony Power 


This little pig 
stays home 

WILLIE the pig is the pampered pet of the team of 
United Nations Naval Observers based at Kampong 
Chhnang in Cambodia. He's pictured in the tender care 
of Lieut. Keith Taylor. 


Said Keith, “Pigs are actu¬ 
ally jolly intelligent. Willie 
comes running when you 
call his name and if he’s 
locked out of the compound 


he’ll squeal and squeal till 
he’s let back in." 

Before his present post, 
Keith served in the nuclear 
submarine HMS Repulse. 



v the 


Bull! in SculW°”T*>, . 

The 3,580 ton wa'sh'p has o comp r ^_|| o ^ dutieSj [ os | year 
A irisquent visitor |° 1 ro i e Singapoie in exercises w! 

she proclisi ond W-* Movies. 
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l> SEETHE W3WJ5 amRENTLY 



This year's calendar once again features a fine selection 
of photographs of a wide range of current Royal Navy ships. 
Taking up the theme of "See the world. Differently", accompanying 
these pictures are views of the ports, scattered world-wide, which 
the ships have visited in the course of their operational duties. 

This colourful calendar, printed on fine-grade paper, wire bound 
at head, with high quality varnished cover and informative text 

is available from 

The Business Manager, NAVY NEWS 
HMS NELSON, PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH (TEL 0705 826040) 
PRICE (inc. P&P): UK £4.75 ABROAD (Surface Mail} £5.50 

Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to 
NAVY NEWS. 

For overseas orders, payment should be made by 
Cheque/Internationa Money Order in £ Sterling. 
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Offer applies to UK only^ 
RESERVATION APPLICATION 


November 22nd, 1993 


Respond by 

Please accept my reservation for “Trafalgar; 
Breaking the Line" by Mark Myers. The W 
diameter porcelain plate with 23K, hand applied, 
gold run will be accompanied by a numbered 
Certificate of Authenticity. I understand 3 need send 
no money now but will be invoiced £.19.50 phis 1 3.50 
p&p prior to the despatch of my pLale and that [ am 
under no obligation io buy further plates in this 
series. 


OUTSTANDING compas¬ 
sion and understanding 
marked Chief Wren (FS) 
Norma Allen's dealings 
with the families of Royal 
Marines who had died. 
Now those qualities have 
been recognised in the 
award of a Commendation 
by the Commandant Gen¬ 
eral Royal Marines, Lieut. 
General Robin Ross. 

Norma has worked with the 
Corps for five years, the last 
two at the Commando Train¬ 
ing Centre, Lympstone, but 
her Royal Navy service totals 
IB years overall. She is pic¬ 
tured receiving her awardI. 


Regional 

director 

FORMER Royal Navy cap¬ 
tain Peter Bryan has" been 
appointed by The Missions 
to Seamen as the regional 
director for fundraising in 
the south. 

After commanding submar¬ 
ines in the Navy, Peter joined 
the RN Presentation Team. 
More recently he has worked in 
the Ministry °f Defence. As 
well as being chairman of Wor¬ 
thing Sea Cadets he enjoys 
amateur dramatics and 
photography. 

The Missions to Seamen is 
the Anglican Church's ministry 
to seafarers and its chaplains 
work out of more than 300 
ports around the world. They 
visit ships and hospitals, pro¬ 
vide help in emergencies and 
disasters and work to combat 
injustices such as unpaid wages 
and unsafe ships. 


THE WEIGHT 
OF OFFICE! 

CDR. Peter Jones takes the weight — of Com¬ 
mander’s Assistant Lieut. Siobhon Leigh — as Exec¬ 
utive Commander HMS Sultan. 

He has succeeded recently promoted Capt. Peter 
Swan. Quote: “The power behind the X.” 


On October 21 1805, Nelson 
with his twenty-seven ships of the 
line engaged thirty-three ships of ihe 
Franco-Spanish fleet. At Admiral 
Nelson's command, Ihe signal was hoisted 
to the yardarms and mastheads of his flagship 
HMS Victory England Expects That Every Man 

Will Do His Duty. The Battle ol Trafalgar had 
begun, a scene from which is so expressively and 
dramatically depicted on this limited edition 
collector plate; ygu almost experience a presence 
of being there with the sea boiling and churning as 
the master mariners manoeuvre these great war 
vessels into broadside firing position; (he roar of 
the cannons, the smell of gunpowder and (he 
screams of cannon balls tearing through the satis 
bringing rigging crashing to the decks.. . shouted 
commands and the blast of dose-quarter musket 
fire - terrifying carnage. It was from a French 
musket shot , at the height d this epic confrontation 
that Admiral Nelson was mortally wounded; 
however, he lived long enough to learn o! the 
greatest of his victories, one that dashed forever 
Napoleon's dream of fiuperionly at sea. 

A Landmark Premiere 

Now, the drama ol this historic battle is captured 
on fine porcelain. "Trafalgar; Breaking the Line" 
depicts the pivotal moment with the Victory about 
to break through the enemy ships, Bucentaifte and 
Redoubtable. To bring you ’Trafalgar - Breaking 
the Line", The Hamilton Collection especially 
commissioned Mark Myers, (he esteemed marine 
artist to depid this historical sea battle, 'Trafalgar: 
Breaking (he Line" premieres a superb 
commemorative Beri&e: Great British 5m 

Battles Plate Collection. Each original Mark Myers 
work will be presented on an 8Vz' '"canvas" of 


‘Trafalgar 

‘Breathing the Line 

shimmering porcelain enhanced with a 2mm rim 
of gleaming 23K gold. As an owner ol 'Trafalgar; 
Breaking the Line", you will be guaranteed the 
right — bul never the obligation — to purchase all 
subsequen t plates in (ha collection al the original 
issue pnee of £19.50 each, unless you choose to do 
sc later. Furthermore, you may acquire 
'"Trafalgar: Breaking the lane" and every plate In 
the collection at absolutely no risk The 
Hamilton Collection 100% Buy-Back Guarantee 
assures you may return any plate lor a full 
unquestioned refund within 30 days, This does not 
affect your statutory rights. Applications to own 
this remarkable Mark Myers work will be 
processed m order of receipt. Orders received 
alter the edition limit is reached will be returned. 
Register your application today, 1991 HC. 

The Hamilton Collection 

Reg Address: Harmon House, Copenhagen Streel, 
W*rr-«terWR!2HB <R«g No PCI MW) 


City™---- 

County _____—_ 

~ i i i it i m 

Post today to The Hamilton Collection 
Freepost (WR59) Worcester WRJ 1BR 
U'jVo stamp required) MM01 QD30j 


Up in the 


BRUSH WITH FAME 


AB Steve Spickett showed a nifty turn of 
speed with the paint brush during HMS 
Cumberland's 17-day visit to Tampa, 
Florida. 

He was the star of the day when he featured 
in full glorious colour on the front page of the 
Tampa Tribune after local media and a BBC 
film crew covered a prestigious sales promo¬ 
tion in aid of industries in Cumbria, the Type 
22 frigate’s affiliated county. 

Attended by American businessmen, the 
promotion included displays* Cumbrian food 
tastings and video presentations — and was 
very successful. It was the first enterprise of its 
type for a Royal Navy ship and took place 
after the Working ton-based Cumbria Market¬ 
ing Initiative approached the Cumberland’s 
CO, Capt. Derek Anthony. 

During the maintenance period, members of 
the ship's company look time to visit the Dis¬ 
ney attractions in Orlando and Gulf of Mexico 
beaches. Afterwards, the Cumberland resumed 
her duties as West Indies Guard Ship. 

Picture; David Harris 


Name ____ 

' Delete 12 ifplKitile 

Address- 

ffiUDOLCftlTrAUKUSft 


clouds 


A STOKERS’ expedition to 
the Caparao National Park. 
Brazil, has earned its partici¬ 
pants the Bullawayo Trophy, 
The party from HMS Her¬ 
ald, led by LMEM(L) David 
Anderson, received the 
award from Cdre Taylor* 
Devonport Deputy Naval 
Base Commander. 

David’s second in command 
was L.MEM Steve Irving, The 
group’s itinerary involved hik¬ 
ing, climbing Pico de Bandeira 
(2,890m) and exploring in and 
around Cachocira Bonita (the 
Beautiful Waterfall). 

Pictured disappearing into 
the misty heights arc (clockwise 
from left) CKs Rhys Locke and 
Warren Dimond (the First Aid¬ 
ers). MEM Chris Harris. MEM 
Malcolm Clarke. MEM David 
Hamer. MEM David Moy and 
LMEMs Anderson and Irving. 
MEM Tim Clark was the man 
behind the camera. 


Signature __ 

Please reserve (.tick bgx} I Plate j ^ 

1 would like my application lo Im considered 
for one additional plate if available 2 Plates 

<Wi Kn, Km Nil 1 


BOOM BOOM 

WARRANT Officer (Sur¬ 
vey Recorder) Bernie 
Scrivens, who has retired 
from the Royal Navy after 
a career stretching back 
to February 1959, was 
the last serving member 
of the old Boom Techni¬ 
cal! Branch and the 
Navy's most senior sur¬ 
vey rating. 


NORMA: A FRIEND INDEED 
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Options 

on for 

Falklands 

families 

RELATIVES of seafarers who 
died during the Falklands' War 
are invited LG attend Lhe inau¬ 
gural dedication of the Falk¬ 
lands Chapel on Oct, 24. 

SeL appropriately, on board 
HMS Plymouth, Birkenhead, 
the ship in which the surrender 
of the occupying forces of 
South Georgia was signed, the 
chape] is the first floating me¬ 
morial to sailors lost during the 
campaign. 

Anyone interested in attend¬ 
ing the service should contact 
Mrs B Fen Ion, Friends of the 
Historic Warships, HMS Plym¬ 
outh, Dock Road, Birkenhead, 
Wirral L41 IDJ as soon as 
possible. 





summer for 




elo team 

A CREW from 705 Sqn. at RN air station Culdrose, flying a 
Gazelle helicopter, have just completed a successful 
season of competition. 

Lieut. Bob Hubble, left, and CPOACMN Roy Eggleston 
competed in the British Helicopter Championships at 
Newbury and came away with the Famous Grouse Trophy 
in the slalom and precision flying rescue event, beating 19 
other teams. 

Flying prowess 

Their precision flying prowees was also on display at Middie 
Wallop, Wilts,, where, competing against other military teams, 
they won the Helicopter Challenge, demonstrating slalom, bomb 
drop and balloon bursting skills, techniques which have a serious 
side when applied to honing flying skills for Search and Rescue, 

Both aviators have also made a bid for TV stardom — they were 
filmed putting their Gazelle through its paces as part of the 
London Weekend Television programme “You Bet”. The show is 
being broadcast later in the autumn but details are being kept 
“top secret" until then! 

Picture: LA{Phot) Richards 
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D id you know "Aggies 1 ' has 
been helping the sailor am 
his family since fi^MM 
sailors of the day asked her to 
provide them wfh a "Pub with n 


football, in the lounge coffee ba 
Sailors can get a meek play 
computer games or 
the MLssioner and hl£ wife far thl 
home from home. 

When you next haves run 
ashore, why not give the one in 
your port a try? SfijjPfiia 


Family acci 


help yot lt Wi 
oounds a m 
AaYouEarr 


STRUGGLING to get to grips with each other 
are, from left, WO Florrie Ford (WOs’ and SRs* 
Mess President) and Cdr. Rod O’Connor (Ward¬ 
room Mess President) who started off an hilari¬ 
ous evening’s entertainment in HMS Raleigh. 

The two men were wrestling for the Stumper 
Trophy competed for each term by the Senior 


Rates and the Wardroom. Jousting, crazy golf, 
Twister and golf are just a few of the games 
played for in the past but this term the Senior 
Rates donned their Sumo outfits and posed a 
formidable challenge in the ring. 

However, the Wardroom proved to be no 
pushovers and won the event in a close-run 
finish* 


BUILT IN UK 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished to a 
beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled glass. We 
can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5. 


Mounted on a mahogany plinth £8i 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £63 
Mounted ori a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


6 Dial Porthole dock £71 
6 Dior Porthole barometer £73 
5 Dial Porthole clock £64 
S Dial Porthole barometer £66 
3Vi" Dial Porthole clock £51 
3ft" Dial Porthole barometer £53 
334" Dial dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5 Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £136 
,Postage and packing, add £3.50 (U.K.) and £20 (overseas) to 
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston 
Observatory, 58/59, Market Place, Hull HUt 1RH 
E 3 Telephone 0482 223454/224412, Fax 0482 2197933 


Fishermen at 


two groups. 

The morning was spent out 
on the River Forth, on board 
the offshore fishery protection 
vessel HMS Leeds Castle where 
the visitors were able to watch 
various naval manoeuvres, in¬ 
cluding Lhe operation of Sea 
Riders, the small craft used in 
boarding operations. 

This was followed by a tour 


with Navy Support command 

gathers at Bath 


A GROUP of fishermen from Seahouses in Northumber¬ 
land, spent a day with the Navy in Rosylh on a visit designed 
to foster friendship and a greater understanding between the 


GENUINE HAND PAINTED 
REPRODUCTIONS OF 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Our artists will aim to faithfully reproduce, 
in oil on canvas, absolutely any 
photograph, print or slide in any size. 

Personnel portrait, ships and 
landscapes are our speciality. We can 
also reproduce over 50 grand 
masierpieces to grace your office or living 
room and all at very attractive prices 
For your FREE information 
pack write to or telephone 

REGENCY FINE ART 

13 Westover Road, Copnor 
Portsmouth, Hants 
0705 786370 (24 hours) 


of the nuclear submarine HMS 
Revenge and a visit to the Syn- 
crolift. This shiplift platform 
enables vessels of up to 1,000 
tonnes to be lifted out of the 
water and taken on a special 
railway to undercover refitting 
bays. 

The day ended with lea in 
the Senior Rates’ Mess in HMS 
Cochrane and a social evening 
held in the Naval Provost Mar¬ 
shal Headquarters, Rosyth. 


ONE of the results of a project, set up in mid-1990, to study the workings between 
the Controller of the Navy (CofN) and Chief of Fleet Support (CFS), is the forma¬ 
tion of a new Naval Support Command (NSC) which is due to be implemented in 
April next year, bringing together, for the first time, support functions currently 
dispersed among CofN, C1NCNAVHOME, CFS and CINCFLEET. 


"Aggies " cares for sailors 

irfamilies 




AGNES WESTON'S 

Royal Sailors' Rests 

Serving the Roved Ntirv since IN76 


“PIPERS INTERCONTINENTAL^ 


Bookings taken for 

1994 / 5/6 

Fax/Phone: 071 236 5160 
Mobile Phone; 0831 401 861 

Reasonable Quotes 
Any Occasion 
Any Venue 
Any Country 


The new NSC will have a 
mix of new and existing Direc¬ 
torates including: 

# Director General Fleet Sup¬ 
port (Operations and Plans) res¬ 
ponsible for Nava! logistics 
policy and infrastructure, 
CFS’s plans and policy, and 
communications and informa¬ 
tion systems. 

• Director General Fleet Sup¬ 
port (Ships), consisting of the 
former Ship Refining Organi¬ 
sations together with in-Serviee 
ship and submarine project ele¬ 
ments transferred from the Sea 
Systems Conlrotleratc and 
some members of the Fleet En¬ 
gineering Staff. 


• Director General Fleet Sup¬ 
port (Equipment and Systems) 
which will bring together Direc¬ 
tor General Marine Engineer¬ 
ing from lhe SSC, with the in- 
Service weapons project staff 
from Portsdown and Portland, 
some Fleet Engineering Start 
and most of the Specialist Engi¬ 
neering Stores Directorate from 
DGST(N), 

• Director General Supplies 
and Transport (Naval), continu¬ 
ing in his existing role in the 
material management of stores 
and equipment, food, fuel and 
the provision of transport. 

• Director General Aircraft 
(Navy) responsible for the cost- 


etfeciive support of naval air¬ 
craft, tri-service helicopters and 
their aero engines. 

# Hydrographer, the Hydro- 
graphic Office, a Defence Sup¬ 
port Agency, responsible for 
the Defence Charting and 
Marine Science requirements 
specified by the MOD Defence 
Hydrographic Products Re¬ 
quirement Group and also the 
provision of charts and publi¬ 
cations for sale world-wide. 

The new headquarters for the 
NSC will be located in the Bath 
area where some 75 per cent of 
the staff of the new headquar¬ 
ters already work. 

Some FOSM and ex-Fleet 
Engineering Staff moved to 
Bath at the beginning of this 
month and CFS and his Lon¬ 
don staff will relocate there in 
April next year. 


SUPER SUMO FOR 
STUMPER TROPHY 
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Photographs 

Loft, The Mayor of SundertancL Cllr. Bryan Charlton and the Commanding 
Officer of HMS Arrow, Cdr. David Gurdaff share a joke with the Cotour Guard 
during the inspection. 

Below, HMS Arrow off Sunderland 

Pictures. Simcteriand Echo 


HMS AVENGER, Type-21 frigate and aisler-ship of Arrow, is meanwhile visiting further afield, to the 
Russian port of Novorossik, Odessa in the Ukraine, Constanta in Romania and Varna, in Bulgaria. 

At Novorosstk the ship's company will he joining in celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the city's liberation in the Second world War, the 150th anniversary of the city's foundation and the 
300th anniversary of the Russian Navy* 

Avenger is carrying with her beds, medical supplies and a cargo of cuddly toys for the local 
hospital and orphanage, following a charity appeal In Plymouth, twin city to the Russian port. 

Picture above — ABs Jamie Dougan (left) and Ash Hailwood with some of the toys destined for 
Russian orphans* 

Picture — lA{Phot) Andy White 


Farewells 
for Arrow 

SUNDERLAND'S adopted warship, HMS Arrow, flew the Hag of the city as she entered the 
port for the last lime — the port where, in July 1976, she was first commissioned. 

The Mayor of Sunderland, Cllr. Bryan Charlton, flew out to join the ship to enter port 
and, later in ihc visit, he took the salute as the ship’s company, colour guard and CinC 
Fleet's Royal Marines Band marched through the city’s streets, exercising their Freedom of 
the City, 


There then followed a recep¬ 
tion for the ship’s company, 
hosted by the City Council, and 
a farewell flypast by the Red 
Arrows aerobatic team, also af¬ 
filiated to HMS Arrow. 

The ship's charities look the 
last opportunity to present 
cheques to their adopted causes 
in the city — the Sunderland 
Society for the Mentally Handi¬ 
capped, Sunderland and Dis¬ 
trict Association for Spina 
Bifida and the local branch of 
the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association. The ship's flight 


called on the local hospital to 
present a goodbye cake. 

That evening cx-command- 
ing officers of HMS Arrow at¬ 
tended a dinner on board and a 
special presentation was made 
to the ship’s laundryman, Mr 
Tao, in recognition of his 18 
year's service in the ship. 

The visit was one that the 
people of Sunderland look to 
their hearts, with large crowds 
cheering during the marchpast 
ceremony, and a very success¬ 
ful last open-to-visitors day. 

As she left her “home town” 
the jetty and breakwater were 


and the ship sailed amidst the 
sounding of horns and ringing 
cheers. A fitting end to Arrow's 
long association with the City 
of Sunderland. 

Despite all these Farewell cer¬ 
emonies, HMS Arrow is not yet 
ready to bow out. She contin¬ 
ues her operational role during 
the autumn in a number of ex¬ 
ercises and trials, reluming to 
Devonport in December, to 
pay off early in the new year 
before being transferred to the 
Pakistan Navy on 1st March. 


I Can 

offer you the best overall car deal 
in the market, backed by the best 
company with 25 years experience 
in fulfilling your needs. 

You 


choose from over 600 new models from: Ford, Vauxhall, Peugeot, 
Volkswagen, Rover, Land Rover, Volvo, Audi & Mercedes-Benz. 

... always be certain of a specially discounted price, tax free or tax paid. 
... receive extra special bonuses on many models. 

... be guided through the new 1993 tax free EC customs regulations. 

... enjoy a guaranteed quality used car, backed by the RAC. 

... part exchange your left or right hand drive car. 

... finance your car at a competitive rate*. 

... qualify for special motor insurance discount. 

... have your car delivered anywhere you like. 

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED IS AT 


NA TOCARS 

OF BRIDGWATER 


NATOCARS LTD. WYLDS ROAD, \ 

BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4DG. ^ 

Offers subject to status and conditions. "Fuff details on request 


U.K. HOT LINE 


. Rank:_ 

I S lit name: 


initials: 




Address: 


l_ 

| Telephone - work: 

I home:. 


^ 0278^55555 

Please send the Natocars booklet, price guide, & car brochures of my choice 

I arr interesied in: 

Tan Free □ Part Exchange D 
Tax Paid □ Savings Plan □ 
Used Car □ Finance 
rmm insurance 0 


New Car Make 

Model 








Delivery date {Required): ___ For use in (Country): _ TOCARS 

I NATOCARS LTD. WYLDS RQ, BRIDGWATER SOMERSET, TAG 4DG. Tel: (0278) 455555 _ M'^OF BRIDGWATE R \ 














































■ MEWSVIEW - 

Passing the 
love of 
machinery 

"MOST of the jobs we can do as well as the 
lads, but there are one or two that need some 
extra muscle. But then again we sometimes 
find it easier to do the more intricate work." 

Thus PO Wren Sue Orr, quoted in some WRNS 
recruiting literature in 1990. Trained as an air engi¬ 
neering mechanic, she would probably have happily 
identified with the late Isobel Barnett — best remem¬ 
bered as a regular on TV s What s My Line’ and one 
of the original television personalities' — who easily 
rose above a debate on equality between the sexes 
with the classic put-down: 11 1 don't want to be equal 
—- I'd rather be superior and different.'' 

The path towards full integration of the WRNS into 
the RN has been strewn with thorns and it is ironic 
that its strongest enabling factor, the decision to 
send Wrens to sea, came about against a back¬ 
ground of concern over the Navy's future manning 
position — the same expediency that led to its origi¬ 
nal formation in 1917 and its reformation in 1939, 
(the file on the possible reorganisation of the WRNS 
in peacetime, dated 15.8.22, was found marked 
Dead, Scheme dropped by Board order ). 

Writing in The Wren in February 1991, the then 
Director WRNS, Commandant Anthea Larken added 
that it came about "equally in recognition of the 
changing place of women in society and the need to 
provide them, so far as practicable, with the same 
career opportunities as their RN colleagues,'' 

Prejudice at home 

Yet the retiring — and last — DWRNS has signed 
off with a note of regret that, while she sees no 
reason why a woman should not one day command 
a major warship, few women engineers have been 
attracted to the Service (see centre pages). 

Small hands have long made light work of delicate 
technical tasks — notably in the Fleet Air Arm — so 
the irony will be compounded if the opportunity to 
storm a traditionally male bastion should be re¬ 
pulsed simply through lack of numbers. 

Undoubtedly the attitude of society as a whole is 
to blame for this situation. Recent surveys have 
indicated that women have failed to rise as far and 
as fast as they should in commerce, administration 
and across a whole range of professions and spe¬ 
cialisations. 

Towards engineering as a career for women 
prejudice starts early, in the home and in our 
schools, Commandant Anne Spencer suggests — 
and she has a point. How many tittle girls, presented 
with a doll’s pram at Christmas, would rather have 
had a set of Meccano? 


‘BETTER HOMES — AND BETTER STANDARD OF SUPPORT’ 


Housing trust 
plan may be a 


better deal 
for MQs 


Because housing takes 
its place alongside ships, 
aircraft and pensions in 
the annual fight for cash, 
all too often married 
quarters take a knock as 
improvements are can¬ 
celled to finance equip¬ 
ment programmes and 
pay rises. 

Now the MOD is looking 
into leasing its MQs to a In- 
Service Housing Trust which 
would undertake to bring all 
the property up to best hous¬ 
ing standards within five 
years. 

A Housing Task Force was set 
up in 1991 to consider how Ser¬ 
vice housing might be improved, 
together with the wider problems 
of redundancy brought about 
through Options for Change. 

Following its recommendation 
that the MOD MQ estate should 
be transferred to a non-profit 
making trust, a Housing Trust 
Team was created which has now 
engaged accountants Coopers 
and Lyhrand to explore the prac¬ 
ticalities of a 99 year lease. 

Improvements 

The MOD owns and manages 
about 70,000 homes in the UK. 
excluding Northern Ireland, 
which makes it one of Britain's 
biggest housing organisations. 
Although some of them are new, 
in good condition and located in 
pleasant surroundings, "a de¬ 
press ingly high proportion" arc 
not, 

Cdr Colin Watkins, the Naval 
member of the Housing Trust 
Team set up to explore the idea, 
told Navy News that a Trust 
would be able to borrow money 
from the private sector to finance 
any improvements — so MQs 


would no longer have to compete 
for money with other Defence 
priorities. 

“We want ail MQs brought up 
to an equivalent Grade 1 stan¬ 
dard — including modernisation 
of kitchens, bathrooms, central 
heating and so on. The Trust 
would be required to rectify defi¬ 
ciencies in these areas much 
more quickly than under the pre¬ 
sent system. 

Top up’ 

"MQ charges will be collected 
exactly as now, directly from pay 

— Centurion would deduct them 
as normal and although your C3 
might show 'MQ charge paid to 
Trust’ the Trust itself would have 
no direct access to your pay." 

They might go up a hit, though 

— charges would continue to be 
set by the independent Armed 
Forces Pay Review Body, and as 
the Trust would be committed to 
upgrading the MQ estate, any 
improvements would attract 
charges for the higher grade, just 
as they did now. 

The MOD would “top up" the 
charges to give the Trust a realis¬ 
tic rent. 

It was possible that those MQs 
that lay outside security fences 
and were not required by the Ser¬ 
vices during the next six months 


might be let to suitable civilians. 
Security and social implications 
were being studied. 

It had not yet been decided 
how to apply for a quarter if the 
Trust idea came into being, but 
whether through the Service or 
directly to the Trust, applicants 
would still be offered an appro¬ 
priate MQ in their entitled area 
— and might well have a wider 
selection, as the Trust housing 
regions would be iri-service. 
Local offices would run a repair 
organisation similar to the one 
operating now. 

Likewise MQs surplus to re¬ 
quirement would continue to be 
sold — though the Trust could 
not sell without the approval of 
the MOD, which would still keep 
the freehold. With the draw 
down of the Army and the RAF 
from Germany there would any* 
way actually be more Service 
families in MQs in the UK. even 
though the overall number of 
Service personnel is smaller. 


Flexible 

The Trust might ask a Housing 
Association to manage certain 
groups of MQs — one of the 
benefits of such a liaison being 
that on leaving the Service the 
occupant would already be l in 


the system 7 if a Housing Associa¬ 
tion home was required. 

Commanding officers’ views 
would be crucial in the housing 
of their people and the Trust 
would have to be flexible enough 
to deal with welfare situations. 

“We also intend to give occu¬ 
pants more of a say in how their 
MQs are run and plan to consult 
the wives as plans for establish¬ 
ing the Trust develop," said Cdr. 
Watkins. 

"We hope n may come into 
force before the end of next year 
— but before this happens the 
Services will need to be certain 
that the final concept accords 
with their expectations." 

Sensible 

Trades Unions of those em¬ 
ployed in the running of MQs 
were being kept informed of de¬ 
velopments. The Navy itself 
viewed the Trust concept as fea¬ 
sible — provided occupants re¬ 
ceived a better deal at no extra 
cost to the Navy. 

Says Second Sea Lord Vice Ad- 
miral Sir Michael La yard: 
"Much remains to be done be¬ 
fore it can be validated — but if 
the Trust can provide Naval fam¬ 
ilies with better homes, a better 
standard of support and at a sen¬ 
sible charge, then 1 will welcome 
it.” 















































































































































































































• Top — HMS Liverpool 
entering Jebel All port, 
DubaL 


• Inset — MEM Jamie Co¬ 
dling (left) and MEM Stuart 
Bradley from HMS Liver¬ 
pool hitch a ride with an 
Arab boatman in Dubai 
Creek. 


• Left — The Type 22 fri¬ 
gate HMS Cornwall (fore¬ 
ground) hands over Gulf 
patrol duties to HMS 
Liverpool. 


Options 


mission 


POSTCARDS from her Liv¬ 
erpool home keep Sub 
Lieut Simone Roche smil¬ 
ing during the long weeks 
on Armilla Patrol. 

Lest her head be turned 
by the attractions of more 
exotic ports, she asked 
her grandfather Frankie 
Doran from WaJton to send 
her a tew reminders of her 
roots. 

0 Simone, who signed on 
at Derby Road recruiting 
office five years ago and is 
now serving in HMS Liver¬ 
pool, shows off her collec¬ 
tion. 
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Warm 

work 

fora 

cook! 

COMMANDING Officer of HMS Liverpool Cdr. Peter 
Steel was a passenger in a French Navy helicopter 
that caught fire as it landed on the deck of his ship. 

Black smoke poured from the Lynx's tail section — but 
Chief Cook Nigel Wilkinson's five man fire team smoth¬ 
ered the flames in six seconds flat. There were no injuries. 

The Type 42 destroyer and the French frigate La Monte 
Prcquet had been carrying out joint manoeuvres in the 
Gulf, where HMS Liverpool has relieved HMS Cornwail on 
the Armilla Patrol. 

Later the helicopter was craned ashore for repairs at 
Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates — and the Liverpool 
received a signal of thanks for its prompt action in saving 
the aircraft from serious damage. 

Keeping watch 

It is now 13 years since the Royal Navy began regularly 
patrolling these waters and duties now include preventing 
Saddam Hussein from importing weapons — or exporting 
oil. 

Liverpool took over from Cornwall in temperatures of 
4Q°C and drenching humidity — quite a contrast to the 
cold winds off Anglesey in May when both ships took part 
in the Battle of the Atlantic Fleet Review. 

As Cornwall moved on to Singapore and the Pacific, 
Liverpool began the round of 12 hours on, 12 hours off 
with the US warships keeping watch on the coasts of Iraq. 
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FREE 

CONSULTATION 



NO SCARRING 

Safe, effective 
laser treatment 
by doctors. 

As seen on BBC1 and ITV 
No evidence of scarring 
in over 15,000 treatments 


Telephone 0752 607252 
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“I seen no reason why a woman should not one 
day command a major 
warship’’ 

Commandant Anno Spencer , 
fast Director WRNS. 


“IN 1917 we weren’t allowed gold lace because the 
Treasury thought it was wasted on women. It was 
decreed that gold should be the prerogative of the 
men. We’ve got it now, though ., ■” 

Commandant Anne Spencer retires as Director WRNS 
this month. She will be the last of her line. The Wrens have 
finally become the victims of their own success — in all 
but name they have already been integrated with the 
Royal Navy for some time, but tying up the loose ends has 
left her with a sense of quiet satisfaction mingled with 
natural feelings of regret for a Service whose absorption 
into the overall structure of the RN now seems 
foreordained. 


It had certainly not always been so. As recently as 19B9 the 
Navy was confidently predicting that “as long as there is a Royal 
Navy there is likely to be a Women’s Royal Naval Service.” 

Towards the end of the First World War the women’s branch of 
the Navy was formed out of expediency, “to release the men for 
sea service." After the Armistice Dame Katherine Furse argued a 
strong case for a non-paid reserve of volunteers, but the Admiral¬ 
ty turned her down. 

"I think they thought World War 1 really had been "the war to 
end all wars' and they couldn’t see the need. When the WRNS 
reformed in World War II there were more Wrens serving than the 
entire strength, maJe and female, of today’s Fleet, 

"After World War 11 it was felt that a small WRNS could be 
maintained and then expanded when necessary — and that has 
been the position ever since, with numbers at around 3,000." 

Even so, the moves towards a commonality of approach came 
piecemeal over the years — and were not always welcome within 
the WRNS itself, Co-location of the training establishments at 
HM3 Raleigh, the arrival of women at Dartmouth and the integra¬ 
tion of drafting and appointors were each attended by moments 
of doubt. 

Commandant Spencer has seen them all in the course of her 
31-year career — and found they all came out in the wash with a 
speed that has allowed her to watch recent, potentially more 
divisive developments with equanimity. 

"J remember when we came under the Naval Discipline Act in 
1977 some WRNS Officers said they were going to resign — but 
of course it didn't really make much difference at all. Major 
disciplinary problems had always been referred to the Captains 


Pictures (clockwise from above); 

0 Remember the empire expects that every woman 
witt do her duty J — Dame Katherine Furse, the first 
Director WRNS, dictates to her secretary t Miss 
Butcher , at her 1918 headquarters in Great Stanhope 
Street. 

0 Looking over a surrendered U-Boat, HMS Dolphin 
1919 — service in submarines remains a question 
mark over Wrens at sea. 


0 To some, the girt s nt 
seemed like a throwbaci 
side their male counter p 
five note 


0 Small hands for the 
World War t girl mecbani 
Navy is still not attracts 


of the establishments anyway, i suppose the only difference had 
been, if anyone had actually deserted — which happened very 
rarely — we just let them go ,, 

With the introduction of Wrens at sea the tabloid press sniffed 
hungrily for the first whiff of scandal — but found surprisingly 
tittle to satisfy its appetite for tales of low adventure on the high 
seas. As so often in the past, expectations failed to match up to 
the actuality. 

“Back in the mid 60s 1 was one of the first people sent out to 
set up a WRNS unit in Singapore. The Old Guard out there were 
quite convinced they were ail going to cause mayhem — and of 
course they didn't. 

"At cocktail parties people would sidle up to you and say "How 
many Wrens have you sent home pregnant, then?’ and we’d say 
“How many daughters have you sent home?’ And then they T d 
shamble off again! 

"A few years later, when we moved from the Duchess of Kent 
barracks into Nelson and Vernon there was shock-horror when 
women first appeared in the Wardroom — it was the same reac¬ 
tion when they first appeared at sea. If lasted about five minutes 
— I’ve seen it all happen so much and things soon settle down." 

Commandant Spencer’s com monsense approach may seem 


far removed from Dame Katherine Purse’s Christmas exhortation 
to her troops in 1917: “Remember the Empire expects that every 
woman will do her duty" — followed up a year later with “Fear 
God. Honour the King." Such homilies contain the unfortunate 
suggestion, as with Nelson’s famous signal before Trafalgar, that 
something less might actually have been expected of their 
recipients. 

But her instincts are exactly alike in spirit. All her predecessors 
have had to face up to a bastion of male prejudice (when Dame 
Vera Laughton-Matthews’ proposal to send Wrens to the Orkneys 
was scoffed at, she protested: "My girls have it up here, you 
know," and a worried Admiral replied: “It doesn’t matter where 
your girls have it — my boys will find it!") which recent surveys of 
the progress of women in all fields of social, commercial and 
political activity suggest still predominates. 

Her strength at this critical time in the development of the 
women’s role in an increasingly concentrated branch of the 
Armed Forces has lain in a realistic assessment of its range. 
Softly spoken, in the way of people who are accustomed to being 
listened to, she exhibits none of the stridency of “feminist’ cam¬ 
paigners whose outpourings tend to alienate conservative ele¬ 
ments on both sides of the sexual divide, 

“It was found in World War I — and certainly in World War 11 — 
that women were very efficient and performed a whole range of 
military tasks very well. But men and women differ, of course — 
and from the point of view of women in the military context they 
don’t have the same upper body strength. 

“It is no good trying to overcome this — they’ve tried it in the 
United States Navy, but even if they do loads and loads of 
exercises women just don’t develop much more muscle in that 
area. 

“But particularly in fiddling jobs and jobs that require sustained 
concentration, women are often better than men. For the former, 
this dexterity was noticed in the Fleet Air Arm fifty years ago 
when small hands were fund to be a positive advantage as our 
girls were trained as air mechanics — and for the latter, there is 
obvious value in the operations room of a modern warship, where 
the capacity for intense, close attention over a long period is a 
paramount virtue. 

“For this reason I am saddened by the fact that we are still not 
attracting enough engineers. The schools still train girls with a 
bias towards arts subjects and the same attitude persists in the 
home. 

"Girls don’t get toy trains to play with. They are not encouraged 
to strip their bicycles down. 

“When I started out, if you went to university you could train as 
a teacher or go into hotel and catering management — and that 
was about it. Even 30 years ago, very few girls became lawyers or 
doctors or whatever — because everyone expected them to want 
to get married and leave it all behind. 

“But there have always been career-minded women who have 
wanted to stay in the Armed Services — and I see no reason why 
a woman should not one day command a major warship, for 
instance. 

"The difficulty is always that women have babies — and that’s 
not likely to change! I would find it very difficult to reconcile a sea 
career with motherhood, with going away for six months at a time 
■— unless you’ve got a very amenable husband! 

“The US Navy expects its women to think hard before they 
have children and then to make the necessary arrangements — 
and they warn them that these can be very expensive. 

“I remember meeting a US intelligence officer in Naples. She 
was expecting her second child and had engaged an Italian child 
minder for the first one. She said the child didn’t know whether he 
was Italian or American. 

"Creches are hardly the norm in the USN — and 1 think it Is very 
difficult for us when the Services are being cut and they want the 
money to go into buying ships and submarines to start asking for 
a lot of extra welfare services. 

“Whether you think the State should provide these is another 


Options 


End of a long engi 
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uniforms currently on trial 
t to the 1920s — seen along 
i arts they strike a more post- 

hddltng jobs — as early as 
cs proved their worth, but the 
>g enough female engineers 


matter — personally* I think if people want children then they 
should think it out very carefully and then make the arrangements 
to fit that decision in with their careers/ 1 

That women have exerted a civilising influence on life at sea — 
a fact frequently attested by their Commanding Officers — comes 
as no real surprise to Commandant Spencer, or probably to 
anyone else, though there remain a few old salts who would 
rather have it otherwise. 

She is conscious, though, of the fact that many WRNS never 
donned a blue suit — with blue lace — with that option in mind. 

“A lot of them may have thought they wouldn't have wanted to 
go to sea — but l think they can see it is the only way forward and 
they are pleased that it has happened. 

It is not easy for a woman in her late 20s or early 30s to 
suddenly have to go to sea T not having had the experience or 
background of the men. It has been a bit of a culture shock for 
them too T remember — and it has meant they have had an awful 
ot to learn in a hurry. 

"Sut that’s what the Navy's all about — a lot of the men moan 
about going to sea, too, and yet after a few months in a shore job 
they are dying to get back again, 

"The recent spate of redundancies has left a lot of people 
unsettled. They listen to a lot of buzzes on the grapevine — and 
most of them give a very distorted picture. 

"For instance — the question of women serving in submarines. 


• Recruiting leaflet. WTO. tnsdl 1980s logo 


0 First Wrens at sea in HMS Invincible, 28 November 
1990 — Radio Operators Karen Stevenson and An¬ 
drea Yarrow signal the wey ahead 


0 The Peace Parade ot 1946 — the WRNS march 
past King George Vl t Queen Elizabeth, Princess Eliza 


0 Boar's crew Wrens handled many kinds of small 
craft m harbours and coastal wafers in World War // — 
some were trained fo pilot ships across the Channel 
after D-Day. 


herb and Queen Mary Over 75. 
World War II 


Basically, the current classes just aren’t amenable to conversion, 
but the Minister has asked for it to be kept open and we’ll look at 
it again tn another five years. I’m not personally in favour of the 
idea . * 

Perhaps the most problematic of recent WRNS innovations has 
to do with uniform — always a touchy subject Dame Katherine 
Purse’s 1917 design has stood the test of time, for her basic 
officer’s No 5s remain much the same today, only hemlines rising 
and falling to the dictates of fashion. Something more was 
needed, however, 

"As a shore-based service we just had a skirted suit and 
tropical dress, so something suitable for sea service was a must 
— something feminine, smart, practical and comfortable that 
complemented the men’s uniform. 

"If you’re lining the ship coming into harbour you want to look 
all of one company. The first photographs Of the new uniform now 
going for trial were taken at the Battle of the Atlantic commemo¬ 
rations —« and out of context they really did look like something 
produced by the House of Elliot — black stockings and shoes 
with tropical dress? 

"Once you see the designs set alongside their male counter¬ 
parts, I think you can appreciate that they will work together/’ 
0The Association of Wrens’ triennial reunion will be held at 
Wembiey Conference Centre on October 9, For details telephone 
071 932-0111. 
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AMONG OUR 
SOUVENIRS 

OVER 200 photographs from the Navy News archive illustrate this unique album, 
published in the newspaper's 40th year 


THE Navy 

IN THE /Veivs 


1954-1991 


Detailed captions de 
scribe the activities of the 
post-war Fleet in the nuclear 
age, spanning the Cold War 
arms race that coloured 
most of the Senior Service’s 
strategic thinking in this 
period. 

Along the way lay other 
preoccupations, such as 
Suez; the Indonesian Con¬ 
frontation; the long-running 
Beira Patrol, enforcing sanc¬ 
tions against Rhodesia; the 
Armilla Patrol in the Gulf — 
that continues to this day — 
the battle for the Falkland*; 


and the campaign to liberate 
Kuwait in 1991 — by which 
time the Cold War had come 
to an end with the colirpse 
of the Soviet Union. 

In his foreword, First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir Benjamin 
Bathurst says this book it 
“not just an exercise in nos¬ 
talgia, for it shows clearly 
how far we have come/' 

When the first edition of 
Navy News appeared in 
1954 it featured ships still 
operating that were built in 
the 1930s, Now the Royal 


Navy boasts the most 
modern Fleet that Great Bri¬ 
tain has deployed world¬ 
wide since the early 1920s. 
In such circumstances, it will 
ever be a ‘Navy in the News/ 

Is your ship among the 
hundreds listed here, that 
made history in these trou¬ 
bled times? 

The Navy in the News 
(HMSO £9.95) is available 
direct from Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth PQ1 
3HH, plus p&p, 75p UK or £1 
overseas — or from your 
local bookseller. 


An overview 
of Overlord 


50 years on 

OVER the past few years the race to be the first on the bookstalls to celebrate the events of 
World War N has meant that review copies are arriving way in advance of the anniversaries 
— by the time D-Day plus 50 comes next year there will be nothing new left to write about. 


D-Day — Operation Overlord 

(Salamander £24.99) attempts 
to tell the whole story in one 
200 page volume, eight authors 
drawing on the collections of 
14 museums and numerous pri¬ 
vate collections to provide an 


bits of metal/ 1 

For those who actually exper¬ 
ienced “The Longest Day“ and 
its aftermath — and a whole 
new army of camp followers of 


the greatest seaborne invasion 
m history — his overview of 
the overlord itinerary will be 
essential reading, 

— JFA 


The Royal Navy's story in the nuclear age - as told in the pages of Navy News, 
Over 200 items from Suez to the Gulf War. 



exhibition of milUaria in which 
the smallest detail of uniform, 
insignia, weaponry and other 
equipment is paraded alongside 
ever more convoluted maps 
covered with intertwining ar¬ 
rows denoting the lines of 
advance. 

The key to Overlord, of 
course, was Neptune, the naval 
aspect of this enormous under¬ 
taking which it look Admiral 
Sir Bertram Ramsay MOO 
pages to describe in his Opera¬ 
tion Orders — one of the most 
remarkable military documents 
of all time. 

The Royal Navy provided by 
far the lion's share of the inva¬ 
sion fleet — but Ramsay look 
great care to ensure that all the 
terms he used would be under¬ 
standable to all. 

The success of his planning 
and the flexibility he allowed 
mark him as one of the chief 
architects of Europe. In popu¬ 
lar memory as well as in the 
estimation of historians he de¬ 
serves to stand alongside the 
likes of Eisenhower. Montgo¬ 
mery and Patton. 

The invasion — and defence 

— of Normandy involved huge 
feats of solid military engineer¬ 
ing, so that the remains of 
Hitler's Atlantic Wall and the 
installations on Britain's south¬ 
ern coastline offer plenty of 
scope for those with a mind to 
retrace the steps of the 
participants. 

Much of the actual transport 
used survives to this day, too — 
and even the most prosaic and 
utilitarian of the vehicles em¬ 
ployed afford endless fascina¬ 
tion at the annual rallies on 
Southsea Common. 

Stephen Chicken dedicates 
his guide to Overlord Coastline 

— the Major D-Day Locations 
(Spellmount Publications 
£ I 1,95) to his wife: “for putting 
up with a husband whose idea 
of fun is driving to 50-year-old 
bits of concrete in 50-vear-old 


A FLOWERING OF MERCHANT DESIGN 



HMCS Agassiz on trials early in her career (National Archives of Canada), 


THE TWO latest additions to Conway Mari¬ 
time's excellent Anatomy of the Ship series 
illustrate highly successful Second World War 
warship designs that had their origins in the 
merchant service — an expediency that still 
produces many worthy examples in modern 
fleets. 

The Flower Class Corvette Agassiz (John McKay and 
John Hariand, £24) is representative of one of the 
most famous — and most numerous — of all escort 
vessel types. 

Derived from a whale catcher hull form and devel¬ 
oped as a cheap coastal escort, they required many 
modifications to make them better suited to the 
more demanding role as defenders of ocean 
convoys. 

Agassiz, in her as-built short forecastle configura¬ 
tion differed considerably from the common concep¬ 
tion of the long-forecastle "Flower” such as the 


Greek corvette Kriezis that represented HMS Com¬ 
pass Rose in the film "The Cruel Sea” — though she 
best portrays the type Nicholas Monsarrat had in 
mind. 

Built in Vancouver and commissioned in 1941, 
Agassiz' most exciting passage was with ON 115 in 
Juiy 1942, as part of Canadian Escort Group 03. This 
complicated convoy battle, during which U5B8 was 
sunk after a skilful and persistent attack by Skeena 
and Westaskrwin, had her firing on a surfaced U- 
boat and picking up survivors from the torpedoed 
Royal Mail steamer Lochkatrine. HMCS Agassiz was 
broken up in 1946. 

From their origins as makeshift conversions from 
merchant ship hulls, escort carriers developed into 
relatively sophisticated warships, even if they con¬ 
tinued to be mass-produced in substantial numbers. 

As their capability advanced, so did the rotes they 
were called upon to perform — whereas Atlantic 
escort carriers operated in an environment of relati¬ 
vely low threat from aircraft and surface ships, sub¬ 


marines being the principal opposition, in the Pacific 
the reverse was true. 

Gambler Bay (Al Ross, £20) was a ship of mid-war 
Casablanca class, which operated with distinction in 
the Pacific, even fulfilling frontline roles never envis¬ 
aged for earlier ships. 

Undoubtedly, the toughest test of the design was 
the action off Samar in October 1944 when a task 
group of six escort carriers and a handful of des¬ 
troyers was surprised by a force of Japanese heavy 
surface ships. 

Mounting a masterly defence, the destroyers 
fought a heroic battle against overwhelming odds, 
as a result of which USS Gambier Bay was the only 
carrier loss — and secured immortality as the most 
famous of all American CVEs. 

As usual, the elaborate line drawings and evoca¬ 
tive archive photographs make both these books a 
treat for the eye, for serious historians, ship buffs 
and model makers alike. 

— JFA 
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The French 
connection 
revived in 
Hollywood 


THE RECEPTION accorded the new Arnold Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger movie. The Last Action Hero, has been, to put it kindly, 
mixed. A lop-to-bottom satire on genre conventions, the film 
upset critics, who seem to have fell that it was their job to be 
sarcastic about action melodramas, not Arnold Schwarzen¬ 
egger’s; and audiences, who evidently preferred the ""pure” 
Schwarzenegger product, not a send up of it. 

I 


Screen Scene 


Thus does virtue go 
unrewarded, since it was really 
quite courageous of the old 
two-ton Teuton to sabotage his 
image to the extent he does 
here. The plot has fun mixing 


Multiple 
horrors 
of the 
Russian 
Convoys 

ROLAND Smith high 
lights The Hazards of 
Russian Convoys in No 7 
of his Naval Video Time 
Capsules (£21.90) from 
Beck House, Escrick, N. 
Yorks, Y04 6JH. 

Most of the footage re¬ 
lates to PQ 18 and most of 
this was taken from the 
cruiser HM3 Scylla, Sadly 
the film stock he had origi¬ 
nally supposed to be intact 
was found on examination 
to have been “butchered 
by edit scissors many 
years ago” but what re¬ 
mains starkly portrays the 
appalling conditions the 
Arctic seas provided as a 
savage backdrop to the 
last major air attacks these 
most notorious of World 
War II convoy operations 
experienced. 

After the debacle of 
PQ17, its successor em¬ 
barked in September 1942 
with the largest escort yet 
mounted — 1$ Fleet des¬ 
troyers. Three merchant¬ 
men were sunk by U-Boats 
(two of these were de¬ 
stroyed in turn by the es¬ 
corting forces) and later 
ten more fell to a particu¬ 
larly savage air attack. 

But the follow-up assault 
was much less concerted, 
adding nothing further to 
the toll. Admiral Burnetts 
broad grin of delight on the 
bridge of ScyNa says it all 

Rare Russian, German 
and private material contri¬ 
bute to a set of images of 
surprisingly high quality — 
but you can’t help but 
share its compiler’s grief 
at the knowledge of how 
much has been lost. The 
Imperial War Museum ur¬ 
gently needs funds to pre¬ 
serve what remains. 

— JFA 


up the "reel” world, where vil¬ 
lains are always routed and 
nothing bad ever happens lo 
heroes, with the “real” world, 
where no such guarantees arc 
available. 

The action remains as spec¬ 
tacular as ever and some of the 
movie in-jokes are hilarious. 
But will we ever be able to take 
Arnie seriously again — assum¬ 
ing, that it. that we did in the 
first place? 

Arguably it's a sign of deca¬ 
dence, or possibly of an eye for 
the main chance, but it’s a fact 
that any continental movie 
which achieves some measure 
of success is these days liable to 
be remade by one or other of 
the big Hollywood companies 
— Three Men and a Baby, 
Three Fugitives, Scent of a 
Woman: the list goes on. Now 
comes The Assassin (or as the 
RNFCs prints have it. Point of 
No Return, the film's original 
USA title). 

This recasts the French thrill¬ 
er Nikita with American actors, 
but otherwise reproduces the 
original almost shot for shot. In 


Wesley Snipes takes on the terrorists in action thriller Passenger 57. 


place of leggy Anne PariItaud 
we arc given tough urchin Brid¬ 
get Fonda as the dope addict 
cop killer retrained by a sinister 
government agency to become 
their own murder machine. 

It's glossy, high-tech, high 
voltage, high energy stuff. Mile 
Parillaud, incidentally, was 
summoned to Hollywood after 
her success in Nikita, and her 
first American movie, Innocent 
Blood, is now available on vid¬ 
eo, She plays a French vampire 
who makes the mistake of re¬ 
cruiting a Mafia hoodlum into 
the ranks of the undead. Yes, 
that's right, they’ve made a Ma¬ 
fia vampire movie. Someone 
was bound to, sooner or later. 

Third of the month's 16mm 
releases is Indecent Proposal, 
a title which sets up certain ex¬ 


pectations, most of which the 
movie is pleased to fulfil. Hap¬ 
pily married but financially 
strapped Demi Moore meets a 
wealthy businessman who 
offers her and her husband a 
million dollars if she'll make 
love with him. As the old 
World War 2 catch-phrase had 
it. What would you do, chum? 

If the tycoon had been played 
by, say, Danny De Vito, a cer¬ 
tain aesthetic dimension might 


have come into play, but the 
film piles on the agony by cast¬ 
ing Robert Red ford in the part. 
It's a fantasy situation given a 
realistic treatment, at least un¬ 
til the closing stages, which are 
worked out in terms of the tra¬ 
ditional Hollywood weepic. 
Something for everyone, in 
fact. 

Passenger 57 is a variation 
on the recent Under Siege 

which, it may be recalled, was 


basically hero v terrorists on 
board a battleship. Same deal 
here, except the setting this 
lime is the more restricted one 
of an airliner. Black actor Wes¬ 
ley Snipes is the security expert 
faced with a desperate gang of 
nasties, led by the sneering, sa¬ 
distic aristocrat killer Lord 
Raine, aka Raine of Terror. 
Fasten your seatbelts, turbu¬ 
lence ahead, 

— Bob Baker 


Distance still 
determines 


SPECIALISED warships, even 
relatively recently introduced to 

It is a curious fact that war at 
sea has nearly always been 
fought in sight of land. In A 
History of Warfare (Hutchin¬ 
son £20) John Keegan notes 
that the galley navies operating 
in the Mediterranean from clas¬ 
sical times to Lepanto simply 
acted as partners of armies on 
land, manoeuvring so as to iso¬ 
late an enemy coastal base from 
support by its own naval forces, 
while the army advanced with 
supplies to positions from 
which the galleys could be 
re provisioned. 

Why, though, did the big gun 
sailing ships of the 16th-19th 
centuries still lend to fight close 
to the shore? It had nothing to 
do with endurance — a man-of- 
war could carry supplies 
enough for many months. 

It was partly down to the 
weather — battle under sail, 
with the notable exception of 
Quiberon Bay, could not be 
conducted in rough conditions 
and inshore waters are usually 
calmer than the high seas. 

And sailing fleets, operating 
exclusively by visual communi¬ 
cation. have extreme difficulty 
finding each other in great 
waters. 

It is significant that in the 
rare deep sea encounters — the 
second battle of Finisierrc, 
1747, fought 200 miles offUsh- 


ships suitable for war, are 
the story of human conflict. 

ant, and the Glorious First of 
June, 1794, 400 miles out into 
the Atlantic — the French fleets 
were in both cases encumbered 
by convoys that covered a large 
area of sea and made for a 
prominent target. 

Coal-burn mg steam ships 
were limited in range — Dread¬ 
nought emptied her bunkers in 
five days at 20 knots — and so 
were tied to Iheir coaling sta¬ 
tions, In any case, they were 
still virtually blind until the 
coming of wireless — or really 
until the arrival of wireless- 
equipped shipborne aircraft. 

So all the battles of the First 
World War were fought within 
100 miles of land. But the pat¬ 
tern even repeated itself in the 
Second World War, despite the 
advent of radar, the aircraft 
carrier and the long range pa¬ 
trol submarine. 

The Battle of the Atlantic, 
once again, was joined because 
convoys made large, slow tar¬ 
gets. And. Keegan argues, given 
the resistance offered to 
modern surveillance systems by 
the movements of oceanic 
storms “the persisting difficulty 
of co-ordinating long- with 
short-range target acquisition 
equipment, the seas may well 
keep their secrecy for a long 
time to come.” 

— JFA 


\ ^ History of Signalling 

\ k in the Royal Navy 

by Captain Barrie Kent, RN 

with a foreword by 

Admiral oi'lho Hot’t .Sir Edward Adi livin'. 

m 

Signal! is the first comprehensive and fully illustrated history 
of the Royal Navy's communications. 

Highly readable and informative, it spans the development 
of signalling from the earliest days of simple flag signals to 
the introduction of wireless, and on to the world of electronic 
warfare, satellites and data links. Many interesting and amus¬ 
ing old documents, letters and memoirs relating vivid first 
hand experiences are also contained in an informative 
Anthology. 

Published in hardback with 392 pages. Signal! is lavishly 
illustrated throughout with over 100 fascinating historical pho¬ 
tographs and drawings, including 8 pages of colour plates. 

Price £19,00 +■ £1.50 p&p (UJC). Total £20.50 

Overseas p&p; Europe + £2.50. Resl of world: surface + £3.00: airmail + £8.00 
Credit cards (inc. expiry date) or cheques accepted. 

Published by, and available from: 

Hyden House Limited (NN) 

Little Hyden Lane, Clanfield, Hampshire P08 0RU 
Tel: (0705) 596500 Fax: (0705) 595834 


— Calling All Authors & Writers —-| 

WEIL PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

" All Subjects Considered 
■ Fully Recognised Publisher 
“ Comprehensive Service 
w Reprints Most Welcome 
" World-Wide Sales Network 
Please witc fnr full details 
]anus Publishirig Company 
Dept 3, Duke House,, kt 

37 Duke SL r London WlM *DF ^ 


ml 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

Then leading co-operative publisher 
may be able to help you. Write lo: 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh - Cambridge - Durham 
Editorial Office (\N), 1 Hu Mon 
Close, South Church, Bishop 
Auckland, Durham DIJ4 6XB 


AUTHORS 

Does your book deserve to be 
published? 

If so, please write to: 

The Book Guild Ltd 
Editorial Office (NN/23) 
Temple House, 25 High Street, 
Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LU 


HP BOOKFINDFRS: Established 
Professional service, locating out of 
print titles on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required. Contact: 6 Clcr- 
kenwell Cottages, Haddcnham, 
Bucks. HP 17 8BJ. (0844) 242G83. 
“HMS GANGES, the Final Fare¬ 
well." Ideal birthday/surprise present. 
Video documentary including a It 
aspects of GANGES prior 10 demol¬ 
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY 
MILL, SICK QUARTERS, COVER¬ 
ED WAYS, GYMNASIUMS, 
SPORTS FIELDS, HARBOUR, etc. 
One tear-jerking hours of nostalgia. 
Produced, directed bv JOHN DOUG¬ 
LAS, author "H MS GANGES. Roll 
on my dozen!" S.A.E. details: Douglas 
House. Boseaweiba. Pcnmarth, Carn- 
mcnellis, Nr, Redruth, Cornwall 
TR 16 6NX. 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS- MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 {SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 091 265 8333 


LOOKING FOR A NAVAL BOOK? 

TRY US FIRST. We are WOT second hand 
dealers but have a huge slock ot current 
Naval titles (many at bargain prices). Wri¬ 
te/phone (until 9pm 6 days) for our latest 
FREE catalogue. We can normally supply 
books as reviewed on this page by return 
of post. 

MARITIME BOOKS 
LISKEARD PLT4 4EL 
TEL: (Q579) 343663 


NAV.4UMARITIME BOOKS. Send 
for free catalogue of secondhand 
books exiensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities. 
GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS, 
73, Clayhall Avenue. Ilford. Essex. 
1G5 0PN Tel: 081-550-7317, 


DO VOL RAVE A. MANUSCRIPT? 
DOES IT DESERVE PUBLICA TiOK? 


The largest Co-partnership publisher 
in the U,K. welcomes work on alt 
subject for free appraisal: 

EXCALIBUR PRESS OF 
LONDON 

tDept E53) 138Bromp1on Road 
London SW3 1 IfY 
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Accommodation 


jjmu 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Sell catering flatlets near sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, elc Ideal for a visil by family or gsil friend 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £60 

per 1 WEEK! Y OTHER MONTHS £50 

person \ NIGHTLY .£10 

^ Deposit: E10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card 

ALL WI7H OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Guesls. who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management 

(0705 733581) 

s.a.e. please giving cates and number 

CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace — Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close lo H M Dockyard and Barracks, Portsmouth railway and bus stations 
Well appointed rooms with double glazing, full central heating, h&c 
handbasms. electee fires, fitted carpets, modern "divan beds Colour 
television lounge, own keys, car park No restrictions Full English breakfast 

Single rooms with breakfast... from £14 

Double rooms with breakfast.from £25 

Double with private shower.. £26 

Telephone Portsmouth 823522 





£opal Jflcrt Club 

Morlce Square 
Devon port 
Plymouth PLl 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

Ail booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt, 

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex serving personnel and RNA. members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


4^/ 


SS ( 'Ijuwht Parade, Soulhsea 
1*05 2H\ Portsmouth 07(15 8218J5 
( ,li park. hu'nscd har. 4 A and RAl 
listed IXiuble and family rooms with toilet 
and shtmer en suite. uilmir IV ami 
irj-nuikmg faeifaie^ hu d lent petition for 
sejIron! and enu-riaintncnte, 

.Il'liii and KdYiard Fry 


VALUE FOR MONEY B&B ♦ 
PLYMOUTH ♦ 

(§752) 229705 ETB ^^ 

OSMOND GUEST HOUSE 

42 PIER STREET, WEST HOE 
ALL ROOMS; TV. TEA/COFFEE MAKING, 
SOME ENSUITE, FOUR POSTER BED. 
COURTESY. PICK-UP FROM STATIONS 
OPEN ALL YEAR — PARKING 

++++♦+♦+♦+♦♦+♦+♦♦+* 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Dis count allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


rPLYMOUTHi 

CHESTER GUEST HOUSE 
54 STUART ROAD 

PENNYCOMEQUICK 0752 663706 
it Lock-up Parking ★ Licensed * 
Own keys it No restrictions ★ Full 
English breakfast * Open all year it V 
close rail. City centre/bus route HM$ 
Raleigh/Dkyd * CIV Tea/coffee all 
bedrooms, seme ensuite * Full CH 


INVERKEITHING 

Bo refund Lodge Private Hotel 
31-33 Bo re fan cl Kd. Inverkeithirty 

1 'Am Rosylh Dockyard En-suRe 
accommodation m 23 comfortable and 
modern bedrooms ail with Satellite TV 
and lea/coffee making facilities 
From £14 B&B 

Telephone 0383 413792 
FAX 0383 413942 


PLYMOUTH 

SAINT MALO 
I K E N SF, I > G U ES I U O l ISE 

19 (farden Cres.. Wist l toe 

All room?, wuh colour TV. u\i coffee 
niEikmg labilities and central healing. 
Bed :md hrcskinisi. Evening meal avail¬ 
able ( lose to railway and bus si a I ion 

I eh Delphi n« James (1752 262% I 


GOSPORT 
Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury Road, Gosjrort 

Tel: 0705 522883 

★ Families rooms/En-suite available 

★ Colour TV all jooms 

★ Tea and coffee facilities alt rooms 

★ Close to Sultan. Dolphin and 
HasJar 

★ Ample can parking 

★ ETB 2 Crowns 



ROYAL SAILORS 1 RESTS 
FERRYTOLLROAD 

(OPP OSITE HMS COCHR ANE) 
For Service Personnel and 
their Families 

FrnsOy^f^twim 
Owdittriwhi b«ti, 8AC, Coknr 
TV In ifl rao«% RertwuTiaL Car Pmri. 

Tel: 0383 4137711 


ROYAL SAILORS 
HOME CLUB 

Queen Street, Portsmouth PQ1 3HS 

Telephone Number 0705 824231 

A first class hotel with leisure comp/ex 

Stay for as little as £16.50 per night for a single room or £38 for a 
double room all with facilities. Price includes full English breakfast 
and use of pool and jacuzzi. 

THE NAVAL HOTEL WITH THE BEST OFFERING THE MOST 


& 


Canterbury Bell 
Guest House 

29 St Simons Road, Southsea, 
Forfsmoulh. 

Modem. Comfortable En-Suite 
accommodation, All rooms h^ve 
Sale Hite TV, lea/coft'ce making facilities 
& sire crnirally heated. Private cur 
parking, 1/2 bedroom flat* are available 
for sdf-Ciilcnng. Rooms from £14 pei 
pet^on per nig 111 

Phone/Fa* Catriona Randall on 
(0705)826917 

_x 

MALTA, MELLIEHA, Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats io let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach so Malta and 
dose to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Telephone 081-567 5824, 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 SOUTH PARADE 
(Gpp. Pyramids) 

Tel: (0705) 291577/875565 
SPECIAL RATES FOR ALL SERVICE 
PERSONNEL £ FAMILIES 
From £19.95 sing fa BBS per person. 
£19.97 per person in a double or twin 

* Seafront position 

* 53 bedrooms, ensuites available 

* Colour TV, tea & coffee facilities, 
telephone 

if Bar/Harfequin Restaurant 

if Games rooms — full size snooker table 


SKI TIGNES French Alps, s/c apts in 
chalet dose to the lifts. 300km pistes. 
102 lifts. British owners in residence 
during the season. Tel. Mile High 
Travel Ltd 0702 204417* 


GLADYERINN 

ROSYTH 

Easy walking distance yard 

Video — Jukebox — Pool — Darts — Live entertainment 

PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE 

21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates 
Telephone 0383 419977 
Fax 0383 411728 


0705 


EVERLEY 

Guest House 
Southsea — Portsmouth 


731001 


2 NIGHT SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR NAVY NEWS SUBSCRIBERS 

Single +- Full English BTttsl 11 l.(XVD ouble + Full English B'Fasl £2U,fHJ 
Double tinsutie + Full English B’Fasi £25.00 Family Rooms inch Coin available. 

All Rooms: CTV'SkY-Tca.Cotlcc-Gwn Keys 

Cl JOSE TO ALL A MEN 1TIES Major Cretin Curds Acceptcti 

33 Festing Road, Souths**, Portsmouth, PQ4 (INC 


THE ELMS 

Guftat House 

48 Victoria Rond South, Souths#*. 
rDtlltftntlal Ucanca) 

Family (yn Cue-sL House. only 5 mrfiutes Irom 
beach and nighiMe R&H holiday or shorl aiay 
Cuiouf TV and lea/Cfillu facili1n?5 in all rooms TV 
lounge, cosy oar. dose lo Naval Base terries. 
StaLiOTS and SbOpS Own keys Lmuled pa*kir*g 
Paddy add John (Joe) Era kino 
Portsmouth (0705J 823924 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run, 2 mms. from sea artef 
entertainments. Close lo fames. Naval base, 
shops, etc. Own Keys, Satellite TV all roams, 
no resections, 08 B. Holiday or short stay. 
Ample private car-parking 

Mrs Pal Green (0705) 731043 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

5i YVavcrfav Roads Southsea, 
Hants VOS 2PJ (0705 828325) 

Prop Anti Maker 
C ar Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome 
in this home from home in Southsea. 
Each bedroom has been decorated with 
a nautical theme and has all the atmos¬ 
phere of the great Naval traditions of 
this area. There are also colour TV. 
private washing facilities, lea and cof¬ 
fee, and full central heating in each 
room. Special rates for winter months, 


"Away Days in Ply mo nth" 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking 
the Hoe and Seahonl A oood bed and 
4-course breakfast, colour TV, faa/coftfie 
facilities, c h . en suite rooms available 
From E24 Double, £13 Singles 
telephone tot brochure 
0752 &6067S 

EDGCUM0E GUEST HOUSE 

50 Pier 5 (reel. West Hoe, Plymouth PL I 3BT 


PLYMOUTH 

Mountbatten Hotel 

52 Enmouth Road, Stoke, 
Plymouth PLl 4QH 

FAMILY-OWNF.D HOTEL IN QUIET 
CUL-DE-SAC 

it Colour TV. Tea/Collee facilities all rooms 
★ Some bedrooms en suite 
it Licensed bar 
it Evening dinner optional 
itf Parking available ★ ETB 2 Crowns 
it Walking distance Naval Base 8c I leer 
Club 

Telephone 0752 563843 


AA 


-PORTSMOUTH- 

HAMILTON HOUSE 

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea P05 IPS 
DELIGHTFUL^ COMMENDED GUEST HOUSE 


da 

RAC 


Bright, modern CH rooms, some ensute, all with CTV and teamaking. 
Centrally located 5 mins Naval base, centres, station & ferry ports 

Tel/Fax Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502 


The A si or Hole I \\ 

F.lliol Street ★ * 
The Hue 
Plvimmth 


mmmr 

ir it if (0752) 225511 
FAX 

(0752) 251904 


PLYMOUTH 

AS70R HOTEL 

Situated on the famous Hoe , close to the city centre, this 
well equipped and elegantly furnished hotel offers, first class 
accommodation, food , ivtnes and most importantly, friendly 
courteous service whatever the occasion may happen to be. 

★ Overnight accommodation and full English breakfast from £19,50 pp ★ 

ACCOMMODATION 56 well appointed bed rooms, ail with ensuife 
bathrooms, colour TV, radio, tea/coffee making facilities and telephone 

FUNCTIONS: We will taler for all types of function at very competitive 
prices Weddings, Mess dinners. Reunions up to 120 max. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye otde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 07QS 070505 


SOUTHSEA 

MARMION LODGE GUEST HOUSE 
71 MARMION ROAD, SOUTHSEA 
0705 822 ISO 

Friundly, family run, TV. CH, 

Tea 1 Coffee all bedrooms 10 mins 
Dockyard, Seafront, 5 mins chopping 
centre. Own keys, car parking. 
Resident FVoprieiors Joan & Bill Martin 


PLYMOUTH 

IRVINE'S 

50, Grand Paradej West Hoe 

Overlooking Drake's Island and 
Plymouth Sound offering comfortable 
bed & breakfast accom modal ion. AH 
rooms have colour TV, H&G, lea/coflee, 
C.H, Some private parking. From £13, 

Tel: 0752 227739 


PLYMOUTH 

THE FIRS 

Adjacent io the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family-run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome arid personal service. 
Facilities include residents' lounge. 
TV/Radio, Tea/Coflee. Central heating all 
rooms. From £M3 pp, 

13 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Telephone (0752) 262S7Q 


GOSPORT "CHERRY TREES*’ 15 
Lmdcn Grove, Alverslokc, Family 
run goes I house, ETB registered. Eng¬ 
lish breakfast, h/c. lea making. I V all 
rooms, children welcome, close terry, 
HMS Sultan and Dolphin. Kales £1 1 
per night. Contact Lin or Steve Gdf 
0705 52 [ 543. 


SOUTHSEA 

HARMONY GUEST HOUSE 

Residential drinks licence * H&C q TV m all rooms # 
Comfortable residents ounpe • Separate dining room 
fitcensed] • Close to SOPH' Parade Piei and flock 
Gardens # Families and children welcome 
Special rates tor fiW arid ANA 
Stella Waitem, Harmony Guest Htuit, 
11* Malvern Read. Souths** PCS 2U 

(0705) 021590 


fnipctiiriX 

Jk M, HOTEL 

^ PLYMOUTH HOE F ^ C 
Lockyer St, PLl 2GD 
Telephone: (0752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms — 5 Ground floor. 
Nautical Flayout Cocktail flat Colour TV 
Radio Tea/Coffee/Telephorie all rooms, 
Most en suite Large car park.Navy 
News Readers 10% tammodaiion 
Discount. All Credit Cards accepted 
Brochure $ or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Refd) 

A Personal Sembe' ComforraPfa Uofe, 1 " 


-PLYMOUTH— 

HOEOATE HOUSE 

Silualed Tul Hoe ans Sarbitun area, walking 
distariefr i;ny centre. i>g$ s-tetion Rpoms at ?ngr> 
standard vrnn stiowers, cotow Tv, BSC, tefl/corree 
facinrie^. recrirar tieaiing. Engfaii/Cfaniinentei breaVasi 

Fwn r 12,50 pp C14 pp 

Tel: 0752 661033 
Hougaru Street, The Hoe, Plymouth 
PLl 2JB. 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 
52 WAVEBLEV ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guesl House, ideally 
situated f o r the Naval Base/s hopping 
CEfitras/Contitiental Ferry Pon/beaches etc. 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V in all 
rooms & C.H, Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (0705) 832440 


Special Winter Breaks 

AA** 

'CH r.C 


RAC** 
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ETB 4 Crown 
Commended 
Member of 
Exec Hotel 

PORTSMOUTH 

E17 Per Person. Twin/Double with En-suite — Sharing 
Rates from November 1. '93 


71 Festing Road 
Southsea 
P04 0NQ 


Tel: 0705 823707 
Fax: 0705 870270 


PROVINCE OF NATAL HOTEL 

(formerly the Hotel for The Roy at Navy I 

5 GREENHILL, WEYMOUTH DT4 7$R 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after the Second 
World War. Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from the shops 
and station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 

Available only lo navaf and ex-naval personnel, including R.M., 
W.R.N.S., Q A R N N S , their families and relatives. Licensed bar 
Children and pets welcome. Lift to all ftoors. All bedrooms ensuite. 
Laundry facilities 
Telephone 0305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours — come and enjoy itl 



n 

hotel ibis 

Formerly 

Arcade Hotel 

ibis 


PORTSMOUTH 

Weekend rates throughout the week: 

£37.75 single £21.75 pp twin/double 

Bed & Breakfast (Naval personnel) 

• 144 bedrooms with ensuite shower/wc 

• Colour TV/radio • Tea/Coffee facilities 

• Bar/restaurant 

WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE 
PORTSMOUTH (0705) 640000 


(ilGran?Hotel 

N Y MOUTH 


ACCOMMODATION AND FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
£21 00 per person in a cfaubfa/fwin £2600 per person m a single 

The above SPECML DISCOUNTED RATES are offered from 

Thursday-Sun day /ncfas<Yfl for one night or more 

Built in 1879. the privately owned Grand Hotel retains many of the original Victorian architectural 
details typica' of Ihe period. Conveniently siloated on Plymouth Hoe, wtEh 76 en suite bedrooms, it 
is A comfortable base to visit your relatives. PRIVATE FUNCTIONS — We ateo cater for 2Hl 
Birthdays, Engagements and Weddings far a maximum ol 120 people._ 


WRITE: GRAND HOTEL, 
FREEPOST. PLYMOUTH. 
PLl 1BR 


-LONDON- 

REDLAND HOUSE HOTEL 

52, Kendal St, Hyde Park. London W2 2BP 

BUDGET PRICED ACCOMMODATION 
IN CENTRAL LONDON 
NAVAL PERSONNEL WELCOME 

SrngJes £32. Doubles £42 Inc, full 
English breakfast 5 mins, Piccadilly 

FAX: 071 402 9049 
TEL: 071 723 7118/2344 


TELEPHONE: 
JANET POWELL 
(0752) 661195 


PLYMOUTH 

THE THREE TIERS GUEST 
HOUSE 41 NORTH ROAD EAST 
Telephone Plymouth 0752 2284B3 

Close to railway station, city centre and 
naval establishments. All rooms have 
satellite TV and tea making facilities. 
Full English breakfast. Full central 
healing. Very reasonable rates. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 

Toir Hast*: John and Glenvs Saunders 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES 

Operative from 1.1.91 All rates exclusive of VAT 


DISPLAY 

Size in ems 

Cost 

Whole Page 

37.0 x 27.3 

£1,800,00 

Half Page 

18 4x27.3 

£975.00 

Quarter Page 

18,4 x 13,4 

£550.00 

Single col. cm 

(Min 2.5 cm) 

£11.50 

Series Discount, 5% on 6 insertions 

Series Discount, 10% on 12 insertions 

Advertising Agency Commission, 10% 

Colour Rales on Application 

CLASSIFIED 

Run-on advertisements 

65p per word 

Minimum charge texcl. Box No) 

£19,50 

Box Number 


£2.45 extra 


All new advertisers, including Agencies, first payment 
required in advance. Where Monthly Accounts are not 
approved, advertising is on a pre-paid basis only. 

Where account terms have been approved, payment is 
required within 30 days of date of invoice. 
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avalier’s 
comeback 


THE SECOND World War destroyer HMS Cavalier is to be 
the centrepiece of a National Ship and Shipbuilding Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre in plans currently being progressed by the South 
Tyneside Council. 



The complete project, as pro¬ 
posed by the Works Trust, will 
be on the site of the Hawthorn 
Leslie shipyard at Hebburn, on 
the Tyne, and will include a 
large hotel, an arena/exhibition 
hall, a maritvme institute and a 
full range of visitor attractions, 
the estimated cost being 
between 25 and 31 million 
pounds. 

The Council acquired HMS 
Cavalier in 1986 from her pre¬ 
vious owners in Brighton, 
Council Leader, Cllr. Albert El- 

i 

HMS Cavalier in 1977 


liott stated: "We are continuing 
to do all we can to develop and 
support this important project 
and provide an appropriate 
environment and home for the 
permanent exhibition of HMS 
Cavalier.” 

The GClass destroyer may 
be open to visitors on a limited 
basis later this year and it is 
also hoped that she will be reg¬ 
ularly opened during next year 
with plans in hand to com¬ 
memorate Cavalier's 50th anni¬ 
versary of launch and commis¬ 
sioning during 1994. 


WAR VETERANS 
RESEARCH 


PSYCHOLOGISTS at the University of Plymouth, currently inves¬ 
tigating the long-term consequences of war experience on people 
who fought in the Second World War, are calling for more combat 


veterans to come forward. 

Ian Robbins and Nigel Hunt 
explained: “Initial findings 
show that symptoms in elderly 
war veterans, who experienced 
combat up to 50 years ago, arc 
similar to those who suffered 
trauma in more recent con¬ 
flicts, such as the Gulf War and 
the Falklands. There are high 
levels of psychological distress 
still present amongst many 
World War H veterans, com¬ 
pared with what we would ex¬ 
pect in people of this age,” 

Scores of ex-servicemen have 
already contributed to this re¬ 
search, but more suitable vo¬ 
lunteers are still needed. 


“We are not just looking for 
individuals who were badly af¬ 
fected by their experiences. 
Also those who lived through 
the war, yet haven't had any 
problems." 

“We are looking for volun¬ 
teers willing to help us by com¬ 
pleting a questionnaire on thcr 
wartime experience and subse¬ 
quent health." 

If you are interested in help¬ 
ing, please contact Ian Robbins 
or Nigel Hunt at the University 
of Plymouth Clinical Teaching 
Unit, 4/5 Rowe Street, Plym¬ 
outh PL4 8AA or by 24-hour 
answerphone 0752*233164. 


Commendation 
for Mark 



ENJOYING a good run ashore at a nightclub in Barrow-in-Fur- 
ness, MEM Mark Connor suddenly noticed a woman who ap¬ 
peared to be unwell. Finding that she was actually unconsious 
and had stopped breathing Mark immediately drew on his train¬ 
ing, sending those around for medical help, while he started 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation, eventually successfully getting 
the woman to breathe again. 

The outcome was that the woman, after hospital treatment, 
made a full recovery and Mark has received a commendation 
from Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, Vice Admiral 
Christopher Morgan, for his action that night. It reads ,. his 
alertness and decisiveness in a confused and noisy situation 
saved the woman's life." 

Mark is serving in the minehunter HMS Walney, which was, at 
the time of the incident, paying a goodwill visit to Barrow-in- 
Furness, her affiliated town. 

Photo, above — MEM Mark Connor receives his commenda¬ 
tion from Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, Vice Ad¬ 
miral Christopher Morgan. 



The bells, 
the bells! 

THE TROPHY Store at HMS 
Nelson contains many fasci¬ 
nating items, most with inter¬ 
esting histories, but perhaps 
none more so that a set of 
eight handbells presented to 
the battlecruiser HMS Renown 
in 1943 by the Leicester 
Cathedral Beil Ringers. 

Members of the Royal Naval 
Guild of Bellringers regularly 
draw the handbells, especial¬ 
ly when their ships are about 
to deploy, and as a result the 
bells are much travelled, hav¬ 
ing been to the USA and Can¬ 
ada, the Gulf and Antarctic 
providing a novel feature at 
many religious and ceremon¬ 
ial events. 

The bells have recently 
been refurbished by Guild 
member CCWEA Bill Skilleter 
and now, polished and tuned 
with new straps, they awajt 
their next performance. 

Anyone interested in the RN 
Guild of Bellringers is invited 
to contact Lieut John Stott, 
SM2, HM Naval Base, Devon- 
port PL2 2BG. 



When you leave the forces will you be in a mess? 

Save for your home with the Services Home Savings Scheme and the MOD will 
contribute £1 for every X3 in your account, including interest. 

On top of that, if you save through G art more we offer you a highly competitive 
rate of interest which is credited monthly. We also send you quarterly statements which 
show you how your savings and interest are growing and how your Home Savings 
Allowance is building up. The statements even include a tear-off change of address slip 
to help us keep track of you when you move to a new posting (jffiftlHQ 

Please return the coupon to the address below Tor our money management 

brochure. Or telephone 071-236 9362. You'll find you get more out of our services. 


Surname & Initials (Mr,Mrs.Miss,Ms) 


Address 


Postcode 


G art more Money Management Limited. Gan more Mou.se, 16-18 Monument Street, London 8A] 

Authorised under the Hanking Act 1987. 


ENLIST 
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THE ROYAL SCHOOL 
HAMPSTEAD 


Founded 1855 


INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
GIRLS AGED 5 TO 18 YEARS 

★ Traditional Curriculum including two foreign languages and 
three science subjects 

★ High teacher to pupil ratio 

★ Continuity of education to 18 years 

★ Small, friendly school in pleasant surroundings and with 
ample parking 

★ Flourishing activities include Physical Education, Drama, 
Dance, Music and Speech 

★ Frequent educational and cultural visits 

★ Escort service for young girls to travel termini 

★ Fees closely related to Service Boarding School Allowance 

★ Bursaries available for daughters of ex-Servicemen in need 


For prospectus write or telephone: 

The Principal, The Royal School Hampstead, 
65 Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead, London NW3 5UD. 
Telephone 071 794 7708 


Registered charity founded originally to provide for the 
education of the daughters of servicemen 



CHILTON 

CANTELO 

SCHOOL 


YEOVIL, SOMERSET TEL: (0935) 850555 

Independent Co-ed Day/Boarding School 
Preparatory: 8-11 Senior: 11-18 

". where pupils achieve” 

Termly fees (+BSA): Prep: £192 Senior: £240 


Education 


Parents! 

CHOOSING 
A SCHOOL? 

VISIT A FREE 

ISIS SCHOOLS' EXHIBITION 


Watershed Centre , 
City Centre Docks 

BRISTOL 

Sat. 2 Oct '93,10-5pm 

International Centre, 
(BIC Tregonwell Hall) 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Sat. 16 Oct '93,10-5pm 

Hilton National Hotel, 
Walcot Street 

BATH 

Sat. 6 Nov'93,10-5pm 

University Great Hall, 
The Queen's Drive 

EXETER 

Sat. 20 Nov'93,10.5pm 


ISIS 


INDEPENDE 


Meet the representatives of many 
independent boarding and day schools 
tor 3-18 f s, Free advice on entry 
requirements, location, Assisted Places, 
^Scholarships, and early piar 
reduce school fees. 

0308 898045 


FINBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(formerly St George's School) 

independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls 

★ Continuous education 7 to 18 years 

★ Entry possible at any age 

★ All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates 

★ GCSE/A level courses 
*r Small classes 

★ Traditional values and disciplinary standards 

★ Good family atmosphere 

★ Sensible uniform — reasonably priced 

★ Extensive grounds and playing fields 

★ Fully inclusive fees — approx 90% covered by BSA 

Apply for prospectus; 

The Administration Officer, The Hall, Gt Finborough Stowmarfcet 
Suffolk, 1P14 3EF (0449) 674479 



Oakwood School 

Co-ed. I APS Prep. School (7-13) 
Boarding and Day 
Pre-Prep, department (3-7) 

Beautiful, spacious setting: family atmosphere: small classes: 
excellent academic record. First class facilities: fully equipped 
computer room, CDT room, recently improved Science 
laboratory, new purpose-built theatre complex. 

A limited number of places available for children with special 
needs (Le. dyslexia). 

GIRLS BOARDING AT GENEROUS INTRODUCTORY 
RATE FROM SEPTEMBER, 1993 (covered by BSA) 

Enquiries to: 

The School Secretary, Oakwood School, Chichester 
PO!8 9AN. TeL 0243 575209 




“ST JOHN’S COLLEGE” 

SOUTHSEA, HAMPSHIRE P05 3QW 
T 3!: (0705) 815118 Fax: (0705) 873603 


_ Catholic Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys 
conducted by the De La Satie Brothers. Headmaster: Rev. Brother Cyril, FSG 

Other denominations welcomed Girls accepted into the Sixth Form 

33 Government Assisted Places Awarded Annually 
Upper School 11-18 Lower School 4-1 1 Boarding 8-f 8 

Service Personnel can take up dayboy status on the parents 
retirement from the Services 


New 1992: Sports Hall, & 
Labs, 


luash Courts, Theatre, Information Technology 
Sixth Form Common Room 


Further information from the Headmaster’s Secretary 


REGISTERED CHARITY — FOUNDED TO PROVIDE EDUCATION 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastiigs, East Sussu TN33 BBS. 0424 830234 

Co-educational boarding and day school 

Hand office and senior school: Piece, Settle 

OCSE and'A 1 Levels 13-16 years 
Junior school: Broom ham, Questllng, Hastings. 5-13 years 

Small classes. Remedial and Individual tuition arranged when required. 
• Computer workshop. • Swimming pools, • Tennis courts, • Games 
fields and horse riding. # Escort services to and from airports. 
Special terms for Service children additional to Service grants. 
Established since 1954 Apply: The School Secretary 





‘DO%$ e E ( T MOUS'E SCHOOL 

The Manor, Church Lane, Bury, Nr Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1PB 
Tel: 0798 831456 


* IAPS boarding, weekly boarding and day preparatory school for boys, 4 i/ 2 to 13 years 

* Excellent academic and music/arts record * Idyllic setting at foot of the Downs 

* Small classes ensure personal attention * Wealth of extra-curricular activities 

* Strong sporting tradition * New computer facilities 



We understand the needs of Service famines. 

For further details contact the Bursar, Wg Cdr Adrian Gill 

The aim of this charitable trust is to provide a first class education tor boys 


-Embley Park School ■ 

A Registered Charity which exists to educate children 


CO-ED 11-18 
Romsey, Hampshire 
Tel: 0794 512206 

Romsey, Hampshire 
Tel: 0794 512296 



t-H* SUM is 


SMALL SCHOOL 
THINK OF THE 
ADVANTAGES 

★ Small classes 

it Individual attention 

★ Flexibility 


QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL, h 
DUNBLANE 

Established to provide an education for the sons of 
Scottish Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen , 

< Patron: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, KG, KT, OM, GBE 

The School provides free boarding school education for 
the sons of Scottish Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen of the 
Regular Forces. The sons of officers are not eligible unless 
thetr fathers have had at least four years' service in the 
ranks. The preferred age of entry is between 10 and 11. 
The school is organised in Primary and Secondary 
Departments in accordance with the requirements of the 
Scottish Education Department. Boys leave the School 
between the ages of 16 and 18 according to their 
academic ability and choice of career. 

Applications should reach the School by 31 December so 
that they may be considered for admission the following 
September 

For further information write to: j 

The Bursar, Queen Victoria School, 
v Dunblane, Perthshire FK1S OJY y 


ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL — LA0NCEST0N 



Independent Boarding and Day 
School for 

Girls 4-16 years 
Boys 4-11 years 


it The best GCSE results in Cornwall (DFE Survey, 1992) 

★ Fees below El ,000 per term 

★ Transport daily from Tavistock. Calling ton, Bude and Holsworthy. Weekly 
transport to Plymouth 

★ Scholarships available 


OPEN BAY Saturday, October 16, 1998, 9 im-1 am 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE ON 0566-772366 

St Joseph's School was founded to provide an Education for Boys and Girls 



NAVY MEWS DESK TIDY 



ONLY £ 1.75 UK 

(£2 Abroad) inc. p&p 

An attractive nautical container, 
featuring ships of bygone days — 
together with destroyers, frigates 
and submarines of today's Navy 
Available from 
The Business Manager 
Navy News 
HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheque and postal orders, to accompany orders, are 
to be made payable to Wavy News. For orders from 
outside UK, payment is to be made by 
Cheque/international Money Order in £ sterling. 


Upper Chine School 

Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD 

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Independent G.S.A. Boarding and Day School for Girls from 9-18 years 
Many girls from naval famifies. Pupil/staff ratio 8-1 
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and music 
awards available 

For a free prospectus write or telephone (0963) 862206 Fax (0963) 664622 

Reg Charity providing education for girls from 9-tfl 



BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL 

Bembridge, Isle of Wight P035 5PH 
Co-Educational Boarding & Day School 

300 Pupils Senior School 13-18 
Separate Junior School 7-13 


★ Small classes and emphasis on individual attention 

★ Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects offered 

★ Specialist help for children with dyslexia 

★ Sailing, golf course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

★ Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds 

★ Supervised transport to and from the Island 


Further details and prospectus from The Headmaster (0983) 872101 

A Registered Charity which exists to provide education for children. 



St Petroc’s School 
Ocean View Road 
Bude 


Cornwall EX23 8NJ 
Telephone 0288 352876 

Headmaster: 


P. W . Biundell, B.A., A.C.P., Cert. Ed., LA.P.S. Member 


FULL BOARDING 
FOR £10 A WEEK* 


Give your child an excellent chance of achieving his, or her, full 

potential 

Give yourself peace of mind knowing that your son, or daughter, is 
being well looked after, no matter where you are in the world 


Give your child the opportunity of teaming in really small classes 
with plenty of individual attention 

A really wide-ranging curriculum is on offer from swimming to 
C.DT. to French 

Parents receive written reports every three weeks 


The school provides a family atmosphere, marvellous environment and 
a high standard of discipline 

*St Petroc’s accepts the full Services Boarding School 
Allowance as payment of fees (B.S.A. £1,645 and parents’ 
contribution £183 per term). 

The Headmaster wi7/ be happy to send you a prospectus or arrange a visit, 

A registered charity founded to provide education. 
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Options 


AIRCRAFT AMD 
AVIONICS 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
OFFICERS 


AIRFRAME/PROPULSION 
AIRCRAFT/INSTRUMENTS 
ELECTRICS/RADIO AND 
RADAR/GUIDED WEAPONS 

Several posts available at the School of Aeronautical Engineer, Middle 
Wallop, Hants, Salary £14,90!-£17,535. 

Qualifications: City & Guilds National Certificate, BTEC or equivalent 
plus experience (normally 5 years) in an appropriate discipline. 

Likelihood of possible move to ArborHeld in 1995 for which relocation 
expenses of np to £5,000 may be possible for some posts. 

For application form please contact: 

ACSM 
Block 32 
Ward Barracks 
Bill ford Camp 
Wilts SP4 9NF 

We arc ura equal opportunity employer and are fully commit led to equal 
opportunities policies. The MOD positively welcomes applications from suitably 
qualified individuals irrespective of racial origin, sex or disability. 


HAVE YOU 
MISSED US? 

Back copies available 

Ring: Sylvia Newman, 

PORTSMOUTH 0705 826040 

Navy News — The Paper that lives 
up to its name! 



SSADM 

or Oracle NCO 

sought as analyst pfogjanrimer near Galwick. 
Aircraft Maintenance/Logistics background 
ideal. Training in Oracle tor compeicnl pro, 
grammar, SSADM not vilaf. 

Phone Bob Hankinson at 
Brandt 0423 527555 
or fax CV 0423 501214 


SOUTH WEST 
CORNWALL 

Long-established general store/ofTlicence 
yards from heaeh in busy fishing village, 
dose to ANAS Culdrose. Small shop with 
large turnover (£134,000 1992). No I ale 
opening. Cosy 2 bedroom coitage adjoining 
Ideal way of earning a good Irving in beautiful 
surroundings 

Freehold £120,000 + stock 
Apply Navy News Box No 1170 


FOR SALE 

Scarborough, News, con, tob. toys, 
fancy goods, plus 3 letting Hats and 
owner's accommodation with 
garage. 50 yds from Yorks County 
Cricket ground, 2 mins from beach 
and tourist attractions. 

£199,000 + SAV 

Full details: 0723 360890 


JOBS AT SEA 

UK, worldwide, good pay, inexperienced, 
unskilled, skilled, men. women, 
food/accommodation, continual vacancies. 
Cruise ships, oil/gas rigs, merchants, 
tankers, trawlers, dredging, salvage, 
ferries, lugs, diving, survey, research, 
watersports instructors, yachl crewing, 
marine biology. Lalesl vital information 
jobpack £6.95 eheque/PQ tp: 
MARINE EMPLOYMENT (Floor 3K) 
Brittanic House, Swanage BH19 INF 


professionally 
mitten and 
presented — 
we specialise In HM Forces 

■ QUALITY CONTENT 

■ FAST SERVICE 

■ LASER PRINTING 
a FREE STORAGE 

For details, write or call: 

SERVICE-CV, 

FREEPOST, Plympton 
PLYMOUTH PL7 3BR 

W 0752 - 344842 (24 hrs) 



Bdng in the Forces means you're no stranger to 
professionalism and self-discipline - and 
today we're seeking to employ experts like 
you. People with the character and resolve 
to become one of our lop flight financial 
consultants. 

Embark on a career with us and 
we’ll offer you: 

• Full training programme 

• Excellent promotion prospects 

• Vacancies in UK and Germany 

If you're ambitious and over 25, if you want to 
work for a company which has developed 
Profile - a free financial planning service eagerly 
requested by clients, then we'd like to hear 
from you today. 

For more information simply complete and return the 
enquiry coupon below - and you could be gunning for 
a rewarding and successful future! 



SUN ALLIANCE 


>uld 
u be 
eof 
our top 
guns? 


Full name_______Tel no 

Address_______ 


___Post code __ 

Age____Ran out date______ 

Please send to: Gillian Brydone, Recruitment Controller, Sun Alliance Pensions Life & 
Investment Services, Phoenix House, Wellesley Road, Croydon CR9 9LT, England. 

NN/93/5 



JT 1 A N D O F Tt 


JWuch of the sea grounding Sau^ Ar^ 

■depth of 300 metres, visibility can reach more than 

80 There 5 are over 1000 species of reef fah, ^udbg 
the remarkable Anthias. Females of this species 

l loc tw 100 to 1 arid whenever a male 
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BMTliH AEROSPACE 

DEFENCE 


The Personnel Department (Ref NN 023), At Yamamah Business Office, British Aerospace Defence Ltd, Systems and Services Division, Warton, Preston, Lancs PR4 1BR. 
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Welcome 
to Naafi 



PLANS 



Financial 






All major financial 
& insurance 
products available 


Motor • Kit* Travel • Winter 


• Committed to 
meeting your 
needs worldwide 


NSIONS 

WILLS* 

mSm 


INVES' 
LIFE ASSI 


Call into your local 
Naafi Financial Centre 
or call us on 
0602 354133 (UK) 
or 02161 9500 (Germany) 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU 
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON 
A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN 
SECURED ON IT. 


Written quotations available on request 


*F!MEJRA does not regulate this service. 

Naafi Financial Services, 

College House, Upper College Street, 
Nottingham NG1 5EU. 


FINANCIAL 
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upport 


grows for 




ORDER FORM 


FREEPMT * NO STAMP &EQUR1ED - NO CLUfii ' NO COMMITMENT 


Trident 


AFTER a redevelopment 
programme of over eight 
years, costing around £1.7 
billion, the new Trident 
Support Facilities at the 
Clyde Submarine Base has 
been officially opened by 
Secretary of State for 
Defence Malcolm Rifkind. 

The new facilities in the 
base’s Northern Development 
Area have been built to rigor¬ 
ous nuclear standards able to 
withstand extreme environ-’ 
mental conditions including 
earthquakes. 

Amid questions concerning 
the safety of the surrounding 
population Mr Rifkind said: 
“The highest attention has 
been paid to safety — it is one 
of the reasons why this pro 
ject has cost so much,” 

Shiplift 

Two notable additions are 
included in the new facilities. 

The covered submarine 
shiplift is a 180 metres long, 
25 metres high maintenance 


facility designed to raise all 
classes of submarine up to 
and including the Vanguard 
class clear of the water while 
the Northern Utilities Building 


is one of the largest diesel 
power stations on the British 
mainland with a power-gener¬ 
ating capacity to serve a town 
of 25,000 people. 

Other facilities include the 
Strategic Weapons Support 
Building, providing storage 
areas for ballast cans and 
Active Inert Missiles; the Fin¬ 
ger Jetty, a double-sided jetty 
providing two secure mainte¬ 
nance berths for two Van¬ 
guard, or smaller, submarines; 
new training facilities and 
nuclear repair workshops; 
storage and support buildings 
and accommodation and 
messing facilities. 

Dredging and widening of 
the Faslane approaches and a 
new navigational light system 
have also ensured the safe 
passage of Trident sub¬ 
marines in the Firth of Clyde. 

• Right; Clyde Submarine 
Base. 


igua 

HOI 


the first of the Hoyal 
Navy's Trident submarines 
to commission. 

• Left: Secretary of State 
tor Defence Malcolm Rif¬ 
kind pictured at the open¬ 
ing of the Trident Support 
Facilities with Commodore 
Clyde Cdr, John Trewby, 


Transylvanian trekkers 


BRAVING the elements — and the superstitions 
— are a group of walkers from RN air station 
Culdrose who took part in an expedition to 
Transylvania. 

After a short stay in Bucharest they spent two 
days walking across the Bucegi Mountain 
Range, taking in Mount Omu (2,502m), before 
facing severe blizzards and thunder storms as 
they trekked across the Fagaras Range to climb 
Moldoveanu, the highest peak in Romania. 

Meanwhile, a team from the Portsmouth com¬ 


mand were taking it somewhat easier with an 
expedition to the Lake District. Weather condi¬ 
tions were warmer and sunnier than in Transyl¬ 
vania which allowed the eight walkers to tackle 
the Old Man of Coniston and Langdale Round. 

The team also took part in a mountain bike 
ride and walk up Skidaw and a two-day peak 
bagging yomp, taking in many of the big names 
such as Great End, Great and Green Gable, Kirk 
Fell, Pillar and the Scafells. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Tony Leather 


YES: PfeKt send w my cnoce 2 videos 
from Die Combat At Sea QoJtectsy’ I e^Jose 
my Daymen) to Ell % itS 90 plus £l 9$ p&pl- 
i understand ihai i will be sen Pie remaining 
videos in Tlie Combat Al Sea Collection a? 
uppuoiunatthi' weeWjr. monthly rnietyals ^ the 
onto I lave specified I arsa understand tHal I 
•mil be charged C9 99 EO 99 p&p to each 
lunger ydet received and sAouW I so wan I 
can sloe you aernferg me births' videos from 
Die Cornua' A| Sea Coned hyi ay gmng yog 
notice * wrtlir^ anyone. 
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FREE 


VIDEO OFFER 


TO START YOUR COLLECTION 
BUY 1 FOR JUST £9.99 plus p&p 
AND CHOOSE ANOTHER VIDEO 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


An awesome, definitive history of mod¬ 
ern naval warfare, Combat At Sea is a 
unique series of 13 documentary films. 

Drawing upon oxciling arerwva! and modem loolage, 
lint untrue cal lection hrings- Ed life last mating Glorias 
or great sea battles and mighty warships; naval 
haroea and iwjBnds; aaa swatacyies and ttagcdves 
weapons and hitjh-ierh innovation liom Gallipoli ID 
ihe Gu*f. More inan that. Combat At See is a work or 
historical value which enables you 10 rokve important 
naval conflicts, Ep admire tfife recollections al brave 
and skilful manners and to pass on knowledge ol the 
combat any ay aments that transformed ITlO world 
order. A skinning chronicle of 20th century sea 
power, for you to own and &npoy 

To start your collodion, ihe choice 15 yours You get 
one video absolutely FREE when you boy any iiiic of 
your choice from Ihis unique collection, lOr only 09.99 
plus p&p 

NO CLUB - NO COMMITMENT! 

You control how many and how quickly - you wish 
Id buy, to build your Combat At Sea Caltech on 
THERE IS MO COMMITMENT" Full mpney-b@ck 
guarantee >1 you are not laially salisliod 


EXCLUSIVE 


"" 1 


UK 


- this collection is oniy available through this offer 
and has never previously been released in the 


My Firsi iwq video choices are 


Please sand me Ihe Inflowing 
lftdeQS i?n a weekiymonitily 
basis in the order spooked be uw 
































































FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 


It may be unlikely that you 1 !! ever have to hang below a SeaKing as it 
hovers above a type 82 destroyer. However as a member of the Armed 
Forces you are in a profession where the risks are higher than most. 

Every year servicemen and women have to give up their careers 
as a result of injury. Being unable to work is bad enough, having to live 
on a disability pension adds insult to injury. That's why it makes sense 
for you to protect yourself and your 

family. Personal Injury Cover from 
Naafi will provide you with a lump 
sum payment that could make all 
the difference. 

Designed for file Armed 
Forces 

Nobody understands the life in the Services better than Naafi. We've 
been supporting the Armed Forces for over seventy years now and we 



For every unNi qf cover requested you will receive £1,000 Life Insurance. 

Naafi Financial Services, CoHege House, Upper College Street, Nottingham NGl 5EU 


know the problems. That's why PIC has been 
tailor-made for Service personnel. Worldwide 
cover and no exclusions for active service. PIC 
gives you protection if you are injured in 
action, training or even on the sportsfield. 

It's your choice 

You can elect to have Family Cover, choose 
the level of benefits which suit you. Cover 
starts from as little as 45p a week and life 
insurance covering death from natural Causes 
is free.* 

Find out more about PIC today by calling 
into any Naafi Financial Centre or ringing 
0602 354226 in the UK or 02161 9500 in 
Germany today. 
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Reunions 


Calling Old Shipmates 



named HMNZS Wellington) and Is interes¬ 
ted in a reunion in late 1994 should contact 
James Stuart Pulversheimer Str. 8, 662:29 
Mannheim, Germany. 

Cape Mfttap&n Survivors: The 19th re¬ 
union of the Battle of Cape Matapan. 1941, 
will take place at Follonica, Italy on April 21 , 
1994, Those interested in attending should 
contact Stenio Mezzettl. Via Roms, no. 44, 
58022 Follonica (GR), JtaJy. 

HMS Ocean Assn, will hold their annual 
reunion at the Royal Sailors' Home Club, 
Portsmouth on Oct 23, Tickets, El 8, are 
available from W. T. Brown, 100 OakFands 
fld., Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7AL (please 
enclose s a e ). 

ASWI'i Association will hold their re¬ 
union and annual dinner-dance ai the Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth on Oct, 29. 
Details 1ram PO[S) Collins, Lewin Buildings. 
HMS Dryad. South wick, Hants POi7 6EJ 
{tel 0705 210522 ext. 4696), 

HMS Plymouth and Onyx: The annual 
reunion will be held on board at Birkenhead 
on Oct. 30, All commissions welcome, Send 
s a e for details to Project Manager, HMS 
Plymouth, Dock Rd . Birkenhead L41 1DJ. 

HMS Lynx (1965-68): Anyone interested 
in a reunion contact R. S. C. Phiipott, 77 
Malins Rd., Mile End, Portsmouth (tel. 0706 
824756). 

HMS Indefatigable Assn,: The third Pom- 
pey reunion will be held in HMS Nelson with 
"up spirits" at the Royal Sailors' Home 
Club on April 9. Details, enclosing s.a.e., 
from Jack Hibbard, 23 Canterbury Ave . 
Southampton S02 8EB. 


Over to You 


Staffs, DEI 3 OHB (tel 0203 63740) would 
like information regarding the C class des¬ 
troyers whose names began with CA, CE f 
CH, CO and CR 

Old uniforms: The Fleet Air Arm Museum, 
RN air station Yeovilton, Somerset BA22 
5HT {tel. 0935 040565) needs earlier square 
rig uniforms (late 60s to mid 70s) and 
money belts for Carrier exhibition 1994, 
Donations preferred, sales considered, car¬ 
riage refunded. Please contact Nicola 
W ick St&G d' 

HM ships Dainty and Hasty: On Feb 24 
1941 HMS Dainty, in company with HMS 
Hasty, was attacked and sunk by Italian 
dive-bombers while leaving Tobruk. Whiie 
Hasty was picking up survivors Dainty blew 
up and pieces from the ship landed in Has¬ 
ty's whalers, killing two of her crew. HMS 
Dainty Families Association wishes to learn 
the names of these two men for inclusion 
on its Roll of Honour Anyone having infor¬ 
mation should contact Peter J. Hillman, 21 
Lincoln Ave, Rose Green, Bog nor Regis, 
West Sussex P021 3EJ (tel, 0243 265 901). 

HMS Aurora: Included in the final effects 
of the late Cdr. J. Mitton was a book caEfed 
The Silver Phantom, a hardback book of the 
war service of HMS Aurora Anyone who 
served in the ship during the Second World 
War and who would like the book should 
contact D. J. Weaver, Stourbridge and Dis¬ 
trict RNA, The Royal British Legion Club. 
Enville St.. Stourbridge QY0 1XW. 

HM ships Wood bridge Haven, Fieri ston, 
Ranpura and Delight and RFA Fort Du- 
qufisne (Mediterranean Fteel 1957-60): Ian 
Crozier, 6B Market St, r Adfihgton Choriey, 
Lance. PR7 4HE (tel. 0257 474934) would 
like photographs of the above-mentioned 
ships. He can copy and return originals if 
necessary. 

Maritime Memorial a and Mementoes: 
David Saunders. Woosung, Pointfields, Ha- 
kin, Milford Haven, Pembroke shire SA73 
3EB is writing a book on maritime memori¬ 
als and mementoes of Great Britain and 
would like to hear from anyone who has 
details of memorials, both individuals and of 
vessels, for inclusion in the book, to be 
printed at the end of 1994. 

RN Auxiliary Hospital Idsworth, Horn- 
dean, Hants: Former Wren Monica Grover, 
12 Field way, Stifford Clays, Grays, Essex 
RM16 2AT would like to know the name of 
the iady who lived in a private suite of 
rooms in the hospital in 1943. 

HMS Agate, Aug, 6 1941: Anyone who 
served in the ship with Sub-Lieut, Arthur 
George Tree at this time contact Duncan 
Tree on 071 235 1200 (work) or 001 700 
6690 (home). 


Major Travel Pic 

t (Forces) 


offers the following services to mentors d the Armed Forces 
and their Families, at the lowest prices :- 


INDIVIDUAL FUG NTS 
GROUP TRAVEL 
ACCOMMODATION 
CAR FIRE 


AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
FORCES INSURANCE 
FULL ITINERARIES 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 


GROUP PACKAGES FOR MAJOR SPORTING FIXTURES 

Celt Rob Thompson today 

Tel:0752556771 Fax: 0752558979 


Major Travel Pk 

(FORCES) 

'2D PeAtj Rrj*d 


Ptymfliah,PL23EB 


HMS Manchester Assn, will hold their 
annual church service at St. Ann's Church 
In Portsmouth naval base on Nov. 21, 
Those wishing to attend should provide de¬ 
tails of car-colour, make and registration 
number to Mr. L. McDonald, 37 Edmund 
Rd.. Souths a a P04 0LL (tel. 0705 739304) 
no later than Nov. 14. 

426 King's Squad RM, 1945 held a suc¬ 
cessful reunion at the Nautical Club. Bir¬ 
mingham in Aug. — thanks to Norman Blck- 
ley and Bob Smith for their hard work. It 
was made a memorable reunion with other 
squad mates for the first time in 46 years. 
Details of next year s reunion can be ob¬ 
tained from J. G. Sutherland on 0633 
275915, 

3rd Destroyer Flotilla (Battle Class) 
Mediterranean Fleet (1949-52); A reunion 
is being arranged for HM ships Saintes, 
Vigo, Armada and Gravelines, tlhose inter¬ 
ested send a s.a.e, to Oliver Wright, 15 
Boyne Hili Rd.. Maidenhead, Berks SL6 
4HQ. 

HMS Ark Royal, Senior Rates (all com¬ 
missions, 1963-78): The 13th reunion will 
tke place in the WOs' and SRs Mess, HMS 
Drake on Oct. 30 Details from Michael Ben¬ 
nett, 6 Launceston Close, Southway, Ply¬ 
mouth PL6 000 (tel. 0752 552466, days, or 
0752 776432, eves ). 

HMS Pique, 40th Minesweeper Flotilla 
(1943-47); Anyone interested in attending a 
reunion contact Guss Gagg. 22 St. Augus¬ 
tinus Court, Mornington Rd,. Leytonstone, 
London Ell 3BD (tel, 061-556 0367) 

HMS Bacchante (1900-82): Anyone who 
served in the ship during her RN service or 
subsequently in the RNZN (she was re- 
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LCI 172 and 106: V A Saunders, 1373 
MacCleave Ave., Penticton, British Colom¬ 
bia. Canada V2A 3E4 would like to hear 
Irom those who served in the ships and 
who were involved in the rescue of four 
Canadian airmen shot down on a bombing 
mission to Messina, Sicily on June 28-29 
1943 

Military Prison and Detention Barracks, 
Corredlno, Matte: D I Cowley, 8 Sullivan 
Close, Colchester, Essex C04 3U L is inter¬ 
ested to hear about tasks and training car¬ 
ried out by staff or naval personnel under 
sentence in the East (or Naval) wing 

Harold Victor Dundee: Mrs C Beadle. 43 
Coast Dr,, Lydd on Sea, Kent TN29 9NL (tel 
0679 20263) would like to hear from anyone 
who has a copy of a photograph of Capt. 
Dundas who was rn command of the Qs- 
sory during the Battle of Jutland. He was 
also commander of Ganges from 1912-14 
and from 1920, until his retirement, he was 
Divisional Officer at Great Yarmouth Coast¬ 
guards, 

Lieuts. Jim Holmes and Basil Mams: 

Lieut.-Col. Carsten A John sen (retd), c/o 
Cdr. G S Pearson, British Embassy, De¬ 
fence Section, Thomas Heftyesgate 0, 0244 
Oslo, Norway, who served in the Special 
Operations Executive is anxious to trace 
Lieuts Jim Holmes and Basil Marris who 
were with him on Operation Barbara. 

Yangtze Incident, 1949: A wall plate is to 
be produced to commemorate the 45th 
anniversary and which is available to veter¬ 
ans of HM ships Amethyst. Black Swan, 
Consort and London. For details send a 
s.a.e. to Rod Saul. 20 Arthursdale Grange, 
Scholes, Leeds LSI 5 4AW by Nov. 15 

Operation Granby: Stephanie Pearce, 40 
Buckieigh Rd.. Streatham, London SW16 
5RZ is writing a thesis on Gull War poetry 
and would like examples of work — all po¬ 
ems will be properly acknowledged and, if 
published, all profits will be donated to 
SSAFA 

TSMY Maun a Loa: Tony Johnson, 11 
Ferrari Gardens, Moddiesburn, Glasgow 
G69 OP A (tel. 0236 074371) would like Infor¬ 
mation about the Edwardian schooner. The 
ship saw service as an armed yacht under 
Robert Rawlinson until 1919 and was later 
one of the small ships involved in the eva¬ 
cuation of Dunkirk. 

HM ships Slonechat and Obedient B. D. 

Clark, 5 Warren Dr,, Unton, Swadlincote 
DEI 2 6QP (tel. 0283 761237) would like cap 
tallies for the above-mentioned ship. 

C Class Destroyers: Harold Cbx, 96 
Bitham Lane, Stratton, Burton-on-Trent. 


Penelope Assn, will hold their eighth 
reunion in Blackpool on Feb 10-20. Details 
from Jack Williams, 395 Lylham Rd.. Black¬ 
pool FY4 1EB. Also, to mark the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the loss of HMS Penelope the 
association has arranged for a special ser¬ 
vice to be held In St Ann s Church, Ports¬ 
mouth Naval Base, on Feb 13. Relatives of 
those lost (Anzio, Feb 10, 1944) are partic¬ 
ularly Invited. Details from Harry Pugh, 95 
Chapel Rd.. Chapeitown. Sheffield S3G 4SS 
(tel. 0742 468356). 

HMS Nurton will hold a decommissioning 
dinner at the Naval and Military Club. Lon¬ 
don on Dec. 10, Open to ex-Nurton (Mon¬ 
trose 1957-60) and former Ton officers 
Contact Mess Dinner, HMS Nurton. BFPO 
347. 

HMS Rotherham, East Indies Fleet 
(1943-45) heid a successful reunion in Sept, 
attended by the ship's First Lieutenant 
Lieut.-Cdr. Leslie Ellis. Details from Bob 
Sandford, 61 Tamarisk, Pandora Meadows, 
Kings Lynn, Norfolk. 

LsT Club wilt hold their annual dinner at 
the Falcon Hotel, Stratford-on-Avon on 
Nov 13. Details from Clay Maxwell, 45 New 
Rd., Water Orton, Birmingham B46 1GP(teL 
021 747 2410). 

HMS Loch Quolch (1944-46): Anyone 
wishing to attend a reunion in Portsmouth 
next year contact Sandy Powell, 162 Dart¬ 
mouth Rd., Paignton TQ4 6NP (tel. 0603 
842364) 

Flsgard 1944, Anion Division Entry; A 

50th anniversary reunion will be held in 
Plymouth in Aug, next year. Details from 
Syd Wakeham on 0752 402630 or Terry 
Liming on 0469 707086, 
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HM5 Paladin: D. Woodrow, 145 Uplands 
Rd,, West Moors. Ferndown, Dorset BH22 
0EZ would like to hear from anyone who 
has a photo of the ship. 

Teak Force 57, The British Pacific Reel 
1944-45: W. F. Brain, 159 Peterborough 
Rd., Leyton. London E10 6HH would like to 
hear from anyone who has a copy of the 
above-named book written by Peter Smith 
and which included; a forward by Admiral of 
the Fleet Lord Frazer. The book was pub¬ 
lished by William Kimber and Co. (SBN 
7163 02516) 

British Pacific Fleet and East Indies 
Fleet: The 50th anniversary committee is 
keen to irace any official or personal foo¬ 
tage of the two Fleets during the Second 
World War to include in the commemorative 
events for 1955. Original film will be re¬ 
turned. IT you have anything which may be 
of interest contact Stuart Eadon, 3 Water¬ 
side House, Uplon-upon-Severn, Worces¬ 
tershire WRB QJD 

RN Service in Fer East, 1920s and 30s: 

A. D. Field, 21 Church St.. Eye, Suffolk IP23 
7BD is researching the planning lhat took 
place during the 1920s and 30s when the 
RN was anticipating war in the Far East 
against the Japanese and would like to hear 
from anyone who served during that period. 
He would also like to hear from anyone who 
may be interested In sponsoring his 
research. 

HMS Hood, Special Service Squadron 
1924: S F Tiften, 2 Falconry Court, 7 Fair- 
field South, Kingston-on-Thames KT1 2UR 
(tel 081 549 0326) would like to know the 
history of a silver plate, presented by Gdr. 
Newman on behalf of the Wardroom 
Officers. 

HMS Meteor G R. Senior, 24 Rock 
Grove. Old Swan, Liverpool LI3 2DU (lei 
051 259 3304) would like information about 
the ship which boarded the German auxilia¬ 
ry military hospital ship Ophelia. 

HMS Golden Hind: S, C. T. Cook, 27 Ny- 
fand Rd., Nythe, Swindon, Wilts SN3 3RJ 
would like to hear from anyone who served 
in HMS Golden Hind or knows anything 
about her history. 

D. Hayes Chief ERA, Lease-lend de¬ 
stroyer David Leicester, 2 Horsley Rd., 
Rochester ME1 1UW has a complete en¬ 
gine manual for destroyer engines (diesel, 
made In Detroit) Inscribed on the front cover 
"D. Hayes, Chief ERA 1 along with the 
names G, R. Tilly and J. A. Witt, Mid. Eng, 
RNVR, and D. H. R Banks, R. F. Peters and 
G, D. Jordan and R, G, Barton (all RNR). He 
would be interested in contacting any of 
those named or those with knowledge of 
them. 


TATTOO REMOVAL 


Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
Frenchay Hospital, Bristol 

phone(0272)701-212 ext 2480 


24: RAF Wellington sank U-566 in Bay Of 
Biscay. HMS Eclipse sunk by mine off 
Kalymnos 

26: RAF Liberator sank U-420 in N. 
Atlantic. 

29: HM ships Duncan, Sunflower and VI- 
dette sank U-202 in N Atlantic 

30: HM submarine Ultimatum sank U-431 
off Toulon 

31: HM ships Douglas. Loch Oskaig and 
HM Trawler Imperialist sank U-732 in 
Straits of Gibraltar. HM ships Geranium and 
Whitehall sank U-306 in N Atlantic 

Taken from The Royal Navy Oay by Day 


HMS Hilary: Mrs. D. Foster, 39 Cleveland 
Ave., Norton, Stockton, Cleveland TS20 
2PE would like to hear from James Gil body 
who served with her father-in-law as a PG 
Tel 1943-44. 

HM ships Bulwark and Intrepid (1961- 

71): Mrs. S. Booth, c/o 34 Hampshire Place, 
Melksham. Wilts, would lie to hear from for¬ 
mer marines who served with her husband 
Glyn Edward Booth, particularly Geofl 
Croft, from Wigan and David McDowell who 
served In HMS Interpid Mrs Booth is 
organising a 50th birthday and reunion for 
her husband and would like old shipmates 
to attend. 

HMS Daedalus (Feb. 1966-Feb. 1969): 
Danny Fitzsimons, Mount Florence, 
Bowers we II Lane, Perth PH2 7DL (tel. 0738 
34947. home, or 0738 21077, work) would 
like to hear from LREM Adam Jackson, 
REM Ian McArthur and EM George Ellis. He 
would also like to hear from CPO Mike 
Berry who was stationed in Daedalus in the 
mid-803. 

HMS Gravelines (1949-52): R. J Whit¬ 
tington, 102A Victoria Ave.. Newport, Gwent 
NP9 6CG (lei, 0633 221668) would like to 
hear from shipmates of all commission with 
view to a reunion 


HMS Fal: W. Durrent. 13 Takeley Close. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1QH (tel 0992 
760156) would like to know the where¬ 
abouts of Sub -Lieut. Tate and AB Tommy 
Butler. 

HMS Campanula: Robert B, c/o Russel! 
M. Coward, 10 Market St,, Hambteton, 
Poulton-le-Fylde FY6 9AP would like to hear 
from Stoker Bill Austin. 

HMS Falcon, RN air station Hal Far, Mal¬ 
ta (1949-50): Lieut.-Cdr. Geoffrey Lanca¬ 
shire, 1 Rowsham Court, South Hill Ave„ 
Harrow on the Hill, Middx HA1 3NX would 
like to hear from Cdr. (S) David Glyne 
Hughes (retd.) 

HMS Fighter Mr. B. Rose, 26 Swann 
House, Saxon Rd.. Saxmundham, Suffolk 
IP17 1EE would like to hear from former RN 
and RAF personnel who served in the ship 
which was torpedoed on July 7 1944 at Le 
Havre. 

HMS Oueen of Thane*: Peter D, Coney. 
21 Alpha Ave. r Kings Copse. Garsinglon, 
Oxford 0X44 9BG would like to hear from 
former members of party QUOT or the 
Combined QPs Concert Parly or from 
friends and relatives who can offer interest¬ 
ing stories about their experiences. 


FIFTY YEARS ON 

A LOOK BACK at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a 
century ago this month. 

In the Mediterranean support of land operations in Italy and the 
Aegean continued, the latter resulting in further losses to our light 
forces from mine and air attack. 

Merchant shipping losses remained relatively low, 29 ships of 
some 130,000 tons world wide, but 26 U-boats were sunk by the 
Allies, most by air attack. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound, who had borne the burden 
of the bad years as First Sea Lord, died on Trafalgar Day, 

Principal events included: 

3: HM submarine Usurper Sunk by Ger¬ 
man anti-submarine craft in Gulf of Genoa. 

Two Commandos landed at Termoii. east 
coast of Italy, and linked up with Army 
ashore. Further landings followed. 

4: RAF Lberator Sank U-336 in N. Atlantic. 

5: RAF Hudson sank U-389 In N. Atlantic 

7: HM submarine Unruly attacked Ger¬ 
man convoy, with, gunfire off Stampalia, 
convoy later finished off by HM ships Faulk¬ 
ner, Fury, Penelope and Sirius, 

6: HM submarine Unruly sank German 
ship Bulgaria in Aegean. 

9: HMS Panther sunk by German aircraft 
in Scarpanto Channel, HMS Carlisle da¬ 
maged, towed to Alexandria bul beyond 
repair, 

11: HMS Hytha sunk by U-371 off Bougie. 

13: HM ships Laforey, Lookout and HM 
Neth, ship Flores bombarded positions 
north of Volturno River while LCT’s land 
tanks. 

16: Bad day for U-boats, RAF Liberators 
sank U-964, U-B44 and U-631 in N. Atlantic, 
two RAF Bisieys sank U-533 in Gulf of 
Oman. 

17: Two RAF Liberators sank U-540 in N. 

Atlantic HMS Byard sank U-841 off Cape 
Farewell. HM ships Jervis and Penn sank 
German anti-submarine ship, former HMS 
Widnee. in Kalymnos Harbour. (Widnes had 
been beached in Suda Bay after air attack 
in 1941, salvaged and put into service by 
the Germans). 

20: HMS Aurora and Greek destroyer 
Miaoiues bombarded Rhodes. 

21: HMS ChedabLicto sunk in collision 
with SS Lord Kelvin in the St Lawrence. 

22: HMS Hu rworth sunk by mine In Ka¬ 
lymnos Channel, survivors ianded in Tur¬ 
key. Greek destroyer Adrias (ex-HMS Bor¬ 
der) also mined, beached, later refloated 
and reached Alexandria, but beyond repair 

23: HM ships Duncan, Vidette and RAF 
Liberator sank U-274 SW of Iceland HMS 
Cromarty sunk by mine in Bonafacio Straits. 

Operation Tunnel in English Channel. HM 
ships Charybdls and Umboume sunk in en¬ 
gagement with German destroyers off the 
Channel Isiandfe. Two German destroyers 
sunk by Talybont and Rocket Grenville, Ste- 
venstone and Wensleydale also took part in 
action. 


RNCWS Tal O, Hong Kong: II you served 
during March-July 1970, Fort Watch Oct, 
1979, Port Watch Feb. 1983 and Starboard 
watch NOV 1983-April, 1964 LRO(T) Grif¬ 
fiths, JSIS, Prince of Wales Barracks, BFPO 
1 would like to hear from you. He has 
albums from the photo' library which were 
going to be thrown away when RNCWS Tai 

M yy-gc; rlnCdrt 

HMS Balfour (1943-45): Bert Swannie, 53 
Dover Rd., Wyke Regis, Weymouth, Dorset 
□T4 9DB (tel. 0305 776254) would like to 
hear from old shipmates, 

HMS Hermes (1966-60): Taff (Butcher) 
Jones, 83 Pentre St, Hay. Wrexham, Clywd 
LL12 0NF (tel. 0978 653248) would like to 
hear from Taff (Bill) Foran, Pete Latham 
plus anyone else from 5 F.A. Mess. 

HMS Firedrake, sunk Weal Atlantic Dec. 
17,1942: Mrs M Osgood, 22 Lewis St., St 
Helens, Merseyside (tel. 051 727 5753) 
would like to hear from anyone who served 
with her brother Jimmy Barber. 

HMS Eagle (1971-72) and HMS Ajax 
(1973-75): Christine Hayford. 29A Learner 
Close, Fleet. Hants would like to hear from 
anyone who served with MEM1 Ted 
Hayford . 

HMS Constance, China Slatlon (1949- 
SI): Emie Balderson. The Fortymners Asso¬ 
ciation, 43 Old Place. Sleaford, Lines NG34 
7HR would like to hear from Ernie Roberts. 
Tom Sherris and an who served in HMS 
Constance during this two-year commis¬ 
sion. 

Fleet Air Arm, HM ships Ark Royal, 
Worthy Down and llluatrioua (1910-41): 

Paui Hoggins, 105 Granvill Rd,, Sheerness, 
Kent ME12 1QP (tel. 0795 662073) would 
like to hear from anyone who knew hts 
grandfather A/LA Harry Fitzpatrick who 
was killed on board HMS Illustrious when 
the ship was bombed off Malta in Jan. 1941. 


HSM Royal Oak, 1939: Lawrence Myers, 
66 Black Lion Lane, Little Sutton, South 
Wirral L66 4UD would like to hear from any 
survivors particularly those who may have 
known Mne. George Edward Myers, 

HMS Llghtfnot (1944-46) and HMS Sain- 
ties (1946-47): Ken Ackiam, 55 Hampton 
Rd, Scarborough. N. Yorks. Y012 5PX (tel 
0723 352070) would like to hear from for¬ 
mer shipmates, in particular Walter Ball, 
Curly Fletcher. D. Peacock Pete and Vic 
Adams. 

HMS Ark Royal, 1050a: Mr W. D. Burton, 
C/O F.O.T.E,, 42 Edbury St. Victoria, Lon¬ 
don SW1 would like to hear from Tans Bak¬ 
er. with whom he stayed at Quarry House, 
in Hastings. 

HMS Cairo, 1942: Survivors of the ship 
iost during Operation Pedestal are invited to 
loin the HMS Cairo Old Hands Association. 
Details from Jock Harris, 72 St Leonards 
Caravan Park. Ringwood Road, West 
Moors. Wimborne, Dorset SH22 OAQ (tel. 
0202 094121). 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 
Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO. I he Officers' ChariiabEe and Social fdtawship, is open lo ail Serving 
and Retired Commissioned Officers of (he RN, RM. WRNS, QARNNS and 
I heir Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants and 
bursaries from I he proceeds of ils assets which exceed £1 million, wherever 
there is a need. 

Today ihe financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: 'House 
Purchase Generous cash payments wilh mortgage and with Life Assurance, 
and competitive conveyancing costs 'AA Membership saving up lo £30 per 
year ’Legal & Medical Consultations at Iree or favourable rates ’Trade 
Discounts of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance, 
travel. medical, Jewellery, wines and many more. 

A List of Members and a Year Book are issued, and ARNO organises: 
* Regional Social functions and group holidays, *a fist ol members 
worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays ’Social 
introductions ’Mail redirection ’Swords and uniform items for sale ’an 
ARNO credit card 

Fot membership application form compiele the following: 

To: Lt. Cdr. I M P Coombes RN, ARNO. 70 Porchesfer Terrace. London 
W2 3TP, Please send me details and a membership application form 


of the 

South West 


• Latest Laser Technology 

• No Surgery 

• Safe and Effective 

• Free Assessment 


David Lawrence, of Lawrence and Sons, Gos¬ 
port, took the original photo of Hawke 176 Class, 
HMS St. Vincent, in 1953 and when the shipmates 
met up again in September for their 40th anniver¬ 
sary reunion he was there, once again, lo record the 
event. 

The class can boast a 100 per cent, lum-oul of all 
the surviving members and they lined up in exactly 
the same positions, leaving a space second from 
right in the middle rank in memory of Alan 
“Ginger"' Reeve, who died in 1984 (the four re¬ 
maining spaces belong to their Divisional Officer 
and Class Instructors who they, so far, have been 
unable to trace)* 


PHOTO-COPY 
40 YEARS ON 


ALMOST 40 years separate these two pictures but, 
remarkably, the man behind the camera is the 
same. 
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SCE HOTLINE 

0367 241225 


KATHIE’S COMICS 

Marvel, D.C.'s, Indies, Graphics, 
Maos, T-Shirts, Star Trek. 
Mail Order Worldwide 
AccessA/isa 

20 Market Avenue, Plymouth, 
Devon PL1 1PH 
TEL: 0752 257800 
FAX: 0752 250238 


FREE CATALOGUE 


GENUINE ISSUE NAVAL EQUIPMENT 


it Naval wooly pully's 
it PTI track tops 

* AWD trousers 
it While anklets 
it Jumbo kitbags 
it Gun Run gallons 

* WRNS shoes 

it Marines DPM smocks 
it Naval FR coveralls 


it Naval caps 

* Ron Hill transfers 

* Square neck vests 

* White belts 

* USA naval kit 
it Naval duffle coats 
it Combat boots 

* New WRNS suits 

* Marines CMMDG boots 

"Britains leading supplies of kit to the professionals 11 
Tel: 071 790 5257 Free Cat: 071 790 0900 Info: 071 790 5585 


Silverman’s (Dept N,N), 2 Harford Street, Mile End, 
London El 4PS 


★ Naval steaming bats 

★ Naval hammocks 

★ Sub sweaters 
it Berets 

★ Naval money belts 

★ WRNS caps 
it DPM jackets 

★ Naval wind proof TRS 

★ Naval rugby shirts 


The l\avy 

in the NGWS 1954-1991 

AN EXCITING NEW BOOK BY JIM ALLAWAY 

Available from fQ QC 
B u si ness Mana ger ^ ^ » 

Navy News H.M.S. Nelson + 75p UK P&P 
Portsmouth POI 3HH Ci overseas P&P 
Cheque made payable to 
Navy News 

For orders outside UK. payment i$ to 
be made by ch equa/'tn tematfonal 
Money Order in £ sterling 
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U-NEED-US” 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY GOODS 

Large selection of foil and paper decorations. Balloons, 
Party Poppers, Streamers, Novelties, Party Hats etc. 
Table Stationery, Christmas Crackers, also Fancy 
Dress accessories 

B.F.P.O. orders welcome (ml VAT) free price list available 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth, POI 1NW 0705-823913 
Fax No, 0705 736943 


TOP QUALITY JEWELLERY 

Sent anywhere in the UK* Gift wrapped with message* 

Koala Bear & Baby I Set. G.P. with Crystals . . £24,99 

Ladybird Red & Black En, with Crystals ♦ ♦. ..£22.50 

Hummingbird 18ct. G.P* with Crystals.£16.50 

Butterfly Green & Blue En. with Crystals ..£19.99 

Lizard I Set. G,P. with Crystals ..£19.99 

Teddy (4cm x 3cm) G.P. with Crystals.£33.00 

Pins - Horse* Dog, Cat G.P. with Crystals.£8,99 ea* 

Parrot Cufflinks En. with Crystals ..£14.50 

Crystal Heart on G.P. Chain .£13,99 

Send: Chq/P.O. (payable to L. Fames) with forwarding address and 
message to: L. Fames, 36, Hawthorns, Saltash, Cornwall, PL 12 4RR. 

Add: £1.50 p&p. Allow 28 days delivery. 


HAND-EMBROIDERED wire and 
stlk thread badges. Qualiiy/dclivcry 
guaranteed. Please send design for 
price and sample to Inicrart Un¬ 
limited. Boa 1274, Sialkoi/PakisLin. 
Fax: 0092-432-65463. 


CAP TALLIES — 785 TOTAL in 6 
albums, 53 loose. MOSTLY BRI¬ 
TISH with 19 Foreign Countries, Sea 
Cadet and Merchant Mostly cut, 127 
approx. F/L, Lists available with SAE 
please, Value £2 + 355, offers please to 
Mr R. Harris. 6 Lewis Road, Foie- 
shill, Coventry CVI 4HZ West Mid¬ 
lands. Phone 0203 630883. 


( 


BLAZERS’ 

our quality range 
available in sizes up to a 
56in chest includes: 

THE COMMODORE 

A single breasted blazer in 
luxurious pure new wool 
From as little as £62.95 Badges 
also available at £10 each 
For details of our tuff range 
plus a coloured illustration 
please phone 0353 663256 

Or write to: 'Blazers', 10 Tower 
Road, Little Downham, Ely, 
Cambs CBS 2TD 
THE ESSENTIAL BLAZER 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DA V MOL N TING SERV ICE 
it ftf't t OH most FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 071-930 1979 
OR 0374 133 493 


ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP’S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

GUARANTEED FOR 
LIFE OR REPAIRED 
FREE OF CHARGE 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 



For information on models 
available with no minimum 
order requirement, _ 

please tick LJ 


For full details' complete the coupon below and send to: 


W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 SAX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship s crest 


NAME,. 

ADDRESS... 



SOLID BRASS REPLICA 

Of the lannous 3Zpdr, Muizle Loading, Ship of 
Ihe Line Garmon. Faithfully reproduced, and 
handcrafted in solid brass, and polished to 
perlecticn. and linatty lacquered lo preserve a 
lasting sheen. A irus Heirloom lo grace your 
desk or manllepiece. 

length; Width: Sin, Height: 2W*n, Weight: 
2.5lbs (1.2kg). 

Brass plale, bearing manufacturers name. 
Copyright, Reg, Oes, andfrade Mark Nos. 
Copyright Retaliation Certificate No. 
B9-114$366£3, 

pog or plus C5 damage and 

LO C , LU insurance 

ZEAIOIV * Electronic Engineering Ltd 

8 Gordon Court, Victoria Road, St&cfiiord, Birmingham B33 SAN. 

Tel: 021 786 1004, Fax: 021 786 1004, 



GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, 

Polos, Rugby Shirts* 

Hooded Togs* 

Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 1 
Embrofdered 
Badges and Jumpers, 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35, 94, Blackhorse Lane 
London El 7 6AA 
Telephone 0S1-523 3283 
Fan; 081 531 7298 



REMEMBER THE 
GOOD OLD NAVY 





• AN ORIGINAL PRESENT 

A mounied and Iramed phologtaph ol 
your (hit! old ship ponied Lorn an original 
large formal negative (excellent qualify) lo 
enhance your halt, lounge, bar. den, etc 

• We have been photographing ships of 
ail nationalities and type s from the early 
)920‘s lo the present day, including 
fl.FA s. R M.A.S. f? JV.V.R and P.A.S, 
WRIGHT & LOGAN (Est 1924) 
20 Queen Street, Portsmouth POI SHI- 
FREE BROCHURE Teh (0705) 829555 


+♦++♦++♦+++++♦++♦♦♦+♦++#♦+#♦♦♦+* 


JOY’S ROSES 

St CUDDLIES 


Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery lo any address in the UK or 
N. Ireland. Include your own special message to show that you have your 
loved one in mind — someone — somewhere is waiting lo hear from you, 

12 ROSES Red/Pmk/YcllWGold (large)... £13.85 

24 ROSES Red/Pink/Ycllow/Gold (large). .. £18.50 

1 2 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed.,. £12.50 

40 FREES1A Mixed with fern,,,... £14.75 

BOUQUET Special Mixed. £22,50 

BOUQUET Pink/Red Ciimations/Freesia/Fern. £16 50 

BOUQUET Roscs/Carnalions/Frcesia/Fcrn. £17,50 

BOUQUET lrts*bliic/Carnations/Frcesia/Fern. £14,60 

BOUQUET Spray Camalions/Freesia/Fern .. £11.50 

Beautiful hand-made “CUDDLIES” British Safety Standard X 

White or Silver/Beige. 27' Song £22.65 

Pale Pink..... 10 "/7 1 ' long £22,75 

Blaek/Whitc. 22 long £22.60 

Brown/Gold lying...,,, 15 1 ' long £17.85 

Cheicc of embroidered cotoured Jumpers, dark/light blue, red, no more than 12 letters 
per three lines, space eoumls as one idler, e g. love Daddy, love Phil, Mary's teddy. 

WINSTON BEAR Beige/Gold. jointed (d/b*). 19 high £27.80 

WINSTON BEAR Gold, jointed (d/b, 17b, r*>. 14 high £18.95 

BREWSTER BEAR Gold (d/b, l/b, r*T,.. 15 high £L4 75 

CHUBBY BEAK Gold, jointed (d/b, l/b, r*). LI high £14,75 

Prices + order forms available upon request. All prices include P.P. and VAT 
VIS A/ACC ESS/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTED 

D tinc Exp Date) 

Please make cheque or P.O. payable lo: 

JOY’S ROSES AND TOYS* Flamingo, Bos Cape Iks, St Sampson 
Guernsey, C.L Telephone: (04H1) 467(18 Fax: (0481) 43406 

*+++++++++*+++++++♦++*++++++++++++++++++ 


SAMMY SEAL 
PINKY MOTHER 
PIG AND PIGLETS 
BERTIE BADGER 
LEO THE LION 



l£l£ 


Resettlement & Courses 


Jim 


NATIONAL CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 
UK NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREAU OF INTERPOL 


COMMUNICATION 

OFFICERS 


GRADE 111 



Home 

Office 


Intelligent: and informative, your qualities which mirror 
our role. 

You'll be fully experienced in operating communication 
equipment - we use word processors, computers, X4GG 
electronic mail, fax, phototelegraphy and photophone 
including encryption where required. 

The NQ5 based in Central London is a multi¬ 
disciplinary organisation serving the UK Police forces, 

Regional Crime Squads and HM Customs and Excise. 

Working 8 hour shifts on a 24 hour shift pattern, you will 
undertake a variety of duties within the communications 
room These include the preparation, transmission and receipt 
of messages to and from Interpol HQ, Foreign National 
Central Bureaux and all UK Police Forces. You will also be 
required to conduct searches of the numerous computerised 
databases that we use. 

Besides demonstrable competence in the use of 
communications equipment, you must have good 
interpersonal skills and an excellent telephone manner, 
together with a flexible approach to work, a knowledge of 
database interrogation would be an advantage. 

Please apply in the first instance to : Mark O'Shea, 
Personnel Management Division, Room GOl, Grenadier 
House, 99-105 Horseferry Road, London SWIP 2DD, 

Tel: 071-217 0056 

Closing date for applications is 21st October 1993, 

We welcome nppiicatfons from candidates regardless of ethnic 
origin, religious belief\ sex , sexual orientation, disability or any 
other irrelevant factor. People with disabilities and those from 
ethnic minorities are currently under represented and their 
applications are particularly welcome. 


M Navy News 


The Newspaper of the Royal Navy 

D0N7 MISS A SINGLE ISSUE 

Home or away. 

Have your copy delivered 
monthly by Post. 


For a UK subscription just send name, address and cheque/P.O, for 

£10.50 for 12 months or £20.50 for three years 

For subscribers overseas (including Republic of Ireland, Europe, 
Canada, U S,A. and Australia) the remittance for surface mail delivery is 

£14 for 12 months or £35 for three years 

Payment by Cheque/interna tiona t Money Orders in J 
£1 sterling only please 


Post your order and remittance to: 

Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, POI 3HH 
Tel: 0705 826040 


Available 
from 

,, V°ur , 
Newsagent 

Price 40p 


NAME . . . 
ADDRESS 

Tel: . 


NN/10/93 


.Postcode. 

PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 


If you are an existing subscriber to Navy News 
PLEASE DO NOT use this coupon 


Month you wish to start... 

Existing subscribers will be notified when ihcir subscription is due lot renewal 































































































































Options 


NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 1993 33 



Property, Removals and Miscellaneous / /£££££/ 


Property Management 

263 Fawcett Road, South sea 

Specialists in the management of the homes of RN personnel 
We offer a full and comprehensive management service, including 
attention to the smallest detail 

If you are thinking of letting your home in the Portsmouth or 
surrounding areas, please contact Tracey Mackenzie or Michael 
Talmondt for further details 

Phone (0705) 861550 Fax (0705) 818081 
‘we are ex Navy and understand the problems' 


Executive Homes 

Let and manage quality houses and flats 
in and around Portsmouth, throughout 
Hampshire and West Sussex 

Contact us for a brochure. 

0705 511644 




RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 


Cover against burglary 
A form of income 
Security of possession 
Thoroughly vetted tenants 
Legal documentation 
Expert advice 

Brochure cm 
Call Paul Kcsty 

FAREHAM (0329) 626282 


REGIMENTAL Ties, Blazer Badges, 
Cuff-links, Buttons, Medals, Cap 
Badges, Miliiarja, £j for list. Cairn- 
cross (Dep. NNK 31, Belie Vue St, 
Filey, N. Yorks YOU 9HIJ. 


H 



BLACK HORSE AGENCIES 
Parkinson Pairin' Robertson 


SAILING SOON? Are you considering letting your property for the duration 7 
It so, for friendly competent advice and a copy of our Guide To Letting Your Property' 

Telephone Fa reham 234441 or Southampton 445699 
We cover the South Coast from Lymington to Chichester 


• ALWAYS THE WIDEST 
CHOICE OF HOMES TO RENT 

•COURTESY CARS AND 
ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS 

• EVERY PROPERTY SELF 
CONTAINED 

•FURNISHED AND 
UNFURNISHED HOMES 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
- PROFESSIONAL 
INVENTORIES AND 
SCHEDULES OF CONDITION 
•SECURE TENANCY 
AGREEMENTS 

•DEPOSITS FULLY BONDED 
•PROMPT REPAIR SERVICE 
•MEMBERS OF ASSOCIATION 
OF RESIDENTIAL LETTING 
AGENTS 


LEADERS FOR 
NAVAL LETTINGS 
Call Leaders and you're 
almost home 


LEADERS 


THE RENTAL AGENTS 


45 OSBORNE ROAD, SOUTH SEA, 

TEL (0705) 838344, FAX: (0705) 870144, 
190 WEST STREET, FAREHAM, 

TEL (0329) 825282, FAX; (0329) 820160, 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37 A Chi I well Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS 

from own original paintings of 

R,N. WARSHIPS 1920-1990 

from £17.50. Over 250 available 
For list please send s a e to 

SEART 

5 The Chase, Gosport 
Hants POl2 3TD 


EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS 
BADGES COFFEE MUGS 
AND LOTS MORE! ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER 

No artwork or selling up CCrtfS Ofl [he majority 
of Our goods. High quality, competitive price* 
und prompt delivery. 8FFO laiofTM icrviuc. 

Send fir our Ar* price lisi _■ 

REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 HIGH 
STREET, LINCOLN LN5 SAP 
Tel: 0522 513333 Fax: 0522 530383 


LETTING YOUR HOME? 


.then contact 


LD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


The Professional Property 
Service For The 


Naval Landlord 


0329236655 

M11TONHOU5E. P K fJ P I: K T V 
7 HIGH ST, FAREHAM \1 VS VI,h MI S | 



NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any 
advertisment or for any losses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their 
own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal 
and financial advice before 
sending any money or entering 
into any legally binding 
agreement. 


I Single hems. Full 
H ' Local or Long Di 

H tu _bll:^ mv 


Full Loads 
Distance 
Phone Richie. D329 664042 
7 Day Service 




SOUVENIR COVERS 

Regular stock list (80+ pages) of souvenir 
covers covering the Royal Navy. RAF, 
Army. Concorde. First Ffights. Railway. 
Football 

First day covers etc with autographs 

WINGFIELDS 

P.O. Bo* 1, Thetford, Norfolk 
Telephone (0284) 810940 
P.T.S- Member 



AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

* Mechanical ★ Bodywork 

★ Electrical ★ Servicing 

for all types of cars 

Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 

MOT’s arranged 

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


TANKARDS 

Large selection of Tankards, Hip 
Flasks, Trays and Salvers 
engraved with your ship's badge. 

Quality Guaranteed 

CORIVO PRODUCTS 

190A ROCKINGHAM ST 
SHEFFIELD SI 4ED 

Telephone 754168 


| INTENSIVE 
DRIVING 
bv COURSES 

* 5 and 10 day * * Residential -6 

* Combined Course^Comish Holiday * 

* Credit Cards Accepted a 

* Instructor Training Parts 1 . 2 and 3 * 

TRAVEL CREST MOTORING 
SCHOOL 

Trev anger, West Tolgus, Redruth, 
Cornwall TR15 3TN (0209) 213133 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 

9 PARK STREET 
LONDON SE1 SAB 

Tel: 071-403 3983 

Medals — full size and 
miniature, mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques. 



GENUINE MILITARY QUALITY USNAND 
RN CAPS FOR COLLECTORS - made IN USA 

Over 40 U5N ships available and over €0 RN and RFA ships in stock 
at only £9.95 ea + £1.75 p&p. WWII one-offs, your old ships name 
or personalised for only £14.95 ea * £1.75 p&p. 
Full catalogue + list ptione. fax or write (24p stamp appreciated) to: 

John Ward. P.0. Box 333 . Cheltenham, GL50 2X U. 
RAF. RAF4, RNA an-d Merchant enquires welcome 


Fac & Tel.: 0242 263464. 

Probably the Finest Embroidery e nd Cap s in t he World! 


1 S^nLis'l Cr; The Pjr 


. ChciitfNfram 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 
GLOSSOP 
TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards, 
Trophies, Goblets and Hip flasks 
Tankards Engraved with 
Badge/Crest from £5.50 4 VAT 
SEND FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 

TEL: (0742) 589584 
FAX: (0742) 583431 


GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 



QUALITY SHEFFIELD 
PEWTERWARE 

Engraved Regimental 
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc. 

j FREE brochure available 
25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield, SI 3JA. Tel: 0742 725676 Ji 


BEAUTIFUL sexy gtrl, curvy 19- 
years-old, long hair, leggy and green/ 
blue eyes. Fun-loving and friendly. 
Seeks loving steady relationship with 
a good-looking sexy sailor {or RM) to 
love, 21 to 30. Write/meet, Navy 
News Box No. 1169. 


PENPALS/FRIENDSHIPS/La sling 
relationships, Quarterly publication 
contains photos, complete details, full 
contact addresses of 250 attractive 
foreign and UK ladies. Send for col¬ 
our photographic brochure: Trans- 
glohal, Depl NN, PO Box 50, Strat¬ 
ford, Warwickshire, 


EARN a second income answering 
market research questions, Send a 
SAE to Databank International, Cri- 
mond, 70 Ncthcrley Rd., Copul], 
Chorley PR7 5FA, for your first 
questionnaire. 

HAND EMBROIDERED quality 
wire and silk thread badges for clubs 
and associations. Send design for 
sample and quote. Shah Crest Insig¬ 
nia, Post Box 160, Gujrat 50700-Pa- 
kistan. (Agents wanted). 


FOR SALE 

1979 MGB ROADSTER 

Carmine red, works recon. engine. 
34,000 miles. New: Hood, lonneaus, 
carpeting and seal covers. Beautiful 
example. Must be seen and driven. 

For history ring 0705 826090 

Price £4,495 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own a superb individually hand-built 
waterline model of your ship, 
whether long gone or currently 
serving in the fleet. Mounted as at 
sea with wooden framed glass 
cover. Any HM vessel or RFA in 
various sizes. 

Supplier to museums, galleries, 
shipping companies. 

Contact by letter or phone 
Ron Hughes, F,S,A,L, 

Model Shipwright, Feld more, 
Bacton, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk IP14 4LF 
0449 781741 


IF IT’S ROVER 
IT’S 
SCE 


B CALL THE HOTLINE 1 


0367 241225 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6" x 7" 

£20.60 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given lor 10, 25, 50 and TOO 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD. 

Oxford House, 8 St John's Road 
St John's, Woking, Surrey 
Telephone 0483 771586 Fax 0483 758627 



f THE BARBERS SHOP A 

AT 

G1EVES AND HAWKES 

22, THE HARD, PORTSMOUTH 

Gentlemen r 
for a good haircut 

call in or by appointment 
0705 821351 ext 206 J 


SHIPS BADGES 

Handcrafted in superb detail 
Beautifully presented on a 
Shield 5x3 3 /4ins or Framed 
5'/2x5in$ at ONLY £10.95 per 
badge 

Send for free brochure 

K & T CRAFTS 
Salthouse Mills 
Ba rro w-i n -Furness 
Cumbria LAI 3 0DH 
(0229) 830456 


LOST Your 
Medals? 
We can 
replace them 

NOW 

Full Size & Miniatures, 
Mounting Service & Ribbons, 
S.A.E. for Replacement List 

Toad HaHp Newton Ferrers, 
Plymouth, Devon, England, 

PL81DH _ 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals suppJ^d 
and mounlecf few wear m display. Send 
lor lull tist q 1 miniature medals, emblems, 
clasps, etc 

25 Go+den Cross Lane, Catshill 
Bromsgrove, Wore?. BGl OLG 
Telephone (0527) 35375 

Aecess/Visa welcome 



FLEET BADGES 

in full colour, heat staled and framed 

4, Church View, Oborne, 

Nr. Sherborne, Dorset DT9 4NA 
0935 812149 

Collectors size 5" x 5'b" .£7.50 

Presentation size approx 8" ss.7",£ 12,50 
Ind UK postage 

all royal naval 

ASSOCIATED BA DOES 

Personoi atffert »rh«wf. Ouwij Copyright & 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 

Handmade to order 



6" *7// 


Crown 

Copyright 


£ i 6 50* inc UK postage 
* add £1.20 for optional motts/titte scroli 
Up to 30% discount with quantity orders 
C & A Be barret l 
1S7 Victoria Avenue. Hull HUS 3EF 
Tel:- (0482)213398 
Please send SAE for brochure 


'GREENBURGFP5 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£19.45 + £1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
TIES, CLUB, REGIMENTAL Ofl YOUR OWN DESIGN 
BADGES, WIRE OR SILK ANY DESIGN AND QUANTITY 

CAP TALLIES, any design 

Send SAE for price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (0273) 416138 





10 YOUR OWN DESIGN 

* T-SHIRTS 

- SWEATSHIRTS 
■ POLOSHIRTS 

* RUGBY SHIRTS 

* SWEATERS 

* BASEBALL CAPS 

for hn cai'a jy 5r0 e. h j re 

one price frit please f&fltorN 


TEES TOTAL 


hWH SHIFT, WOOTKMt IAJMTT, I 


iL{omj 
FAX: (0793) B 49890 



NAUTICAL KNOT BOARDS 

Made in bleached cotton rope on a 
navy background, prolecled by glass 
and mounted in an anlrqued frame 

Send SAE for brochure: 

Brian Jarrett, 'Villa Rosa 5 , 
Oakfield Lane, Wilmington, 
Dartford, Kent DAI 2TE 
Tel: 0322 227725 


LINGERIE CATALOGUE^ 


✓ 


Scq Stretch Ua. SvspnxH, 
Basques Bn A Brief Sett. 



FrwA Dflipti ■ Orifl fttcB 

SEND FOR YOUft 
, FREE COLOUft CATALOGUE 

EVE EMANUEUE OtfH NY1 
STONEV STREET. 
NOTTINGHAM NGl ILL 

ESfflSAUSON 

0602 473736 
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Guarding the Regatta 


mt 




=. 


HMS Battleaxe renewed her close ties with the port of Dartmouth during the August 
Bank Holiday by carrying out the duties of Guardship for the 149th Royal Dartmouth 
Regatta, 


At buoys in the middle of the River Dart, 
she made a sparkling centrepiece for the 
Regatta celebrations. 

During her stay she entertained more 
than 1,800 guests whilst open to visitors 
and a series of tours took place on board 
for various associations from the local 
community. 

The ship's company, meanwhile, took ad¬ 
vantage of a wide range of river-based and 


sporting activities as well as enjoying the 
whole Regatta occasion. Highlights of the 
annual event included two excellent fire¬ 
works displays and a superb aerial show 
put on by the Red Arrows, Teams from the 
Type 22 frigate won the Tug of War Plate 
competition and came second in the NATO 
Navies Whaler Race. 

The Battleaxe is now carrying out 
PWO(N) training. She will enter refit this 
month. 


A ROLLS-ROYCE AMONG 
PRIZES FOR MICHAEL! 


AWARDED for excellence on the Nuclear Propulsion 
Charge Course in HMS Sultan, the Rolls-Royce and Asso¬ 
ciates Prize has this year gone to CPO Michael Holman, who 
achieved top marks. 


He received his certificate 
and prize money — but not, 
alas, a Rolls Roycc — from Mr 
Tony Fletcher, manager of the 
RR&A Nuclear Division. Mi¬ 
chael has now left HMS Sultan 
and joined the lOlh Submarine 
Squadron, 

The Nuclear Training Group 
has enjoyed a long and amica¬ 
ble relationship with RR&A. 
The company, responsible for 
the detailed design of subma¬ 
rine reactor ptam. hosts regular 
Sultan course visits, and assists 
with the moderation of exam 
papers, as well as sponsoring 
this award. 


The aim of the 17-week 
course is to prepare senior rat¬ 
ings to qualify as Nuclear Chief 
of the Watch (Category A2 
Watchkeeper) on their next 
submarine. It has a taxing aca¬ 
demic content, including reac¬ 
tor physics, failure studies and 
radiological protection, as well 
as practical training in the ma¬ 
noeuvring room simulator 
appropriate to the student's 
next class of boat. 

Upon successful completion 
of the Category A2 Flotilla 
Board, the rating will be fully 
professionally qualified for the 
CCMEA rate. 


Options 


E/im SPORTS 
CLUB OPENS 

THIRTY years on from the death of Lord Nuffield, the trust 
that bears his name is continuing to improve the lives of 
servicemen and women through grants providing everything 
from a £250,000 sports dub at RNAS Yeovilton to TV sets 
for patients in military hospitals. 


The Nuffield Trust for the 
Forces of the Crown was found¬ 
ed by Viscount Nuffield in 
1939. He wrote to the then Sec¬ 
retary of State for War, l \ .. I 
am anxious to make some per¬ 
sonal contribution towards the 
comfort and well-being of those 
who are giving up, however 
temporarily ... their home sur¬ 
roundings in the service of our 
country. 

"For this purpose I intend to 
place in the hands of Trustees 
one million shares in Morris 
Motors, of a present value of 
approximately £L5m, yielding 
today an income of some 
£105,000 per annum, to be de¬ 
voted towards improving the 
facilities for ... the Forces, at 
the discretion of the Trustees." 

More than half a century on, 
that generosity is being fell as 
widely as ever, although the na¬ 
ture of the benevolence has 
changed to fit in with the times. 

“A radio in every trench” 
and Nuffield Clubs served their 
purpose in their time. Nowa¬ 
days there's an Annual Super 
Grant project, while the major¬ 


ity of grants range from 
£15,000 down. 

Minor grants, distributed 
throughout the world, wherever 
HM Forces are stationed, pur¬ 
chase items that make homes 
from home that bit more 
cheery. Mountain bikes, stop¬ 
watches, stage lighting, word 
processors, motor mowers, 
Christmas telephone cards . ., 
you name it, it's probably been 
provided. 

Both the capital and income 
derived from Lord Nufficld's 
original gift have grown most 
satisfactorily. Today the Trust's 
portfolio of investments is 
worth more than £16m: income 
has allowed more than £ 18m to 
be spent on the Services. 

And £2m of that has been de¬ 
voted to super grant projects, 
including the recently com¬ 
pleted Nuffield Sports Club at 
Yeovilton, opened by Admiral 
Sir Brian Brown, the Navy's 
Governing Trustee. 

The facility, once a changing 
room, has been extended and 
upgraded to provide a bar and 
lounge, a skittle alley, a kitchen 
etc and will host a variety of 
sporting and social events. 


Joining Forces to win 

FORGET the rugby, the hottest match taking place at Twickenham this year was a 
catering competition contested by some 30 establishments while the Navy and Army 
slugged it out on the field. 


For the first time the cooks and stewards 
from HMS Dolphin teamed up with personnel 
from 47 Regiment Royal Artillery and their de¬ 
licious and beautifully presented joint catering 
efforts were enjoyed by members of the Dol¬ 
phin Wardroom and the Officers’ Mess at 
Thomey Island. 

The winning combination saw off all opposi¬ 
tion in the event, which is sponsored by AF- 
FAS, a branch of the Willis Corroon Insurance 


Group, who also provide the trophy. This was 
presented to the team by Capt. Paul 
Bra ns combe. 

Pictured toasting their own success are 
RCO steward Shane Field (a civilian working 
at Dolphin), LCK Eddie Fisher, WrenStd Tra¬ 
cey Clark, POCK Ian Chick and Sgt Isaac New¬ 
ton. Also on the team, but not in the picture 
were CROCK Lee Cullen and LStd Sticky 
Stamps. 


C\\ma "Fleet Country C \ub 


“If you’ve not been to China Fleet 
Country Club in Saltash Cornwall, you 
don’t know what you’re missing!” 

■ Superb location near anywhere in the west country. 

Plymouth, set in acres of B cllotajs 0 f p , ttces l0 eat ^ 

beautiful countryside , , , 

adjoining the River Tamar. 

■ Outstanding sports and ■ ^ for tho children t0 da 

leisure facilities unmatched ■ Excellent value accommodation. 


Why not treat yourself to a Mid-Week Break 


At only £24 per person per night it’s brilliant value! This 
includes Dinner, Bed and a Continental Breakfast, plus 
unlimited Swimming, Sauna, Jacuzzi and use of BODZ, 
the fantastic new Fitness Suite! Four people 
staying in an apartment for 
the price of three 
(available mid-week 
Sunday - Thursday, 

October - March). 


Bit don’t take oir word for it - come and 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! 


CHINA FLEET COUNTRY CLUB - Why Settle For Less! 

<Skrnct Fleet Country 
Saltash, Cornwall PL 12 6LJ. Telephone: (0752) 848668 
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' Angell promoted 

to ‘ Sea Lord ’! 


SHIPMATE Granville Angell, a member of Can¬ 
nock branch, is not “to the Manor bom" but he 
does hold a title, as old as the Domesday Book — 
46th Lord of the Manor of Cannock. He has his 
own coat of arms, standard and badge and, in 
keeping with his status, owns a range of vintage 
cars, including a 1925 Bolls Royce, 

Having served in the Navy from 1950 to 1973, 
neither his title or status is likely to go to his head 
— he retired as a Chief Air Fitter AEO’s writer on 
the staff of FONAC, the first non-commissioned 
Officer to gain a University of London degree, 
entirely by correspondence courses. 

How Shipmate Angell rose, as it were, from the 
lower to the upper deck, is due to his keen inter¬ 
est in genealogy. While pursuing this interest as 
a college lecturer, he discovered his ancestors 
had strong links with the Beaudesert estate on 
Cannock Chase. Further research revealed they 
were the rightful holders of the Lordship title. 


As their surviving descendant the title was 
transferred six years ago to Shipmate Granville 
who then became Lord Granville. More recently, 
he received, on behalf of the Queen, the Grant of 
Arms entitling him to his own coat of arms, 
badge, and standard. His family crest he de¬ 
signed in consultation with the National College 
of Arms and it includes an Admiralty anchor, 
symbolising his years of naval service. 

While the tide has no land, it carries historic 
value and ancient offices such as Chief Warden- 
ship of the Chase and Mastership of the Game 
with the right to appoint a number of ancient 
offices such as Constable and Steward of the 
Manor and Ale Taster, an office any sailor would 
be proud to hold! 

While Lord Granville is proud of his lineage, he 
is also proud to be a member of Cannock branch 
which he regrets is very much distanced from the 
sea and does not hit headlines as often as the 
more coastal branches. 



Frome retains strong 
links with Thetis 

AN illustrated history of the ill-fated T-class submarine, HMS Thunderbolt, alias, 

HMS Thetis, has been compiled by members of Frome for a local exhibition. Frome 
raised in excess of £176,000 during Warship Week and the Thunderbolt was 
adopted by the town. 



Shipmate Geoff Miskelly, right, secretary of York branch, is seen 
here discussing with Shipmate Mick Farrington, the finer details 
of Mick's craftsmanship on a model of the 18th century HMS 
York, encased in a Pusser's Rum bottle, presented to Geoff on 
his 65th birthday. The fine detail is in fact the signal “Splice the 
Mainbrace" — an order duly celebrated with fellow shipmates! 


As many will recall, the The¬ 
tis was lost three months after 
she commissioned while on 
diving trials in Liverpool Bay 
and only four of her 103 crew 
survived. On being raised from 
the sea and completely refitted 
the submarine was renamed 
Thunderbolt and she then oper¬ 
ated in the North Atlantic and 
the Mediterranean until she 
was sunk, off Sicily, March, 
1943, where she still rests. 
There were no survivors. 


BRANCH 

NEWS 


On the day the last signal was 
received from her captain, 
Frome councils were presented 
with two Thunderbolt plaques 
and Frome branch has been the 
proud custodian of one of these 
tbr many years. The second 
plaque, assumed lost, turned up 
recently when the Council 
moved offices and Frome hope 
to refurbish the plaque. 

□ □ □ 

Over 250 shipmates attended 
a conference and standard- 
bearers competition organised 
by North Manchester won by 
Shipmate Gallagher of Birken¬ 
head. Shipmate Poynton of Ir- 
Lam and Cadlshead was runner- 
up and the trophy for best 
novice went to Shipmate Porter 
of Macclesfield. 

□ □ n 

A thanksgiving celebration 
by Bishop's Stortford marked 
the 50th anniversary of the Bat¬ 
tle of the Atlantic, the adoption 
by the town of HMS Clover 
and the 45th birthday of the 
branch. Shipmates paraded 


through the town to music by 
the band of TS Quail and the 
salute at the riiarch past was 
taken by Rear Admiral Michael 
Kyrle Pope accompanied by 
the wartime commander of the 
Clover, Capl. Tom Fanshawe. 

□ □ D 

There was a warm welcome 
for 16 members of the Marine- 
kameradschafb when the Ger¬ 
man “oppos T1 spent a weekend 
this side of the Channel as 
quests of Hartford, They en¬ 
joyed a coach trip to the Dover 
Experience, stopping off for 
lunch at Folkestone and ending 
the day's outing as guests of 
Deal and Walmer where they 
were royally entertained. 

□ □ □ 


An invitation from No 12 
Area to all shipmates to attend 
a seafarers' thanksgiving ser¬ 
vice in St. Philip and St. James 
Church, Holywell, Belfast, on 
October 3. Those planning to 
attend telephone 0232 425281 
ext, 45482. 

□ □ □ 

As a mark of appreciation for 
33 years loyal service to St. 
Austell branch Shipmate Lcn 
Barfield, former secretary and 
treasurer and now branch presi¬ 
dent was presented with an en¬ 
graved crystal tankard. 

□ □ □ 

During the visit of HMS 
York to Hull, the ship's com¬ 
pany look part in a service in 
the Minster attended by 
members of York. Plans are 
afoot to hold a get-together and 
a social evening with all York¬ 
shires branches to be hosted by 
York at their new headquar¬ 
ters, the Clarence Club. Branch 
secretaries arc asked to rustle 
up support for this event. Fol¬ 
lowing the Battle of the Atlan¬ 
tic 50th commemorative cere¬ 
monies 74 veterans of the RCN 
and RCN WRNS were enter¬ 
tained by York at a gala social 
evening. 


□ □ □ 

Despite dismal weather there 
was a good turn out for the lay¬ 
ing-up of the Crosby standard 
and the dedication of the new. 
Canon Ken Peters RNR, 
branch president conducted the 
service assisted by the Rev. J. 
Williams, Thirty standards, in¬ 
cluding the area standard, were 
paraded as shipmates proudly 
marched through the streets to 
music by the Liverpool Scottish 
TA pipe and drums band. The 
salute was taken by the deputy 
Mayor of Sefton who was ac¬ 
companied by Mr, M. Thorn¬ 
ton, the local MP. 

□ □ □ 

The Pewsey branch has reluc¬ 
tantly been forced to dose due 
to reduced membership and in¬ 
ability, in an area surrounded 
by Army and Royal Air Force 


Units, to recruit those with salt 
in the veins. 

D □ □ 

Having arranged to take a 
holiday in Malta Shipmate 
Malcolm Howard of ttedcar 
was pleasantly surprised when 
he received a letter to say he 
had been awarded the Malta 
medal, which was presented to 
him at a private investiture 
during his holiday on the 
island. 

□ □ □ 

Members of the Torrevieja 
branch gave a farewell party for 
Shipmate John Dove on retir¬ 
ing as British Consul in Alican¬ 
te, Spain, A loyal supporter of 
this newly-formed branch, he 
and wife, Madeleine will be 
sadly missed. 

□ □ n 

There was double joy at Dur¬ 
ham when chairman Dennis 
Pearson and his wife Betty and 
secretary Audrey Lawson and 
her husband David celebrated 
their Ruby weddings on Sep¬ 
tember 19. Congratulations go 
to both couples. 


Looking 
to the 
future 

FROM Greenford comes a re¬ 
minder to serving members of 
the Navy of the urgent need to 
invest in the future by joining 
the association now. 

By the year 2000 it is antici¬ 
pated that 80 per cent of the 
present membership will 
either have crossed the bar or 
be too old to participate and 
keep the ship afloat. 

If the association is to sur¬ 
vive and carry on supporting 
naval charities and providing 
a unique social life for its 
members, new blood is 
needed. 

If the present generation 
want to secure their future 
they should write to RNA 
Headquarters, 82 Chelsea 
Manor Street, London SW3 for 
details of membership, or 
alternatively, contact the RNA 
branch in their area or home 
town. 


Reunion date 

THE association's biennial reunion, Nov. 5-8, at Southcoast 
World, Bognor Regis, offers a great programme of entertain¬ 
ment to beat the November blues. 

There will be a gala concert by the Band of the Royal 
Marines, a Royal Navy Quiz, a Sod's Opera, at least three 
socials and a midnight remembrance ceremony. 

There will also be a parade of standards and a church 
service on Sunday morning, and, with over 1,000 shipmates 
already booked in, it will be a week-end to remember. 


HMS NURT0N 

decommissioning dinner. 

Naval S Military Club, London 

Marking the end of an era o( RN woocten 
ships 

1900 on 10 December 1993 
Open ic e* NURTON (MONTROSE 
’57- 60} and. all former Ton Officers 

Contact: Mess Dinner 
HMS Nurton, BFPO 347 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New ., 'THE HAZARDS OF RUSSIAN CONVOYS' . . part 7 

First ever video devoted entirely to I he Russian Run 1 Containing almost all 
the official film taken, plus rare Russian & German footage, this episode viv¬ 
idly brings 1o life Ihe drama of Ihose convoys. Snow, ice, severe Arctic gales, 
U-boat, warship & heavy air attacks Complemented with Ihe wry humour of ships 
crews in the face of adversity, the large number of warships seen are far too 
numerous to listl UK price £21 90 (inc p&p) Elsewhere add £3 05 This is Ihe ONLY 
video series devoted to OUR Sea War & for details of 6 previous releases 5AE 


N.V.T.C , BECK HOUSE, ESCRiCK, N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 728239 


YOUR DESIGN 

EMBROIDERED or 
SCREEN PRINTED 

ON A 

SUPERB RANGE 
OF QUALITY 
GARMENTS 
Contact 

Donna Massingham 

Free catalogue 
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Points 

f i 

Appointments 

r i 

Swop Drafts 


THE following list shows the total points of 
the men end women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at October 1. 1993. 

Intermediates (Infl indicates that person- 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
basic dale order Oates shown against 
Int," rosters are the basic dates of the top 
eligible personnel 

The number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number or men who were ad¬ 
vanced during September, 


CCMEAML — Int, {25.11.91). Nil: 
CCMEAEL — Int. (15-7.93). Nil. 
CCMEAMLSM — Int, (1 4,93), Nil 
CCMEAELSM — int. (4 6 92). 1; 

CCWEAADC — int, (28.7.92). Nil; 
CCWEAWDO — Int, (28 7 92), 1; 

CCWEAADCSM — Int. (20 7 93). Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM - Int, (13.11.92) Mil; 
CCAEAM - Ini. # (1.5 92), 1; CCAEAR - 
Int. 1; CCAEAWL — Int, (1.9.90), Nil 
PO(EW)(OV(fTSMW) - int. (7 691). 1; 
LS(EW)/LRO(W) -- Int, (14 7 92), Nil; PO(H) 

— Int, (14 7,92) 1; LS(M) — Int- (14.1 92), 6; 
PO(R) — 280, 2; LS<R) ~ 145, (5 11,90), Nil; 
PO<Sj — Int, (10.11.92). 5; LS(S) — Int. 
(7.6.91). 8; PG(D| — 261, Nil; LS<dS - 439, 
1; PO(MWXO) — Int, (14 7.92), Nil: LS(MW) 

— Int, (27 9.91). 2; PO(SRl - 410, Nil; 
LS(SR) — 253, Nil, PO($EA) — 276, 2; CY 

— 324, Nil; LRQfT) — 297. Nil: RS — 306, 
Nil; LRO(G) — 232. Nil: PORT — 351, Nif; 
RPO — 290, Nil 

POMEMfU(GS) — Int, (15,5.92), 2; 
LMEM(L)(G$) - Int, (9.7.92), 2; PO- 
MEM(MHGS) — 535. 4; LMEM(M)(GS) — 
302. Nil; POWEM(O)fGS) — 209, Nil; 
LWEM(0)(GS) — Int (30.7 91) 3; 
POWEM(RHGS) — Int, (7 7 92). Nil; 
LWEM(RkGS) — Int. (2 12.92). Nil; PdCA - 
159, Nil; POCK(GS) — 452. 3; LCK(GS) — 
106, 8; POSTD(GS) — 665, 1; LSTD(GS) - 
Int, (20.6 91), 1; POSA(GS) — 603, Nil; 
tSA(GS) — 127, Nil; POWTR(GS) — Int, 
(17.7 91), 1; LWTR(GS) — Ini, (30 4 92), 3; 
POMA — 82, 2, LMA — Dry. 2. 


(25 3 92) 3‘ 

RS(SM) — 253/ 1: LftO(SM) - Int. (4 6-91). 
Nil: POMEM{L}(SM) — 464. Nil: 

LMEM(LHSM) - 95. Nil; POMEM(M)(SM) 
796, Nil; LMEM(M}{SM) — 794. Nil: 


PO(WSM) — 381,1, UOM(WSM) — 206, Nil; 
PQWEM(R)(SM| — ? Int, (3,11,92), t; 
LWEM(RKSM) — 217, Nil; PO(UWWSM) — 
Dry, Nil; POSA(SM) — 168. Nil; LSA(SM) — 
Int. (18 6.92). Nil; POWTR(SM) — 102. Nil; 
LWTfl(SM) - Int, (3.3.92), Nil; POCK(SM) 

— Int, Nil: LCKfSMJ — 827. Nil; POSTD(SM) 

— 396. 1; LSTD(SM) - 730, Nil 
POA(AH) — 860, Nil; LA(AH) — 742. Nil; 

POA(METOC) - Int, (12.3.93). Nil: LA(M£- 
TOC) — Int, (12.6 92), Nil; FOA{PHOT> — 
308, Nil; POA(SE) - 438, Nil; LA(SE) - 
231, Nil; POACMN — 445. 1; POAEMfM) — 
353, Nil; LAEM(M) — 383, Nil; POAEMflR) — 
110, Nil; LAEM(R) — 425, Nil; POAEMfWL) 

— 515, Nif; LAEM(WU — ^ 4: POAC — 
Dry. Nil. 

POWRENfR) — 247. Nil; LWREN(R) — 
147, Nil; POWREN(RS) — 307, Nil; 
LWREN{RO) — 244. Nil; POWRENfFn — 
227. Nit; RPO WREN - 153. Nil; POW- 
RENCK — Int, (17.10 91). Nil; LWfi ENCK 
im t (IS 2 93). Nit; POWREHSTD — 78B, Mil; 
LWRENSTO — Int, (20.6 91). Nil; POW- 
RENSA — 445, Nit; L WRENS A - Int, 
(20 6.91), 2; POWRENWTR — 224, 1; 
LWHENWTR - int, (7.2.92). 3: POW- 
REMWTR(G) - 233. 1; LWRENWTR(G) — 
Int, Nil: POWHENMETOC — Int. Nil; 
LWRENMETOC — tnt, (11 6.93), Nil; POW 
RENPHOT — Int, (1 10.91), Nil 
POWRENAEUHM) - 367, Nil; LWREN- 
AEM(M) - 273, Nil: PQWRENAEM(R) — 
Int, (7.11.91), Nil; LWRENAEM(fl) — 339, 
Nil; PO WRENAEMfWL) — 418, Nil; LWREN- 
AEM(WL) - 396, Nil; POWHENETS - 357. 
Nil: LWRENETS — 143, Nil; LWRENTEL - 
473, 1: POWRENWA — 131, Nil; 
LWRENWA — 169, Nil; POWREN DHYG — 
193, Nil; POWRENDSA — Int, (9,7,91), Nil; 
LWRENDSA — 112, 1; P0EWG} — Int. 
(10 9.91), 1; LEN(G) — Int, Nil: PONN - Int, 
(14 1.92), Nil; POMA(Q) — 101, Nil; LMA(O) 

— Int, (10 9 91). 1. 

The Basic Dates quoted for the Female 
ratings in the following categories, which 
have no examination for the next higher 
rate, are applied in accordance with 
BR1066 Chapter 22: 

POWREN 6a - Jnt, 1; POWREN MT — 
411. Nil; POWREN TEL — 1260, Nil 
in accordance with DCl(RN) 37/93 all 
qualified female seagoers now appear on 
the RN rosters only ft should be noted that 
the number ot 013s issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the fe¬ 
male Shore Roster 


Promotions to Chief 


OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMAN GROUP) 

TO CPO(GPSHS) — A. E Gieave (Marl¬ 
borough). R. E. Burley (Dryad), I. L, Mercer 
(Sheffield). 

To CPOtOPSHMW) — D M, Simmonds 
(5MOPS Nelson) 

To CCCT(L) — R D Salmon (Dryad). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CPQCK — R M Chapman 
(Nottingham). 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion 
in September for the following ratings to be 
advanced to acting charge chief artificer; 

To ACCWEA — B. Hiir (CWTA PTSTH). 

To ACCMEA — S. J. Picton (Resolution). 

To ACCAEA — G. P. Keenan (Osprey), K 
S. Sargent (Daedalus) 


CHIEF PETTY OFFICER AHTlFIQEft 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 


following promotions to chief petty officer In 
August: 

To CPOCT(A) — M R. C. Milton 
(London) 

Tq ACPOCTfA) - C, M Grogan (GCHG 
Chelfenham). 

To CPOMEA — A. Heaton (FOST FMG), 
E. J. Newman (Portsmouth FMRO). S- H. 
Roberts (London) 

To AC POME A — M P. Lmney (Defiance 
FMB), P. G Macken (Superb), S. G Rooks 
(Arrow) 

To CPOAEA(WL) — M. V Ardagh (815 Fit 
233). I. B. Stephenson (Prestwick). 

To CPOA£A(M> — P A Chapman (Sea- 
hawk), B. K. Whitehead {Daedalus AES), P, 
D Whitelaw (810 Sqn Sea hawk). 

To CPOAEA(R) — C W. Simm (619 Sqn. 
D. Flight). 

To CROWE A — G. J. Busby (Fit Eng 
Portsmouth), M. Knapman (MUD DGUW 
Portland). T, Saunders (Defiance FMB), G 
N. Sawford (Manchester). 

To ACPOWEA — K. V- Lytffe (SOU 
Leyden) 

tq CPOMT — S, A MassocchJ (CTCRM 
Lympstone). 


AB(TS) MARK STEVEN SLEIGH 
HMS SOVEREIGN 

Malcolm, Margaret, Gary and family would like to thank the whole of the 
Royal Navy for their kindness and support during this tragic time. Special 
thanks to Reverend R, L. Pyne, HMS Nelson and to all the lads on HMS 
Sovereign 
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PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS J 

Expertly ENGRAVED with name, rank & Number or a message to a 
irlfriend, etc. !n presentation box with matching 5Gin. neck-chain, 
istoricaf notes, and a guide to piping 

22 cL Gold-Plated Call £22.50 Silver-Plated Call £21 

Polished Brass & Copper Call £14.95 Nickel-Plated Cali £14.95 

Engraving £MQ per line of up lo EM Inters, and spaces (capitals and numbers muni iS 2). 
Maximum 4 line? (2 each side) We aim al rdum-of-posl service. We also manufacture 
unengraved Regulation "naval issue" Calls at tMi and s Lb inland chains al £3.99. Posu^ 

11 JO Special discounts for R.N. Assoctalions. Cadet Units. Sea-Scoul Troops and Hubs on 
application. Credit cards accepted 

jr-jm # <7 aim HN - F«rry World, Fmy LftFM 
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NEWSAGENTS 

BARRAS STREET, LISKEARD, CORNWALL PL14 SAD 
Tel: (0579) 342562 Fax (0579) 345501 

High Class Newsagents , Tobacconists, Greeting Cards S> Confectionery Specialists 


1 1 


Crockers Newsagents are one of the premier newsagents in Great 
Britain, we are able to offer you a unique magazine subscription 
delivery service on any magazine that you shall choose on ship or 
overseas, and we will send you a monthly account 

If you choose to lake up on this offer all we need to know is your name, 
address and which magazines you should require Our fax service is avertable 
24 hours a day 7 days a week on 0579 345501 all applications are deal! with 
promptly 

REMEMBER TO HAVE YOUR FAVOURITE MAGAZINE, WILL ONLY COST 
THE POSTAL RATE EXTRA TO THE COVER PRICE OUR SERVICE IS FREE 


CORE, N, R, Essen high to be promoted Rear-Admiral and to be 
Hydrographer of the Navy and Chief Executive, Hydrographic Office 
Defence Agency in succession to Rear-Admiral J, A. L. My res r 17 
Feb, 1994, 


Other appointments include; 

CNO L B. Gauld, RN Haslar as Matron, 
Dec 6 

CNO P, H* Humbling, BNH Plymouth as 
Matron, Dec. 13. 

Capt. J, H. A. J. Armstrong, MOD 

DGNMT (Centurion) as DNMP/DPCP, Oct. 


CafrL ft, G. Haatilow, Invincible in com¬ 
mand, Dec. 20 

Maj. r. Ballaniyne, FlMR Scotland 
(DRORM) in command, Jan. 28. 1994, 

Capt L. C. Hopkins, York as Capt D/CO, 
Dec 21 and Liverpool in command on 
transfer to Capt D. 

Lieut.-Cdr. ft. G, Stewart, Berkeley in 
command, Fab 22. 1994. 


Deaths 


r 


K. S. Crawford, POWWTR HMS Raleigti, 
August 28 

S. E, P, Wakarly, Mra HMS Warrior, 
September 7. 

G. Oodsworth Ex ERAICPO Submariner, 
Doiphm and Devonport HMS Dainty. HMS 
Salisbury. Aged 67- 

J. Fielder, Ex mouth Division 1942-46, 
O A . Commissioned in Royal Navy, retired 
as Captain(E) S, A, Navy 1986. 

H. C. Robjohns, Lieut RHZNVR Member 
of SOCA New Zealand, served throughout 
Second World War in submarines including 
HMS Unruly, Severn, Sybil and Una. 

W. H, Vincent, PO Writer Among others 
he served in HMS Caradock, Attack and 
Warren Aged 73 

A. Scott, ex-PO, Served 28 years Aged 
73. 

B. Ostler, ex-Stoker HMS Cavalier 1961- 
83. Aged 50 

G, Stamp, ex-Stoker HMS Cavalier 1961- 
63. Aged 53. 

B, O'Fanrell, ex-PTl. Retired in 1904 
Served in HM Ships Bermuda, Belfast (her 
last commission at $ea) Berwick, Jaguar, 
Brighton Achiever of the ‘ Armstrong 
Shield' 1 in 1966, Many years on PT staff at 
HMS Excellent. Aiso served Chatham Naval 
Base and HMS Collingwood Aged 48 yrs. 

J. W. Cook, Waddmgton nr Clilheroe 
Served in MTBs 447 and 480. 

V. D. Ralph, LMEM (Stoker) served in RN 
1948-1956 Ships include HMS Royal Ar¬ 
thur. Raleigh and Pelican. 

J. M. Beddows, served in HM ships 
Bramble, Protector, Corunna, Keppel. 
Blake and Hampshire 

H. Chiltock, ex-Boilerman Served in 
HMS Glasgow. Aged 73. 

J. Suckling, served in HM ships Kingston 
and Manchester. 

The deaths are aiso reported of the fol¬ 
lowing members of the Algerines Associa¬ 
tion: 

J. W. Boutwood, (Capt ). HMS Fantome/ 
Fly and HMS Albacore; W. K. Acklan, HMS 
Lightfoot; ft. A. Pearson, HMS Algerine 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported ol the following 
shipmates: 

J, Cox, vice-chairman Braunton Aged 70. 

W, Barber, ex-COPAE in FAA, 807 Sqn. 
Wafford and District. Served 22 years Aged 
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R. Farwell, ex-AB, High Wycombe 
Served in HM ships Indomitable, Formida¬ 
ble and Resource. 

J. Scoff, ex-PO, Scarborough. Served 25 
years as submariner. Aged 75. 

L. Casffe, Southampton. 


T, Ralphs, Widnes. Served in HM ships 
Onslaught and Euryalus and on the Russian 
Convoys. Aged 70- 

G, Stevens, ex-LSA, Chatham. Served in 
HM ships Odessey. St Angelo. Stornaway 
and Fabius. 

S. Wilson, ex-PO, Crawley Served in 
HMS Harvester Aged 76. 

J. Peglar, ex-POERA. Served in HMS 
Boxer Aged 61. 

P. Ellison, ex-Lieut. Bishops Stortford, 
Served in HM ships Furious. Liverpool and 
Newfoundland and on Atlantic, Russian and 
Mediterranean convoys. Aged 73. 

J. Heines, president Birmingham Central, 
chairman of Nautical Club and president 
FAA Association. Served in HMS Convulvu- 
lus and as Leut.-Cdr at TS Stirling. 

L. Chapman, ex-LSig Kingston upon 
Thames Served in HMS Ftajan. Aged 73. 

J. Martin. Sidcup Aged 74 

G. Pullen, North Reddish. Aged 62. 

F. Cole, Portsmouth 

L. Hill, ex-AB Kidderminster. Aged 69 

K. Edge, ex-CpI, RM Kidderminster Aged 
68 . 

C. Wiggins, ax-AM(O) founder member 
Rockingham and District, Western 
Austraiia. 

J. Manley, Rockingham and District, 
Western Australia. 

L. J* Fletcher, ex-AB Greenford, Served 
in RNPS. Aged 69. 


READERS seeking penfriends in the Royal 
Navy are listed below Any sailor who writes 
to an applicant must use a stamped enve¬ 
lope bearing the applicants name and 
town. The letter should be enclosed in a 
second envelope addressed to Pen Pals . 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. On 
receipt the replies will be redirected — but 
only it Ihey have been stamped 
Lee (36) Nottingham Julia (25) Ports¬ 
mouth. Carol (40) Marlborough. Dawn (33) 
Sheffield. Samantha (28) South Luton. Kes 

(24) Fareham. Diane (20) Barnsley. Marina 

(25) Hull. Linda (35) Dorset Dawn (27) 
Essex. 

Dorinda (34) Kent. Jane (32) Leicester¬ 
shire Pauline (43) Blackpool. Amanda (21) 
Swansea. Andrea (24) Leeds Joyce (62) 
Dorset Lizzie (22) Surrey Justine (23) 
Bedfordshire Tracey (24) Wolverhampton 
Ruth (22) Scotland. 

Tina (29) Havant. Samantha (25) Honrton. 
Devon. Samira (19) Exeter. Karon (33) 
Middlesbrough, Cleveland. Lorraine (30) 
Stevenage. Herts Sue (30) Sutton Cold- 


AB(R) Hoirigan, 849 HQ Ops Rm , RN air 
station Culdrose. ext 7236, drafted HMS 
Dumbarton Castle in Jan. Will swop tor any 
shore base. 

CPOWEA(OC) Conway, HMS Battleaxe, 
drafted shoreside Devonport in Oct. Will 
swop for any Rosyth billet 

LSA Chapin, HMS Cumberland, drafted 
HMS Seahawk in Dec Will swop or HMS 
Heron or any Plymouth draft. 

AB(S) Atlen, HMS Dryad, ext. 4402, draft¬ 
ed HMS Battleaxe in March. Will swop tor 
any Scottish shore base 

WEM(R) Mtllvenny, 3S Mess, HMS Glou¬ 
cester. Wifi swop tor any sea-going ship. 

LALWSA Ward, HMS Mercury, ext. 4335, 
drafted RN air station Culdrose in Jan (AB s 
billet), Will swop for any Portsmouth draft. 

LRGfG) Jennings, CTF 345, drafted HM5 
Bulldog in March Will swop for any Rosyth- 
basedi ship, deploying or not. 

POMEA(ML) Lambourne, HMS Ark Roy¬ 
al, drafted FOST FMG HMS Osprey in 
CPC’s billet in Oct. Wilt swop tor any Ports¬ 
mouth shore draft 

LCK Todd, 3G Mess. HMS Cornwall. Will 
swop for any Devonport-based ship not 
deploying. 

CK Miller, 3G Mes? 1 45 Cornwall Will 
swop for any Devo , t based ship not 
deploying 

POMeM(M) Oakley, HMS Andromeda. 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext. 22888. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth shore base 

CK Davies, HMS Boxer, drafted HMS 
Seahawk in Nov Wilt swop for Drake, Ra¬ 
leigh. Yeovil or Warrior, 

CK Reynold*, HMS Boxer, drafted HMS 
Seahawk in Nov, Will swop for Warrior, 
Yeovil, Drake or Raleigh. 

LS4MW) Hatpin, DR SO Portsmouth Naval 
Base Any $wop considered 

LWWTR Bamicoat, UPO SMI!, Devon¬ 
port. ext 65799. Will swop for HMS Heron 

WEM(H)1 Kimpton, HMS Cochrane, ext. 
64204 (days), 63377 (eves ). Will consider 
any swop except Scotland. 

LS(S) Hughes, Gunwharf Boat Store. 
HMS Nelson, ext. 24627, drafted HMS Ltn- 
disfame in April. Will swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth or Plymouth-based ship, deploying 
or not. 

LCK Wilkinson, HMS Coventry, drafted 
HMS Dolphin in Nov. Will swop for any 
Plymouth or south west shore base, includ¬ 
ing RM barracks. 

ABA(M) Robert*. HMS Herald. Will con¬ 
sider any Portsmouth draff 


Pen Friends 


field. West Midlands Janet (38} SJough, 
Berkshire Angie (22) Barnsley. S. Yorks 
Tania (30) Brighton. Karen (28) Portslade, 
Sussex. 

Margarita (18) Bridgewater, Somerset. 
Lii (311 Sheffield Wendy (30) Havant Chris 
(43) Portsmouth Sharon (19) Humberside 
Joanne (23) Johnstone. Renfrewshire 
Bevertey (18) Mid-Glamorgan, S WaleS- 
Donna (16) Brinsley, Notts, Jane (24), Rom¬ 
ford. Essex Anita (19) Orpington, Kent. 

Kiraty (20) Rushden, Northants Michelle 
(24) Bournemouth, Dorset. Julie (17) Ply¬ 
mouth Sahra (19) Kew, Richmond- Jenni 
(21) Quedgeley, Glos Cheryl (27) Wood- 
gate, Birmingham Janet (26) Gosport, 
Hampshire. Maureen (32) Skelmersdale, 
Lancs Judith (23) Carlisle. Cumbria. 
Mtchelle (19) Rotherham, South Yorks. 

NkJty (24) Taunton. Somerset Anna (22) 
Ruishton, Taunton. Joyce (30) Mortey, Nr 
Leeds. Lynda (23) Hednesford, Staffs 
Nicole (17) Ormesby, Norfolk. Julie (20) 
Newcastle. Lynne (25) London. Wendy (30) 
Leighton Buzzard. Beds Carol-Anne (38) 


LAEM(R) Iredale, 707 Sqn HMS Heron, 
ext 6246, draffed HMS Daedalus AES in 
Nov Will swop for any Yeovilton or Portland 
draft. 

LS(R) Davies, (CACS) HMS Coventry. 
Will swop for any type 22. Batch 2 or 3. or 
Type 23. 

AB(MW) Grove*, DRSO, Portsmouth 
naval base exl. 22490, drafted HMS Berkely 
In March Will swop for any Portsmouth- 
based minesweeper, 

WSA Dawson, HMS Ark Royal, drafted 
RN air station in Culdrose in Dec. Will swop 
for any Portsmouth area shore bases (in¬ 
cluding non-SAjobs). 

ROI Shaw, COMMCEN Gibraltar, drafted 
HMS Fearless in Dec, Will swop for any 
frigate or destroyer. 

CMEML Watts. HMS Birmingham, 
drafted MOD DFS (CIS) Gosport. Project 
Oasis, in Oct. Will consider any Portsmouth 
shore base. Contact Ext 45149. 

POAEM(WL) Reed, RN air station Cul¬ 
drose ext. 2183, dratted RN air station Port- 
land 2nd line in Nov. Will swop for any Cul¬ 
drose 2nd line billet. 

R01(C) Sharrock, HMS Alacrity (tel. 0752 
553360). Will swop for HMS Ark Royal or 
any other Portsmouth draft, 

LRCffG) Wick*, HMS Warrior ext. 226, 
drafted HMS Illustrious in Jan. Will consider 
any swop — Falklands or Plymouth pre¬ 
ferred. 

POAEM(M) Cresawefl, RN air station Cul¬ 
drose exi. 7178, drafted to EPS Yeovilton in 
Jan Will swop for any Culdrose draft. 

LSA Spenoe, HMS Boxer. Will swop for 
any Scottish-based ships or shore base. 

WSA Morgan. HMS Neptune (BRT) ext. 
6251. Will swop for any south of England 
billet. 

L${S) McCourt, HMS Sheffield ext. 2016/ 
20312 (X-trained in active billet). Will swop 
for any Plymouth shore ba se or Devon port- 
based ship not deploying 

LWRO(U) Monkcom, HMS Neptune OPS 
ext. 6310 Will swop for any south of Eng¬ 
land draff, 

LSTD Mountford, drafted HMS Cumber¬ 
land Jan '94, will consider any ship not de¬ 
ploying. Contact HMS Rooke. Tel: 010-350- 
44103 (until 28 Oct), then 0472-277873 

AB(M) C-B. Amor. HMS Intrepid (shore- 
time) ext. 22886 Portsmouth NB, will swop 
for any Plymouth shore base, 

LWTR G. Pointer, URO, HMS Neptuoe. (ext 
3343). will consider swop for any Plymouth 
draft. 


Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, Sue (32) Taunton, 
Somerset 

Sarah (21) Gosport, Hampshire Lisa (19) 
Fareham, Hampshire Kerry (20) Hull. 
Michelle (27) Bristol Angie (38) Ta vis lock. 
Devon. Julie (26), Shoreham-by-Sea, West 
Sussex. Kirsty (20) Derbyshire Maxine (20) 
Norfolk. Paula (22) Kent Jane (20) Redcar, 
Cleveland. 

Lin (29) Swindon, Wiltshire Lorraine (34) 
Wirral, Merseyside Debbie (24) Basing¬ 
stoke, Hampshire Susan (27) Kiddermin¬ 
ster. Worcestershire. Amanda (24) Shef¬ 
field- Mary (24) Barnet, Herts. Lama (IS) 
Birmingham Rom (35) Cwmbach, Aber- 
dare Atasha (45) Dunbartonshire, Scot¬ 
land 1 . Helen (24), Liverpool 

Joanne (20) Swindon, Wiltshire. Donna 
(20) Coventry. Maureen (54) Basingstoke, 
Hampshire Sharon (28) Torquay, S. Devon 
Alison (27) Milton Keynes Paula (22) Moss- 
ley, Lancs. Alison (34) Peterborough. Ber- 
nadene (34) Dyfed, S Wales. Kim (27) Bir 
mingham Deborah (21) Christchurch. 
Dorset. 




Sailing into Plymouth 
sound for the first time, 
the Type-23 frigate HMS 
Montrose, latest of the 
Duke-class, was flying 
the Red Ensign at her 
stern. 

Later that day, how¬ 
ever, at her acceptance 
ceremony in Devonport 
Dockyard her Red Duster 
was lowered for the last 
time and the White 
Ensign raised, at the 
start of her Royal Naval 
Service. 

See story on Page 40 

Above — HMS Montrose in 
Plymouth Sound 

Left — Watched by her 
ship's company and the 
shipbuilders of Yarrow, the 
White Ensign is raised. 


WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 
1865 to dffeviale distress among 
seafarers, bolh serving and retired, and 
their widows, 

Today, ihe Society provides full 
nursing care, as well as residential and 
sheltered accommodation, al 
establishments In rural Surrey and in 
Eastbourne. Convalescent and respile 
tare is a iso available. 

For further information, including the 
availability of accommodation, please 
contact ihe General Secretary. 

Royal Alfred % 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY £,i 

We&IOR Arm, WiKtdmiiwifrrtr ijnr. Rim^rsiil 

Surrey SMtf 3HEt. Tel: 073-7 352231, Reg. Cbarrty 209776 

Wc* rc L fj»" heavily ejpciti donatioim .mrt 
fcrarie* in rfc hrrvr our i h.tnl.ibh- {tbfti r.». 
Pfcvst* help us nnw wrrh ynur gift, or 
rtwrrFfrt'r ffr** Society in yvtirr Writ 
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MLKER RAN AWAY 
WITH THE AWARD 



Picture: David Streten. Gosham. 






LIEUT.-CDR. Phil Walker won the toss for HMS Collingwood and chose lo bat first in the 
Lamb's Navy Cap Final against HMS Heron at Burnaby Road. He played in excellent fashion 
and made 70 before running himself out with the score at 102, writes Lieut.-Cdr. Jim Banks , 


His dismissal signalled a dra¬ 
matic collapse as Collingwood 
were all out for 111 — Lieut, 
Chris Slocombe taking 3 for 7, 
But Heron did not find batting 
easy either and wickets fell 
steadily until AB T r Brace 
made 20 not out to see his side 
to victory by three wickets. 

This was HMS Heron's fifth 
outright victory. (They also 
shared the trophy once,) 

Ms Mary Strachan, repre¬ 
senting James Burrough Ltd., 
presented the cup to CPO Dcs 
Cosker, the Heron skipper, and 
Rear-Admiral Roger Moylan- 
Jones presented the Man of the 
Match Award to Walker, a 
Royal Australian Navy officer 
on exchange. 

In this year's competition, 
sponsored by Lamb's Navy, the 


players each received a suitably 
engraved glass. 


• Collingwood 111 Heron 114 
for 7* Heron won by 3 wickets. 


Diary dates 

DAILY Mail Forces 1 Ski Challenge, head to head slalom 
races in Birmingham and London, take place this 
month. A £20 entry fee for each team of four will be 
donated to the British Olympic ski team. 


The races will take place 
during the evening at ski 
shows at the NEC, Birming¬ 
ham (Oct 14-17} and Olym¬ 
pia, London (Oct 23-31). Call 
Suzy or Sharon 071-622 
5549 for an entry form. 


#The Navy soccer season 
gets under way with the 
Inter-Command Champion¬ 
ships, to be held at RN air 
station Culdrose from Sun¬ 
day, October 24 to Wednes¬ 
day, October 27. 
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URGED on by the pres* 

ence of their sponsors, mm 

PAX Plus insurance, and wM 

with their hard-hitting No 

3, Royal Marine LCpl 

Grenville Waddington 

putting m a particularly 

strong showing, the 

Royal Navy polo team m 

beat Lloyds of London by wfrfc 

5 goals to 3 at their Taun- \ 

ton Vale home ground. 

This fine performance came not only from 
the self-guided, goal-seeking Royal, but also 
from Ueut Ian Annett lurking up front around 
the opposition goal, and fellow tyro, Lieut 
Adrian Apfirt, playing fast and hard at No 4 
(back), who repelled a number of assaults on 
his goal by the well-mounted city gents. 

Led by Cdr. Richard Mason (pictured right}, 
the Navy won the exciting match and received 
die prize — part of Admiral Lord Nelson’s 
dinner service, kincRy loaned for this match 

annually by HMS Warrior. 

■■ ■■ * w 




IBIl Sport 


EURO BRONZE FOR McCORMACK 


NAVY and Combined Services super- 
heavyweight champion, Mne Kevin McCor¬ 
mack (45 Cdo), became the first Welshman 
for 47 years to win a medal at the highly 
demanding European Championships in 
Turkey last month. 

This event, rated in toughness only behind the 
Olympics and World Championships, attracted 
215 boxers from 35 European countries. McCor¬ 
mack’s first bout was against Jankovic Slavisa of 
the former Yugoslavia. The big Marine confident¬ 
ly worked behind his jab to frustrate his oppo¬ 
nent, who was trying to gel in close. The 6-2 
scoring margin on the computer in Kevin’s favour 
said it all. 

The second bout was against the highly-rated 
Ukrainian Oleg Belikov. Kevin moved around 
and opened up a cut on his opponent's right eye 
and continued to work on the injury with fast 


combinations before moving away. The referee 
called the doctor and the contest was topped two- 
thirds through Round 1. 

This then saw Kevin boxing for a medal and his 
opponent was none other than the world and 
Olympic silver medallist Svilen Rusinov of 
Bulgaria. 

It was close and many thought Kevin had done 
enough to win. but the Bulgarian went through on 
a three point margin and Kevin took the bronze. 

Navy coach CPOPT Tony Bevel was ecstatic 
about the bronze, saying so many people had 
given Kevin a push along the way. Nelson PT 
staff had been tremendous in their support. 

"He's been working on strength and stamina 
and mainly rested from the boxing gym. It seems 
to have done the trick. After the disappointment 
in the A BAs, where he was cheated out of a fourth 
ABA title, this medal is just reward. It's great for 
Navy boxing and marvellous for the Corps." 
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COMBAT 


STRESS 


WITH EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Patron: HM, Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 


GENERAL 

The Society is the only organisat ion in helping men and women 
of all ranks suffer!ng from psychiatric disability who have 
served in the Armed Forces or Merchant Navy, The Society's 
activities include limited financial help to the sufferers and [heir 
families where necessary, assistance with claims and appeals for 
War Disability Pensions and short-term homes for respite care, 
treatment and rehabilitation. There is also a permanent home 
for Veterans with nowhere else to live which provides 
accommodation for men only. 

The Society’s Welfare Officers visit men and women in their 
homes. They also visit patients in psychiatric hospitals at feast 
once each year. 


TDP ATMPNT rPMTUrC 


ORGANISATION 

The Society covers t he whole of the United Kingdom and Eire. 
Its Headquarters are in Wimbledon, with offices iti Manchester, 
Cambridgeshire, Ayrshire, Belfast and Somerset. Welfare 
Offices are based at each office. 

FINANCE 

The Society requires over £2 million a year based on 1992figures 
to fulfil its minimal obligations. The money is largely subscribed 
by private donation, but allowances and grams are made by 
Central and IjOcal Government in support ofindividual patients 
at Tyrwhltt House, HoEJybush House and Kingswood Grange. 


— VETERANS’ HOME — 



TYRWHITT HOUSE, 
l.eatherhead, Surrey (30 Beds) 

This is a smalt* comfortably-furnished 
Home with a country house atmosphere. 
The routine and surroundings are 
designed to achieve maximum benefit in 
a short time. Treatment by qualified 
nursing staff is carried out under 
medical supervision. There is an 
Occupational Therapy facility. 


HGLLYBUSH HOUSE, 

By Ayr, Ayrshire (25 Beds} 

This former hotel has been converted to 
serve as a Treatment Centre. It is similar 
to Tyrw'hitt House and serves patients 
primarily from Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and the northern Counties of 
England. There is also a Cottage where a 
carer can accompany a visitor who 
cannot visit alone. 


KINGSWOOD GRANGE, 

Lower Kingswood, Surrey (46 Beds) 

This provides permanent residence with 
nursing cover for elderly ex-Serviecmcn 
who suffer from psychiatric disability 
and are no longer capable of working. It 
has the same country house atmosphere 
as the other Homes and is registered 
under Part 111 of the National 
Assistance Act. The Home is under the 
control of a Qualified SRN/MRN, 


Please enclose in envelope and post. FREE with your donation, to: COMBAT STRESS. FflEEPOST. LONDON SWI9 IVY 


YES, I would like to support the work of the Ex-Services Mental Wei fare Society and 
u help my Navy colleagues with a donation of Q £100 Q £50 □ £25 Q EtO □ £5 □ £ other. 

□ I enclose my cheque/RQ (made payable to: the Ex^Services Mental welfare Society) 

□ Please debit my Visa/Access card with su m above 

U 


I I I I I I.TH~1 


Expiry date 


| Name (plexse prawn 

ji Address 


I 


Signature 



[fcraiar. *Qu would pMtor not b ncmvft tlx 
oOrtinhunp^lrartj, plww tie* the Off- 1 I 

Thank you lor your gif!. 

Simply address envelope and post, 
No stamp needed, 


i 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR GIFT WORK EVEN HARDER... | 

J 


if you would like to make a regular donation, please consider signing a Deed of Covenant This aitows us to reclaim the income tax you have already paid on your 
4 i! donation. Please send me a Deed of Covenant and the Bankers Order form. Tick box □ Reg. Chanty no. 206002 
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Sport 






THE SPIRIT IS 


WILLING - SO 


LET BATTLE 


Encapsulate 


Compliments 
to the Sheff 


A VERY successful season has 
Held's 1st XI, culminating in a 
castle in the final of the Midi 

Another highlight for the 
squad was playing host to the 
Sheffield United team in the 
Petty Officers Mess. 

The Blades were down in 
Plymouth for pre-season indu¬ 
ing al HMS Raleigh. For their 
visit to HMS Sheffield, they 
we re h os l e d by PO M F M {M) 
Mason, I si XI coach and PO’s 
Mess President. 


been enjoyed by HMS Shef- 
2-1 victory over HMS New- 
Ships Cup, 

The ship and the city work 
had to maintain their strong 
links. 

Pictured arc PO Mason, RO 
Needham and LPT Williams 
with Sheffield striker Brian 
Deane — who has since signed 
for Leeds United for £2.7m — 
and Blades manager Dave 
Bassett* 


FOUR newly capped 
members of the Royal 
Navy Under 25 cricket 
team stand with their 
captain (centre}, LCpI 
John Baker, From left 
they are Mne Sean 
Needham, Mne Andy 
Croft, AEM John Mann 
and Ck Mark Toogood. 

Jim Dank* 


The affection for Sally Live- 
say was best summed up by the 
Chairman when he said: i% We 
all love her and no voice could 
ever encapsulate the spirit of 
the Navy at Twickenham more 
than hers*" 

The new President of the 
RNRU is Rear-Admiral Mike 
G ret ton, who, the Leprechaun 
hears, played a little with Hal- 
let!, Tuffley and MiJnes; he 
therefore knows when to pass 
and is already all about on the 
game plan. He is a winner — 
which is what we intend to be 
in the forthcoming campaign. 

Finally, the new season beck¬ 
ons but there is one vital ingre¬ 
dient that can make all the dif¬ 
ference at any match and that is 
SUPPORT. So be there when 
any of the dark blue teams play 
at their many venues during the 
season. 

0 Dates for the diary up to 
Christmas: October $ RN V 
Havant at Burnaby Road (kick¬ 
off 1800); November 24 RN v 
Hampshire at Burnaby Road 
(ko 1800). 


WE HATE defeats — particularly at Twickenham — and have to put all our efforts into 
learning from those losses against the Army and RAF at the end of last season, writes the 
Leprechaun. 


All players past and present 
with whom he worked and, in¬ 
deed, all who love Navy rugby, 
wish him and Lady Livcsay a 
long, healthy and very happy 
retirement north of the border, 
where we hope their enthu¬ 
siasm does not completely infil¬ 
trate the Scots Blood. 


Navy rugby therefore sets out 
with enthusiasm and optimism 
for the long haul to a run of 
success this season, and 
although the Navy may be the 
smallest in numbers* ils heart 
and skills are the biggest — the 
support at Twickenham for the 
Army/Navy match (12,000 
spectators) was in a ratio of 4:1 
in our favour. Thank you lo alt 
who attended for the tremen¬ 
dous loyalty. 

In retrospect, however, the 
92/93 season was disappointing 
for the RN representative side, 
with only two wins and a draw 
in 11 outings after Christmas. 

Capt, Leigh Merrick* the im¬ 
mediate past Selector, would 
obviously have hoped for better 
results in his final season. Now 
Russia-bound, he has handed 
over to Cdr. Jeff Blackett* who 
gathered potential Navy 
players at Yeovil last month to 
begin the selection process for 
the new season. 

Jeff has promised to give the 
Leprechaun his early thoughts, 
views and aims for the season 
in the next Navy News, 

Leprechaun feels some men¬ 
tion should be made of the 
back room boys at the start of 
the season. All, need it be said, 
give up bags of spare time, 
usually at considerable per¬ 
sonal financial cost, and are 
tireless in continuously striving 
for success off the field in rais¬ 


ing both funds and the profile 
of Navy rugby inside and out¬ 
side the RN. 

None more so than the chair¬ 
man of the RNRU, Capt. Tony 
Ha Kelt, whom most involved 
w r ith rugby will be aware is a 
lour de force not only in Navy 
rugby, but also at club and 
national level. (He is only in 
charge of building the new 
stands at Twickenham!) 

Formidable 

Under his three years' tenure 
at the helm he has gathered 
around him a formidable team 
of executives, who run the 
playing, coaching, refereeing 
and marketing — and the Le¬ 
prechaun! They command the 
strongest management team in 
the Services and rival many of 
their Constituent Body coun¬ 
terparts on the RFU for their 
organisation throughout the 
game, the prize of a Youth De¬ 
velopment Officer and the 
great advantage of being sup¬ 
ported by secure finance and 
sponsorship. 

Greater mention of sponsor¬ 
ship is appropriate as few 
sports today manage total suc¬ 
cess without it and we, in Navy 
rugby* are no different. Co-or¬ 
dination of this important task 
is deftly handled and moni¬ 
tored by Cdre. Doug Lewis, 

Throughout the 92/93 season 
our playing kit sponsor re¬ 


mained Admiral Sports, and it 
was heartening — during a re¬ 
cession — to be able to con¬ 
tinue to rely on our commercial 
friends in Lambs Navy Rum 
(Navy Knock Out Cup). Cour¬ 
age international (Inter Ship 
competitions), Ginsters Pasties 
(Devonport fixtures), IBM 
Merlin Project (Portsmouth 
fixtures) and Willis Corroon 
AFFAS (Army/Navy match). 

Cdre. Lewis recently phoned 
Leprechaun to pass on the ex¬ 
cellent news that all our backers 
have already signed up for 93/ 
94 with the bonus that Willis 
Corroon AFFAS will also spon¬ 
sor the Navy/RAF match. 
Perennial financial support is 
also very importam and for the 
RNRLJ this comes from the 
Sports Control Board and the 
Navy Sports Lottery, where dis¬ 
bursements to Navy rugby arc 
channelled through DNPTS, 

In rounding off this start of 
the season column it would be 
very remiss not to pay tribute 
to our outgoing President, 
Admiral Sir Michael Livcsay* 
who has retired from the RN to 
settle in Scotland. There, his 
passion for golf, hunting, shoot¬ 
ing and fishing — fine tuned 
during his appointment as 
FOSN1 (89-91) — wilt un¬ 
doubtedly be rekindled on a 
more permanent basis. 
Throughout his eight years' 
very active stewardship of the 
RNRU he remained a man of 
the people — the players. His 
attendance in the dressing 
room at just the right moment 
to provide some words in 
kindred spirit and his Austra¬ 
lian tour will live in the memo¬ 
ries of all those lucky enough to 
know r him as Boss, 


COMMENCE 


ROBISON AIMS FOR 
C’WEALTH GAMES 

LIEUT.-Cdr* Chris Robison landed his second national athletics title by winning the 
Scottish 5,000m event at Grangemouth* (Just a fortnight earlier he had run to victory 
in the national 10k road race championship at Alexandria). 


In an exciting tactical race, Chris pulled 
away from soma of Scotland's top distance 
runners with a decisive final burst. His winning 
time of 14 minutes 14,1 seconds was more 
than respectable given the blustery 
conditions. 

Currently serving with 819 Naval Air Squad¬ 


ron at Prestwick, Chris has now set his sights 
on selection tor next summer's Common¬ 
wealth Games in Victoria, Canada. His out 
standing athletic achievements for the Royal 
Navy have already brought him both Com¬ 
bined Services and International recognition* 

Picture: LA(Phot) Karl Webb 
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Anyone for 
tennis? 


SECOND Sea Lord, Vice- 
Admiral Sir Michael Lay- 
ard, officially opened 
Portsmouth Indoor Ten¬ 
nis Centre, which has 
been funded by Ports¬ 
mouth City Council, the 
Royal Navy Lawn Tennis 
Association and the In¬ 
door Tennis Initiative 
programme. 

The framed fabric struc¬ 
ture which houses four 
Plexicushion courts, re¬ 
places the airhall blown 
down in the gales of 1969. 
The local community of air 
ages and abilities can use 
the centre on a pay and play 
basis and there is a range of 
development and coaching 
programmes devised by the 
full time Tennis Develop¬ 
ment Officer. 

Contact the TOO, Nicky 
En tract, on 0705 830736 for 
further information or ring 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext. 
22550. There are special 
rates for RN personnel and 
their families. 

The 1993 finals of the Roy¬ 
al Navy Lawn Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships took place out¬ 
doors at the USSG, Burnaby 
Road. Winner of the men’s 
singles and the Earl Beatty 
Challenge Cup was Lieut. 
Rob Reynolds. Mne Nigel 
Owen was the runner-up. 
Reynolds and Sub-Lieut. Phil 
Hacon teamed up to win the 
men's doubles, beating 
Cap!. Brian Gibbs and Nigel 
Owen. 

Lieut. Carol Elliott again 
won the ladies' singles (the 
Teignmouth Cup), beating 
Lieut. Nicky Spurgeon, The 
two then teamed up to win 
the ladies’ doubles against 
Cdr. Jenny MacColl and 
Lieut. Sue Lloyd. 

Winner of the Junior Sin¬ 
gles Challenge cup was 
WEA App A. Allibone and 
the runner-up was LWEA G. 
Crookes. While Cap! Gibbs 
won the veterans singles, 
Lieut.-Cdr. Nick Alves was 
runner-up. Cdr, A. Spruce 
and Capt. Gibbs won the 
veteran doubles, beating 
Lieut.-Cdr. John Rimron and 
Nick Alves. 

PO A. Richardson won the 
men's plate and Cdr. Mac- 
Coil won the ladies’. The 
runners up were AEM C. 
Hen worth and WO Nicky 
Hudson respectively. 

The mixed doubles were 
won by Carol Elliott and Ni¬ 
gel Owen. Lieut.-Cdr. and 
Mrs Simon Brand were the 
runners-up. 


Carol Elliott (above) and Nicky Spurgeon caught in 
at the Navy Tennis Championships. Nicky succeeds 
s RN(W) Sports Officer. 

Pictures: LA(Phot) Joe Jordan and LA{Phot) Richie Moss. 
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POWERBOATERS 
PRESS HOME 
THEIR POINT! 


IN a 2-litre offshore powerboat event held in Poole Bay, brothers Tim and Nigel Williams 
won the second heat and became this year's runners-up in the European Championship. 


Cdr. Nigel Williams (MCM3, 
Kosyth) and Cdr. Tim Williams 
(RN Human Factors, MOD, 
London) arc. as far as they 
know, the only Royal Navy 
powerboat racing team in the 
country this year. 

They began the season in last 
year's boat. Freebooter — now 
up for sale — and with her 
managed 41 h at Hull and 
matched other monohulls For 
speed round the courses at 
Eastbourne and Spithcad. 

Subsequently, they stepped 
up to a boat which (after a lot 
of work by them) is being 
hailed as one of the fastest in its 
class. The 23ft Frode (C-18) 
with an XR2 engine arrived un¬ 
der the name Turning Point, 
but a little judicious deletion 
has converted this to RN Point! 

Only one of the 15 starters 
completed the first heat of the 
Poole Bay race. Atrocious con¬ 
ditions saw two boats turnover 
at speed and others suffer dam¬ 
age and mechanical failure. 

The Williams' had only had 
RN Point for five days, in 
which time they had fitted the 
engine and rigged her. A minor 
wiring fault emerged during the 
first heat and forced the pair to 


pull out — they had been in the 
lead. They worked on the boat 
until 2 am to prepare her for 
the next day, tackling some 
structural damage as well as the 
wiring problem. 

Conditions remained atro¬ 
cious for the 80 mile final race, 
with a Force 6 blowing and vi¬ 
sibility down to 100 yards in 
heavy showers. Racing at 
speeds up to 75mph the Wil¬ 
liams' gained the lead after 
some canny navigation and 
managed to hold it to the end, 
despite damage allowing about 
lOOIbs of sea water baJtast to 
become trapped in RN Point's 
bow trim tank. 

The boat that had won the 
previous day did not complete 
the race, but as it had won the 
longer race it took first place in 
the Europeans and the Wil¬ 
liams brothers (on equal 
points) became runners-up. 

The organising club gave 
Tim and Nigel a special prize 
of a case of wine for their perse¬ 
verance in mending the boat 
the night before. 

Said Tim, “The RN is once 
again firmly on the po werboat - 
ing chart. Wc arc keeping up 
the pressure on our opposition 


and showing that standard na¬ 
val skills and experience in na¬ 
vigation and understanding the 
sea conditions make race 
winners." 

The pair are sharing the driv¬ 
ing and navigation: Nigel driv¬ 
ing the boat tor a series of races 
of a national championship (in 
which they lie 5th), Tim driv¬ 
ing the European champion¬ 
ships and for non-champion- 
ship races. 

They came second at East¬ 
bourne and fourth at Allhal¬ 
lows (in calm, catamaran-fa- 
vouring conditions). Finally, 
they came second, just 30 se¬ 
conds behind the winner, in the 
88-mile Cowes Classic, Had 
conditions been a bit rougher, 
they are confident they could 
have won. 

That result put the Williams' 
into third place in the Champi¬ 
onship; the boat that beat them 
is lying fourth so the two are in 
competition for third place 
overall. 

Races at Swansea Bay and 
Bournemouth followed (report 
next month). Supporters arc al¬ 
ways welcome . . - and sponsor¬ 
ship for next year wouldn’t be 
turned away! 


Escape into that 
wide blue yonder 


A FLIGHT in a modem, two-seat 
glider is an escape into a world of 
breathtaking beauty; a delightful 
experience never to be forgotten. 

That's the message Portsmouth Na¬ 
val Gliding Club tried to get across 
during a VIP Open Day for local senior 
officers. It is hoped they will go on to 
promote the sport within their Com¬ 
mands and establishments. Current 
RN membership is well over 150 in 
Portsmouth Command alone. 

The Royal Naval Gliding and Soar¬ 
ing Association was estabished to 
provide servicemen and their families 
with gliding at affordable prices. As 
well as the Portsmouth club, based at 
Lee-on-Solent, there are clubs at Gul- 
drose and Yeovilton air stations. 


Catering for wide catchment areas, 
each operates mainly at weekends 
but also during summer evenings. 
Easter and summer week-long 
courses are regularly held. 

Membership at around £10 a year 
can include all the family. Flights and 
lessons begin at about £2 for a winch 
launch and between £5 and £8 for a 
launch behind a tow aeroplane. 

Many of the gliders have been 
bought with the assistance of the Sai¬ 
lors and Fleet Amenities Funds. All 
are subject to regular rigorous inspec¬ 
tions and aJJ instructors are fully quali¬ 
fied by the British Gliding Association. 

More and more women are taking 
up the sport and qualifying as instruc¬ 
tors. And many women seem to find 
learning to fly easier than the chaps! 


As well as flying at the clubs' home 
airfields, regular expeditions are 
mounted to allow the skies over the 
rest of the UK, and over the French 
and Spanish Alps to be explored. Next 
year a Joint Service expedition to 
Australia is planned. 

□ on 

If you want to know more, contact 
RNGSA secretary, Lieut.-Cdr. Chris 
Joly on Portsmouth Naval Base ext 
23545, or alternatively call your near¬ 
est regional gliding club: Portsmouth 
Naval Gliding Club (Lee-on-SoJent) 
CCWEA Martin Heneghan (HMS Dol¬ 
phin) PNB ext 41518; Cuidrose Gliding 
Club, Lieut.-Cdr, Dave Midgely, Cui¬ 
drose ext 2152; Heron Gliding Club, 
Air Staff Office, Yeovilton ext 5414. 



Flag Officer Portsmouth, Rear Admiral David Bawtree, Capt. Alan 
Ferguson (Sultan) and Capt. Victor Lucas (Collingwood) look to 
CPOWEA Martin Heneghan, deputy chief flying instructor, for reassur¬ 
ance that brass can fly, during the VIP Open Day at HMS Daedalus. 
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Top of the world, Ma 






TAKING in the spectacular view from the roof of the CN 
Tower, the tallest free-standing structure in the world, are 
the Corps of Drums of HM Royal Marines Band FOSNI who 
were in Toronto, Canada, attending a Military Tattoo cele¬ 
brating the 200th anniversary of the city. 

The tattoo took place at the famous Sky dome, home of 
the Blue Jays, the world champion baseball team, and had 
a particular Scottish flavour with bands from the Lothian 
and Borders Police, Bognall and Bathgate Caledonias and 
the Scottish Power Seagram 100 Pipers also in 
attendance. 

Picture: PO(Phot) Paul Cowpe 

Navy accepts 
latest Duke 


IN a ceremony at Dev on port Naval Base last month the 
latest Type 23 frigate, HMS Montrose, was accepted into the 
Royal Navy. 


Seventh of the Duke Class 
frigates, she was launched at 
Yarrow Shipbuilders Ltd,. 
Glasgow, last year by Mrs Rif- 
kind, wife of the Secretary of 
Stale Malcolm Rifkind. 

A total of 13 Type 23 frigates 
has been ordered with seven 
currently being built — four by 
Yarrow Shipbuilders and three 
by Swan Hunters on the Tyne. 

The frigates are assigned to 
the Sixth Squadron at Dcvon- 
port but there are plans to di¬ 
vide the class between the Sixth 
and Fourth Frigate Squadron 
which, to balance overall ship 
numbers at the two bases, will 
be based in Portsmouth. 

The Fourth Frigate Squadron 


Manadon 
still set 
to close 


PLANS to provide the Navy 
with first degree educated en¬ 
gineering officers from a civil¬ 
ian university rather than at 
RNEC Manadon have been 
confirmed by the Minister of 
State for the Armed Forces 
Jeremy Hanley. 

The consequences of this 
decision for Manadon are still 
under consideration but it re¬ 
mains likely that the college 
will close in 1995 with other 
facilities currently provided at 
Manadon being transferred 
elsewhere. 


ARMS 


BRITAIN'S defence industry 
now has a 20 per cent share — 
second only to the United 
Slates — in world export mar¬ 
kets, the MOD's head of export 
services Sir Alan Thomas said 
at the opening of the Royal 
Navy and British Army Equip¬ 
ment Exhibition at Aldershot 
last month. 

This "tremendous national 
asset" supported over 100,000 
johs, cut equipment costs for 
our own armed forces and 
helped maintain regional stabil¬ 
ity in many parts of the world. 

On show was a half-size 
model of a frigate displaying 
BAe Serna's command and con¬ 
trol equipment. 


consists of four Type 21 s based 
at Devonporl and one Lcander 
based at Portsmouth. All are 
due for disposal over the next 
year and in order to keep the 
two squadrons in balance it is 
planned to transfer four of the 
Type 23s currently in the Sixth 
to the Fourth in July 1994. 

They would move base port 
to Portsmouth between 1995 
and 1996 and later Type 23s 
coming into service would then 
be allocated alternately to De- 
vonpon or Portsmouth. 


Carrier hosts latest 
Bosnian talks 


INTERNATIONAL mediators Lord David Owen and Thor- 
vald Stoltenberg gathered the Bosnian warring factions 
around the conference table in HMS Invincible last month 
in an attempt to bring peace to the region. 


Croatian president Franjo 
Tudjman, Bosnia's Muslim 
president, Alija Izelbegovic, 
and Bosnian Serb representa¬ 
tives carried out discussions 
throughout the day which re¬ 
sulted in a possible peace plan. 

The unusual venue for the 
meeting, away from the glare of 
the press, was praised by Lord 
Owen who said “As you would 
expect with the Royal Navy 
everything ran smoothly and 
the ship gave us the privacy we 
needed,” 

Meanwhile HMS Invincible, 
along with HMS Boxer, the 
Dutch frigate HNLMS Van 
Brake! and the two support 
ships RFAs Fort Grange and 
Olwen have been operating in a 
state of readiness, while the air¬ 
craft in the task group has ex¬ 
panded to include participation 
in Operation Deny Flight, un¬ 
der NATO control. 

Since early August Invinci¬ 
ble’s Sea Harriers have been 


flying missions over Bosnia, the 
pilots familiarising themselves 
with the terrain and carrying 
out photo reconnaissance and 
flying sorties to prepare them¬ 
selves for close air support 
(CAS) should the UN forces 
come under attack. 

In addition to the Harriers, 
aircraft from France, the Neth¬ 
erlands and the United Slates 
as well as other UK aircraft 
have been participating in 
Deny Right operations. 

While Invincible’s aircraft 
are operating under NATO 
when they are on Deny Flight 
missions, the UK task group, 
led by the carrier, remains a 
national task group under Bri¬ 
tish command. 

There are, however, two 
other British warships, HM 
ships Beaver and Edinburgh, 
currently operating in the Adri¬ 
atic under joint Western Euro¬ 
pean Union/NATO command 
monitoring and enforcing the 


# In conference on board HMS Invincible during the latest round 
of peace talks. Picture: LA(Phot) Mick Storey. 


UN arms embargo against the 
whole of the former Yugoslavia 
and trade sanctions against 
Serbia, 

Joining them in the Adriatic 
will be HMS London, the De¬ 
von port-hased Type 22 frigate, 
which left for deployment last 
month. 


0 While on Arm ilia Patrol 
in the Gulf HMS Cornwall was 
called upon to stand by with 
US warships to board any ves¬ 
sels leaving Iraq via the Shatt 
Al-Arab waterway. The vessels 
being moved were the first to 
leave the Shatt since the end of 
hostilities in 1991 and were all 
hulks marooned since the start 
of the Iran/Iraq War in 1979. 

After several days waiting a 
departing lug, the Scial Star, 
and its tow, the MV Mana, 
were tracked by HMS Cornwall 
and USS Ford, Cornwall’s 


boarding team went across by 
boat to check on documenta¬ 
tion and to search MV Mana 
for any materials prohibited 
under the UN mandate. 

The board i rig operat ion went 
smoothly and they returned 
having found nothing amiss. 

HMS Cornwall has had a 
busy period on station in the 
Gulf taking part in several 
multi-lateral exercises, notably 
Gulfex and Eager Sentry, off 
Kuwait. There was also lime 
for visits to Jcbal Ali, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, Ai Jubayl 
and Dubai before handing over 
to HMS Liverpool, She is due 
to return to the UK next 
month. 

Every 
dog has 
its day 

"JUST Nuisance’*, the legend¬ 
ary Great Dane of Simonstown 
Naval Base, South Africa in 
World War II, is now commem¬ 
orated in the UK, with a me¬ 
morial plaque unveiled at HMS 
Centurion in the presence of 
the president of the Royal Na¬ 
val Association, Admiral Sir 
Desmond Cassidi. 

Simultaneously, a wreath 
was placed on the much¬ 
loved dog’s grave at Klaver 
Camp above Simonstown 
where, wrapped in a White 
Ensign, he was buried on April 
2, 1944. 


Hats off to 
Monmouth 

WEST Country TV presenter Alison Johns is "collared" by Jer¬ 
emy Whittingham and Simon Yeates from HMS Monmouth during 
Plymouth Navy Days. 

The "Black Duke" of the Fleet (nicknamed after the last Duke 
of Monmouth who was beheaded as a traitor in 1685> was com¬ 
missioned at Devonporl last month in presence of her spon¬ 
sor Lady Sheena Eaton, wife of the Controller of the Navy, Ad¬ 
miral Sir Kenneth Eaton, 
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